
IT’S JESUS PLUS NOTHING 
COLOSSIANS 2:11-15 
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The dangers of Jesus plus (fill in the blank) . . . the law . . . 
religious effort . . . self-righteousness . . . or anything else! 

 LEGALISM, THE LAW, THE TRADITIONS OF MAN, and 
RELIGIOUS WORKS are all dead. 2 COR. 3:4-6 

 Case in point: There is no need for the rituals of the 
O.T. law; we are circumcised in Him. V. 11 

 Circumcision was a sign of God’s covenant with the 
Jewish people (GEN. 17:9-14), not a way of salvation.  



2. DEAD TO ALIVE v. 12-13 
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HERE, PAUL USED THE ILLUSTRATION OF BAPTISM.  
 Keep in mind that in the New Testament, the word 

baptize has both a literal and a figurative meaning. 
 The literal meaning is: “to dip, to immerse.”  
 The figurative meaning is: “to be identified with.”  
 For example, the Jewish nation was “baptized unto 

Moses” when it went through the Red Sea. They went 
from dead in Egypt to alive in the wilderness.  
1 COR. 10:1-2 

SO HOW ARE WE BURIED WITH CHRIST IN BAPTISM? 



3. THE TRUE MEANING OF BAPTISIM 
THOUGH BAPTISM IS UNNECESSARY FOR SALVATION, it 
does symbolize our salvation. 

 Baptism portrays the death of our old nature.  

 Coming up out of the water symbolizes our resurrection 
to new life with Christ.  

 Believers’ faith is in the power of God that raised Christ 
from the dead, and thus it is faith in the power that will 
one day raise us from the dead.  

 Baptism symbolizes our true freedom in Christ! 
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4. THE WAY WE USED TO BE 
The Colossians were gentiles, so they were uncircumcised; 
but that was not the cause of their spiritual death. Like 
them, we were all once dead. 

 It was their spiritually uncircumcised sinful nature that 
made them dead in their sins. v. 2:11-12 

 The penalty of sin and its power over believers were 
both miraculously destroyed by Christ on the cross.  

 How did this happen? The answer is simple: He forgave 
us all our trespasses. We used to be dead; now we are 
alive! 
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Jesus not only took our SINS TO THE CROSS (1 PETER 
2:24), but He also took the LAW TO THE CROSS. 

 When Jesus Christ shed His blood for us, He canceled 
the huge debt that was against us as sinners, because of 
our disobedience to God’s holy law. 

 But Jesus Christ did even more than cancel the debt: He 
took the law that condemned us and set it aside so that 
we are no longer under its dominion.  

 We are “delivered from the law.” (ROM. 7:6) We “are 
not under the law, but under grace.” (ROM. 6:14) 

5. FREE FROM SIN AND THE LAW V. 14 
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6. WE ARE FULLY VICTORIOUS IN HIM V. 15  
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Not only did Christ’s death on the cross pay humanity’s 
debt to God, His death also meant His triumph over the 
“powers and authorities.”  
 What Christ disarmed on the cross was any embodiment 

of rebellion in the world. 
 100% of all evil is defeated. 
 The death of Christ on the cross looked like a great 

victory for Satan, but it turned out to be a great defeat 
from which Satan cannot ever recover! 

WE SHARE IN THAT TRIUMPHAL PARADE OVER EVIL!  
WE NEED JESUS PLUS NOTHING. 


