
MARY OR MARTHA, WHICH ARE YOU? 
LUKE 10:38-42 

Are you like Martha—TOO BUSY TO SIT AT THE FEET OF 
JESUS AND WORSHIP? 
 Our passage shows us the beauty of friends. 
 We must not underestimate the value of both having and 

being friends. 
 Martha’s house was a sweet resting place, a shelter in the 

time of storm.  
 Doers get under the skin of sitters, and sitters get under 

the skin of doers. 
THERE IS A TIME AND PLACE FOR BOTH! 



JERUSALEM AND BETHANY 

 

Bethany 



JERUSALEM FROM THE MOUNT OF OLIVES 



Martha had chosen to SERVE; Mary had chosen to SIT.  
 Both had chosen as they saw fit. And the Lord loved 

them both. 
  

THE LORD NEEDS BOTH DREAMERS AND DOERS. 
 JOHN was a dreamer; PETER was a doer.  
 The beauty of His church is that it accommodates 

both types of people. 
 Each must learn to respect the other. 



 However—though there is a place for all to serve—
Jesus clearly reminds us that . . . 
Worship should be at the heart of all that we are 
and all that we do in the Christian life.  

 However, worshipers also need to work hard. 
 

One of the most important dimensions in Christian 
fellowship is that of listening to God. 



In this passage we have the contrast between two 
believers, where one was occupied “for” Christ and one 
was occupied “with” Christ. 
 MATT. 4:4 
 JER. 15:16 
 PS. 119:103-104 
The Word of God provides us both the motivation and 
the means for serving God.  
“I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in 

Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me 
you can do nothing.” John 15:5 



Perhaps in all our busy work, we have been ignoring 
the Lord.  
 If serving Christ makes us difficult to live with, then 

something is terribly wrong with our service.  
1. Priorities: Put the Lord first.  
2. Perspective: Acquire His divine viewpoint.  
3. Performance: Put into practice His commands. 



An interesting fact about Mary of Bethany: she is in the 
same place every time we meet her—at the feet of 
Jesus.  
 She sat at His feet and listened to His WORD.  

LUKE 10:39 
 She fell at His feet and shared her WOE. JOHN 11:32 
 She came to His feet and poured out her WORSHIP. 

JOHN 12:3 
Mary and Martha are often contrasted as though each 
believer must make a choice; BE A WORKER like 
Martha, or A WORSHIPER like Mary. 



REMEMBER, what we do WITH Christ is far more important 
than what we do FOR Christ.  
The Christian life is not an EITHER/OR situation; it is a matter of 
balance—working and worshiping. 
But we must be careful not to be too much like Martha: BUSY 
BUT NOT BLESSED. 
 LIKE THE SEVENTY—We are AMBASSADORS 
 LIKE THE SAMARITAN—We are NEIGHBORS 
 LIKE THE SISTERS—We are WORSHIPERS 
Do what you should do, do what you can do, and do it all well; 
but don’t forget to be a WORSHIPER while you’re WORKING! 


