
INTRODUCTION TO ROMANS  
THE GOSPEL OF GRACE ROM. 1:1-17 
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LIKE NO OTHER BOOK OF THE BIBLE, Paul’s letter to the 
church in Rome tells us of God’s boundless grace. 

Both Martin Luther and John Wesley would agree with 
that statement. 

 The PROTESTANT REFORMATION and the WESLEYAN 
REVIVAL IN AMERICA were both the fruit of this 
wonderful letter written by Paul from Corinth in 56 AD.  

 Here, in the opening verses of the letter, Paul introduces 
himself to the believers in Rome. 



2. PAUL’S CREDENTIALS V. 1-7 
WHAT WERE PAUL’S CREDENTIALS? 

 Firstly, he was a servant—SLAVE—of Jesus Christ. v. 1a 

• Frankly, I hate this word; I wish it were not in our Bibles 
but it is, so we need to find out why. 

• The word Paul used for servant would be meaningful to 
the Romans because it is the word slave.  

• Particularly the Doulos/Douloi—bondslave—who is 
completely submitted to, and wholly owned by,  
another person. 
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3. WHY WOULD GOD USE THIS AWFUL WORD? 

 First, the context: Slavery was prevalent and accepted. 

 Second, the reality: It actually provided a reasonable 
existence for a large part of the population at that time. 

 Third, the prevalence: The institution of slavery was 
unquestioned by the world at the time. 

 Fourth, the frequency: A person could become a slave as 
a result of capture in war, default on a debt, inability to 
support their family, or even “voluntarily” selling 
oneself—just as we do for 8 hours a day when we take a 
job for a paycheck. 

3 



SLAVERY WAS NOT A RACIAL ISSUE— 
it cut across all races and nationalities. 

 There were an estimated 2 to 4 million slaves in the 
Roman Empire; it was the normal way of life—1 in 3 
people were slaves. 

 So by biblical definition, the Lord is our Master, in the 
sense that He paid for us with His own blood. 

 In loving devotion, Paul had voluntarily enslaved himself 
to Christ—because he could not buy his own freedom 
from sin—to be His slave and obey His will. Me, too! 

4. A FINAL WORD ON THE BIBLICAL WORD SLAVE 
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5. THE REMAINING CREDENTIALS 
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 Secondly, Paul was an apostle. v. 1b 

• Apostolic qualifications: The qualifications of the 
apostles are given in ACTS 1:21-22. 

• Paul admitted to being the least of the apostles in 
qualifications. 1 COR. 15:8-9 

 Thirdly, Paul was a preacher of the gospel (v. 1c-4)—the 
gospel of the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

 Fourthly, Paul was a missionary to the Gentiles (v. 5-7). 
ROM. 15 and ACTS 2 



 He was immensely thankful for them. V. 8 

 He was powerfully praying for them. V. 9-10 

 He intimately loved them. V. 11-12 

 He was fully indebted to them. V. 13-14 

 He desperately desired to visit them. V. 15 

6. PAUL’S CONCERNS FOR THE CHURCH  
v. 8-15 
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7. PAUL’S CONFIDENCE v. 16-17  
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 The origin of the gospel: It is the gospel of Christ. V. 16a 
 The operation of the gospel: It is the power of God.  

V. 16b 
 The outworking of the gospel: It is the power of God 

unto salvation. V. 16c 
 The outreach of the gospel: “to everyone that believes” 

v. 16d-17 
 ROMANS 1:17 is the key verse to this letter.  
• Paul announces in it the theme: “The righteousness  

of God” i.e. God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ! 



8. THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH 
 This verse is quoted three times in the New Testament: 

1. ROMANS 1:17 explains “the just”  

2. GALATIANS 3:11 explains “shall live”  

3. HEBREWS 10:38 explains “by faith” 

 This verse was at the heart of the battle cry of the 
Protestant Reformation, THE VERY HEART OF THE 5 SOLAS. 
Sola Scriptura, Soli Deo Gloria, Solo Christo, Sola Gratia,  
Sola Fide. Salvation by grace alone, through faith alone,  
in Christ alone. ROMANS, THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S GRACE! 
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