
CASE CLOSED 
ROMANS 1:28-32 

1 

Warning: Tonight will also be PG-13 

By nature, man is innately bent toward sinful behavior. 
 Like an untended garden, when man is left to himself 

without Christ, the bad always chokes out the good. 
 Man without God has little capacity to restrain the weeds 

of sinfulness, or to cultivate a life of righteousness.  
THE GARDEN BECOMES A WEED PATCH OF SIN. 

We can expect those who do not know the Lord to have 
weed-filled lives, but what about Christians? 



2. THE EXTENT OF MAN’S SINFULNESS 
Because fallen mankind did not acknowledge God any 
longer, God gave man over to a depraved mind.  

 The basic meaning of “debased” or “depraved”—
adokimos—is metals that have been rejected because 
of impurities.  

 The impure metals were discarded, so adokimos 
included the ideas of worthlessness and uselessness.  

The mind that finds God worthless eventually becomes 
worthless. JOB 21:14-15; PROV. 1:7; JER. 4:22;  
2 COR. 4:4 2 



3. THE CATALOG OF SINS v. 29-31 
The list Paul mentions here is not exhaustive, BUT IT IS 
REPRESENTATIVE of the vices with which the natural man 
is filled. 

 All of which are the fruit of someone who is unsaved. 

 The sins mentioned in the list are basically self-
explanatory because man has been programed by God 
to know these are wrong. ROM. 2:15 

 In most societies of the world—even in those 
considered uncivilized—most of the sins here are 
considered wrong, and many are held to be crimes. 
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I want to take on one issue that is perhaps the most 
critical for us as believers and use VERSE 32 to shed 
some light on how important it is for us to both live and 
vote as Christians—not as Republicans, Democrats, or 
independents. Let’s read this once again very carefully, 
“not only do the same but also approve of those who 
practice them.” 

The sin of abortion encompasses half of the catalog of 
sins found in VERSES 29-31—11 of the 22. 

4. HOW DOES THIS APPLY TO BELIEVERS?  
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5. CHRISTIANS AND ABORTION  
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The Bible does not specifically mention the word abortion, 
but it has a number of significant things to say about unborn 
children.  
MY ARGUMENT IS QUITE SIMPLE: 
 PREMISE #1: It is wrong to murder a person. Part of the 

Decalogue (Ten Commandments) of the moral laws of God 
still in effect (EXODUS 20:13) and other Biblical passages 
forbid murder. GEN. 9:6; MATT. 15:19; JOHN 8:44 

 PREMISE #2: The unborn is a person. 
 CONCLUSION: Therefore, it is wrong to murder the unborn. 



6. THE UNBORN ARE PERSONS 
IT IS THIS PREMISE WHICH IS DISPUTED BY MANY IN 
OUR CULTURE TODAY.  

Yet, the Bible clearly teaches that the unborn is a person 
due to the following reasons: 

 First: The unborn possesses personal attributes such as 
sin and joy. PSALM 51:5, LUKE 1:44 

 Second: The Bible also uses personal pronouns to 
describe unborn children. JER. 1:5 

 Third: Jesus was a baby at conception not birth.  

MATT. 1:20 6 



 Fourth: The unborn are called children. LUKE 1:41 

 Fifth: Perhaps the strongest argument against abortion 
from Scripture is the fact that the same punishment is 
applicable to someone who kills or injures an unborn 
child as for one who kills or injures an adult.  
EXODUS 21:22-23 

 Sixth: The unborn are even called by God before birth. 
JER. 1:5, PSALM 139:15-16 

 Conclusion: Since abortion is murdering a person, 
abortion is morally wrong. GEN. 9:6, ROM. 1:28-29 

7. THE PERSONHOOD OF THE UNBORN  
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8. WHY IS ABORTION MORALLY WRONG? 
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The primary reason abortion is wrong is that God said we 
are not to murder; ABORTION IS MURDER.  

 But not all people believe what God says, so let’s look at 
it from a different angle. 

 We are allowed to take life under the prescribed 
requirements of law such as SELF-DEFENSE, WAR, 
EXECUTION OF CRIMINALS, et al.—each of these areas 
deals with law. However, a baby in the womb has done 
no wrong; YET IT IS EXECUTED BUT HAS BROKEN NO 
LAW. 



9. OBJECTIONS ANSWERED 
SOME WARS AND EXECUTIONS ARE NOT JUSTIFIED 

Whether or not some wars are justified has no bearing on 
the argument that it is appropriate to take life in self-
defense, war, and executions.  

 And yes, we acknowledge that there are unjust wars and 
improper executions; but what does that have to do with 
destroying innocent life in the womb?  

 If it is improper to have unjust war, or to execute 
someone who is innocent, why is it then okay to kill 
babies in the womb? 
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10. ABORTION IS A PACK OF LIES REPEATED 
1. Lie: A fetus in the womb is not really life.  

2. Lie: What is in the womb isn’t human by nature.  

3. Lie: The life in the womb is the property of the mother.  

4. Lie: The life in the womb is parasitical.  

5. Lie: The life in the womb has value if the mother says it 
has value.  

6. Lie: Pro-choice means it is all up to the mother.  

7. Lie: Since the life in the womb isn’t human, we can kill it. 
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11. CASE CLOSED 
 Man began glorifying God but ended exchanging that 

glory for idols.  
 Man began as the highest of God’s creatures, made in 

the image of God, but descended into the abyss of sin.  
 Abortion is but one glaring example—there are dozens 

more. As believers, we cannot approve of the SIN ITSELF 
or anyone who APPROVES OF THAT SIN. 
THE VERDICT? “They are without excuse!” ROM. 1:20 

THE ONLY REMEDY IS GOD’S FREE GIFT OF  
HIS AMAZING GRACE AS WE REPENT AND ARE  

HEALED OF ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 11 


