


REAL LOVE
1 JOHN 2:7-11

Unfortunately, the word love, or luv as it is now 
sometimes spelled, is losing its value and is being used 
to cover a multitude of sinful things.
 Here in 1 John, John describes our new life in Christ 

using three words repeatedly: LIFE, LOVE, and LIGHT.
 We will see that these three things really cannot be 

separated.
God has actually commanded us to love.
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WHAT KIND OF LOVE?
The Bible uses four Greek words for love.
 When we read in 1 John about love, the Greek word 

used is AGAPE—God’s unconditional love toward man.
 Another Greek word for love, PHILIA or PHILEO, carries 

the idea of deep friendship love.
 STORGE is simply general affection or care.
 The Greek word for sensual love, EROS, from which we 

get our word erotic, is not used at all in the New 
Testament.
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OLD OR NEW AGAPE LOVE?
The amazing thing is Christ’s love is both old and new
(v. 7-8). This seems to be a contradiction. 
 Again, a look at the Greek helps to answer the question. 

The Greeks had two different words for new. One 
means “new in time,” and the other means “new in 
quality.” 

 The commandment to love (agape) one another is not 
new in time, but it is new in character or quality.

Our new character: REAL AGAPE LOVE
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THE NEW EMPHASIS OF AGAPE LOVE V. 7
How is it possible for one commandment to stand head 
and shoulders above all the others? Rom. 13:8-10
 Love for God and love for others motivates a person 

to obey God’s commandments without even thinking 
about them; it is how we live!

 Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35

 The full force of this message is: The Christian life 
without love is NOTHING!
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THE NEW EXAMPLE OF AGAPE LOVE V. 8
 In commanding us to love, Jesus does not ask us to do 

something that He has not already done Himself; He is 
our example.

 Perhaps the greatest thing about Jesus’ love was the 
way it touched even the lives of His enemies, like Judas.

 What is true in Christ ought to be true in each believer. 
“As He is, so are we in this world.” 1 John 4:17 

 The contrast: Those who walk in the light practice love; 
those who walk in the darkness practice hatred.
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THE NEW EXPERIENCE OF AGAPE LOVE
V. 9-11

 If a Christian walks in the light and is in fellowship with 
God, he will also be in fellowship with God’s family. 

 Love and light go together, as do hatred and darkness.
 It is easy to practice a Christianity of “words”—singing the 

right songs, using the right vocabulary, praying the right 
prayers—and, through it all, deceiving ourselves into 
thinking we are spiritual. 

 Christ’s love is practical—it applies in the everyday affairs 
of life; it affects every part of who we are and what we do.
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WHAT HAPPENS TO A BELIEVER WHO 
DOES NOT LOVE THE WAY WE SHOULD

1.  We live in darkness though we probably think we are living 
in the light. v. 9

2.  The second tragic result is that such a believer becomes a 
cause of stumbling to other believers. v. 10

3.  A loveless life. Living in hate and unforgiveness stymies a 
believer’s spiritual progress. v. 11 

We don’t want to live like that!
In a world looking for real love, there is only one source: Jesus. 

By emphasis, example, and experience, He is Real Love.
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