


 THE CLOCK IS TICKING 

THE LORD HAS TOLD US WHY THE VERY LAST DAYS 
WILL COME. JOEL 3:1-3 

 HOW THE WORLD TREATS THE NATION ISRAEL 

THE BIBLE TELLS US WHAT THE WORLD WILL BE DOING 
AT THAT TIME. 

 THE OLIVET DISCOURSE (MATT. 24-25) IS CHRIST’S 
COMMENTARY ON THE LAST DAYS. 



 WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS MATT. 24:6-7 

 NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROLIFERATION EZEKIEL 22 

 ISLAM AND ISRAEL AND THE ARMS RACE EZEKIEL 38 

 THE FIGHT FOR JERUSALEM—MIDDLE EAST TERRORISM ZECH. 8 

 AMERICA’S ROLE IN THE LAST DAYS—APOSTASY 2 THESS. 2:3  

 MAGOG—THE RISE OF RUSSIA EZEKIEL 38 

 THE RISE OF THE FAR EAST—CHINA REV. 9:16 

(2 PETER 3:11) “Therefore, since all these 
things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in 

holy conduct and godliness.” 



But by His wonderful grace, if you know Jesus, He is     
going to rapture His church home BEFORE the really      
bad stuff happens! 

  “shall be caught up together . . . in the clouds to meet      
the Lord in the air.” 1 THESS. 4:17 

Be a light spreading 
the Good News! 



BEING THE LIGHT IN 2017 

Look, it’s been a rough year; we just had the most 
contentious presidential election in history. 

 So I asked the Lord what He wanted to end 2016 

with and start 2017 with, and He said very 

clearly: Encouragement. Not another prophecy 

update—which can be encouraging, mind you—
but a clear, encouraging word. 



THE AMAZING CLAIM  Here is what He said: “I am the 
light of the world: he that follows me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.” JOHN 8:12  

THE AMAZING TRUTH  “That was the true Light, which 
lights every man that comes into the world.” JOHN 1:9 

THE AMAZING HANDOFF  “You are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.” 
MATT. 5:14  

JESUS, IN EFFECT, SAID: “TAG—YOU’RE IT. 
THE LIGHT IS YOURS, CHURCH, GO SHINE FOR ME!” 



THE AMAZING CLAIM  Again, here is what He said: 
“I am the light of the world: he that follows me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  
JOHN 8:12 

THE ASTOUNDING FULFILLMENT  Yet, for the past 
two thousand years, there have indeed been 
hundreds of millions of people from all over this 
whole wide world who have believed just that, and 
whose lives have been transformed because of it. 



JESUS IS THE LIGHT 
 “By Him were all things created, that are in heaven . . .” 

COLOSSIANS 1:16  
 “All things were made by Him.” JOHN 1:3 
 It is obvious that God, in the beginning, created heaven 

and earth, but He “created all things by Jesus Christ.” 
EPHESIANS 3:9 

 Not only was the physical light of the world—the sun—
created by Christ, but it is He who has kept it shining 
ever since.  

 It is the eternal Son of God “whose goings forth have 

been from of old, from everlasting.” MICAH 5:2 



THE LIGHT HAS POWER 
“By Him all things consist.” COLOSSIANS 1:17 

 And that power is nothing less than the power of Christ 
Himself. 

 “In Him [that is, the Word of God] was life; and the life 

was the light of men.” JOHN 1:4 

 If He just withdrew His power for an instant, the whole 
universe would collapse into nothingness.  

Yet in MATT. 5:14-16, we find Jesus passing heaven’s torch. 

SO HERE IS WHERE WE COME IN: JESUS HAS PASSED THE 
LIGHT OFF TO YOU AND ME. Are you really shining? 



THERE ARE FOUR WAYS IN WHICH  
SUBSTANCES REACT TO LIGHT 

1. SOME ARE TRANSPARENT—The light passes right through 
them. 

2. SOME ARE TRANSLUCENT—They scatter the light. 
3. SOME ARE OPAQUE—They stop the light. 
4. SOME ARE LIKE MIRRORS—They reflect the light. 

We should all be MIRRORS. We are not the source of the 
light; we can only reflect what has been shone on us and 
passed to us.  

What are you doing to mirror Jesus to the lost and dying of 

the world around you? 



 
FOR YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN IT MAY  

BE TIME TO “KEEP YOUR FORK” 
Cherish the time you have and the memories you share;      
being friends or family with someone is not an opportunity    
but a sweet responsibility. 

 I pray that you and I—Calvary Chapel South Bay—are 

reflections of His beauty, love, majesty, and grace; and    
that you will be encouraged to share the light of Jesus as  
we begin 2017. 

 Let’s end 2016 and begin 2017 at the communion table. 


