


WHAT KIND OF LOVE IS THAT?
1 JOHN 3:11-24

When it comes to living out Christ’s love, there are four 
common levels of human relationship:
1.  Murder v. 11-12 
2.  Hatred v. 13-15 
3.  Indifference v. 16-17
4.  Sacrificial service, compassion—Real Love v. 18-24
The first two are obviously not Christian at all; the third 
is less than any Christian should live; and only the last 
is compatible with true Christian love.
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1. THE ANTITHESIS OF LOVE: 
MURDER V. 11-12

We all have a beginning. If you are saved, you have a second 
beginning—you were born again—in love.
 If our spiritual experience originates with God the Father, 

we must love one another. 
 But if it originates with Satan, we will hate one another. 
 Cain is an example of a life of hatred. We find this record 

in Genesis 4:1-16; that was his beginning and end.
 Cain’s birth was as a murderer and liar like Satan (John 

8:44); how horrible to live on the same level as Satan!
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2. MURDER “LITE”: HATRED V. 13-15
 The only difference between level 1 and level 2 is the 

outward act of taking life; the inward intent is very 
much the same.

 This is why Jesus equates hatred with murder (Matt. 
5:21-26) and lust with adultery (Matt. 5:27-30).

 We can’t allow those cancerous thoughts to run 
unchecked by the power of the Spirit!

 Notice we are not told that murderers cannot be saved. 
But like Moses, David, and Paul, you won’t stay one!
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3. WHO CARES?—DANGEROUS 
INDIFFERENCE V. 16-17

 The test of Christian love is not simply failure to do evil to 
others; real love also involves doing them good. 

 Christian love is both positive and negative. “Cease to do 
evil; learn to do well.” Isa. 1:16-17

 Jesus did not simply talk about His love; He died to prove 
His love (Rom. 5:6-10). Service and sacrifice go together.

 Being indifferent to a brother’s needs means robbing 
ourselves of what we need: the love of God in our hearts.
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4. REAL CHRIST-LIKE LOVE V. 18-24
True Christian love means loving in deed and in truth. 
 The opposite of “in deed” is “in word”; and the opposite 

of “in truth” is “in tongue.” Example: James 2:15-16
 To love “in word” means simply to talk about a need, but 

to love “in deed” means to do something about it. 
 Three wonderful blessings that will come from real love:

1.  Assurance v. 19-20
2.  Answered prayer v. 21-22
3.  Abiding in Christ v. 23-24
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DOCTRINE, DUTY, AND LOVE 
ARE INSEPARABLE

True vibrant Christianity is “faith which works by love.”
Galatians 5:6
 A man who murders belongs to the devil, like Cain. 
 A man who hates belongs to the world (1 John 3:13), 

which is under Satan’s control. 
 But a Christian who is indifferent is living for the flesh, 

which serves Satan’s purposes.
 The only happy, holy way to live is on the highest level; 

the level of Christian love is doing what the Word says: 
Living in Sacrificial Service!
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