


GOD’S GPS LOVE
1 JOHN 4:1-16

Why does a navigator depend on GPS? Because it shows his 
exact direction and location from heaven’s perspective, not 
earth’s.
  Three times in this section John says, “love one another.”

v. 7, 11-12 
 A believer’s love for the brethren will be proof of his 

sonship; a love for the lost is a result of that relationship.
 John supports these admonitions by giving us three 

foundational facts about God.
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1. WHAT GOD ACTUALLY IS: 
“GOD IS LOVE” v. 7-8

In verse 8, we find the third of three statements in John’s 
writings that help us understand what God is:

 “God is spirit” John 4:24
 “God is light” 1 John 1:5
 “God is love” 1 John 4:8

A good one-word definition for God is LOVE.
Application of this truth: love does not fully define God, 
but God fully defines love.
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THE LOVE TEST
Love is a valid test of true Christian faith. 
 Since “God is love,” and we have claimed a personal 

relationship with God, we must by necessity reveal 
His love in how we live. 

 A child of God has been “born of God,” and therefore 
he shares God’s divine nature—which is love.

 Since “God is love,” Christians ought to love one 
another; the logic of this is irrefutable!
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2. HOW GOD SHOWED HIS LOVE: 
“HE SENT HIS SON” v. 9-11

 To the cross! God manifested His love at the cross 
when He gave His Son as a sacrifice there for our sins.

 As the perfect Man, Jesus was born into the world as 
the eternal Son; He was sent into the world. Isa. 9:6

 Jesus was sent to die for us that we might live:
• “through Him” 1 John 4:9 
• “for Him” 2 Cor. 5:15 
• “with Him” 1 Thess. 5:9-10
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3. WHAT GOD WANTS FOR US: 
“HIS LOVE ABIDING IN US” v. 12-16

We are not merely students reading a book, or spectators 
watching a deeply moving event, we are participants in 
the great drama of God’s love . . . we live it!
 He wants to dwell with us and in us; not just near us, 

but in the temple that is your life and living!
 What an important little word abide is—or dwell. It is 

used six times in v. 12-16. It refers to our personal life 
of fellowship with and in Jesus Christ.
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THE WHOLE GOSPEL ENCHILADA
God’s love was both declared and demonstrated by 
Jesus Christ . . . spoken and lived.
 The best way we can effectively win others is to 

lovingly declare the Gospel and demonstrate God’s 
love in how we live!

 God is Love! May the GPS of His agape love guide 
us and abide in us; may the world experience that 
love through us! May we love just like Him!
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