


JOY IN OBEDIENCE
1 JOHN 5:1-5

News Flash: Life with Jesus Christ as Lord is not a huge, 
joyless bummer of agonizing perseverance!
 Life in Christ is joyful when we are obedient to the Word, 

His will, and walk in His ways.
 Disobedience to God’s will is clearly a tragedy, not a 

blessing.
 But so is reluctant grudging obedience a robber of our 

joy a tragedy as well; like Jonah found out!
2



WHAT IS THE SECRET OF
JOYFUL OBEDIENCE? 

 Recognize that obedience is a family matter—it starts at 
home. Just as it is in our homes, so it is in the Kingdom!

 We show our love to God not by empty words, but by 
willing works. 

 We don’t read the Bible as a textbook, but as a love letter 
written by a Father who only wants His best for His kids.

 The Christian who experiences God’s perfecting love finds 
himself enjoying the Word of God and truly loving it.
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DO YOU LOVE GOD’S WORD?
 The longest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 119, and its 

theme is the Word of God. 
 We have confidence and honesty from that perfect 

maturing love found in God’s Word; our fears about 
God are put to rest.

 Disobedience leads to dishonesty, and both turn our 
hearts away from the Word of God. 

 Perfect love produces joyful obedience to all of God’s 
Word.
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OUR VICTORY v. 4-5
 As Christians, we live in a real world and are beset with 

formidable obstacles and real problems. It is not easy to 
obey God, but it is not impossible, either!

 The world appeals to the old nature (1 John 2:15-17) and 
tries to make God’s commandments seem burdensome. 

 Our victory is a result of faith, and we grow in faith as we 
grow in love. 

 Nothing is above King Jesus; He has already won the 
battle. It is not drudgery to follow His orders, it is a 
blessing.

5



THE FINAL AUTHORITY IS KING JESUS
Are you loyal to the King? When believers backslide, we 
slip back into the world by stages, not overnight. 

1.  Friendship with the world James 4:4 
2.  Spotted by the world James 1:27
3.  Loving the world 1 John 2:15-17 
4.  Conformed to the world Romans 12:2

Our relationship to Jesus Christ grows in a similar way—
by stages. Do you want joy?
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HERE ARE THE STEPS TO JOY!
1.  We must cultivate a deep friendship with Christ. 
2.  This friendship will begin to influence every area of our 

lives: our walks, our wills, our ways. 
3.  Our friendship with Christ and our becoming like Him 

will lead to a deeper love for Christ and His Word. 
4.  The more we know Him, the better we love Him; and 

the better we love Him, the more we become like 
Him—“conformed to the image of His Son.” Rom. 8:29

WHAT AN EXCITING JOY-FILLED WAY TO LIVE!
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