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FEELING FORGOTTEN
GENESIS 40

It’s bad enough that Joseph is in prison falsely accused; 
but now look at him—he saves a butler and then gets 
forgotten himself! Have you ever been forgotten?
 There are no accidents in God’s providential care. 

Nobody would in a right state of mind sign up for 
this kind of duty, so God allows prison for innocent 
Joseph to spare a simple butler’s life.

 God alone knows why He allows the things He does!
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TO GOD BE THE GLORY
Even in prison, God is using Joseph!
 Joseph is an optimist, always ready to be used by God.
 Like Joseph, anything you or I do for the Lord should 

be done to the praise of God.  Colossians 3:17
 It is interesting that God used dreams in our passage.
 But we don’t find the Apostles teaching dream 

interpretation in the New Testament. 
 Jesus restored all who believe on the third day—not 

just the butler!
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HEY, WHAT ABOUT ME?
 Joseph gives the butler his background info: Dude, I 

am innocent, get me out of here!
 Can you be trusted as a friend, or are you only there 

when it’s good for you? Matthew 5:37; James 5:12
 The baker’s dream and Joseph’s interpretation: 

Joseph says, your buddy is out, but you’re toast.
 How are you at being bold when the Lord asks you to 

be bold? Can you deliver tough news when asked?
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LESSONS FROM THE PRISON
 God never left Joseph’s side; He always had a 

plan, and that plan was good!
 In spite of the discouragement, Joseph believed 

that God was moving in his life, and there were 
fruits of faith which were apparent. 

 Joseph’s faith in this trial made him humble and 
caused him to be more faithful later in life.

 Joseph learned to trust God in every 
circumstance—good, bad, and indifferent.
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GOD’S GOT IT!
 Sometimes we are tempted to think: Man, does God 

see “I am between a rock and a hard place”? Things 
are awfully gloomy right now.

 You don’t see the way out, you wonder if God cares. 
 This is one of the main reasons for the life of Joseph.
 He wants you to know that He cares and that He is 

moving in your life. Heb. 11:5-6 and 2 Tim. 2:11-13
When you feel forgotten, remember: God’s got it!
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