


CONSCIENCE, CONFIDENCE AND CHRISTIANS 
2 CORINTHIANS 1:12-24

Having a “clear conscience” is a significant key to 
victorious Christian living.

 Our English word conscience comes from two Latin 
words: com, meaning “with,” and scire, “to know.” 

 Conscience is that inner faculty that “knows with” our 
spirit and approves when we do right, and also accuses 
when we do wrong. 

 Conscience is not simply remembering the Law of God, 
but it bears witness to that Law internally. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSCIENCE
Why were the Corinthians accusing Paul of deception and 
being uncaring? He changed his planned visit.
 Truth is, nothing in life or ministry is perfect—including 

well-intentioned and well thought out plans. Every plan 
is subject to “if the Lord permits.” 1 Corinthians 16:7, 
James 4:13-17

 Even plans B, C, D and F also had to be scrapped. 
 Gossip, slander and character assassination ensued.
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MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND CONSCIENCE
 Misunderstandings among God’s people are often very 

difficult to untangle because one misunderstanding 
often leads to another. 

 Once we start to question the integrity of others, the 
door is opened to all kinds of problems. 

 But no matter what his accusers might say, Paul could 
stand firm. 

 What Paul wrote, what he said, and what he lived, were 
all in agreement. His conscience was clear.
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FOUR ATTRIBUTES OF A CLEAR CONSCIENCE

1. When you have a clear conscience, you will live in the 
light of the return of Jesus Christ. v. 14 

2. When you have a clear conscience, you will be serious 
about accomplishing the will of God. v. 15-18 

3. When you have a clear conscience, your life will 
glorify the Lord. v. 19-20 

4. Finally, when you have a clear conscience, you will be 
on good terms with the Spirit of God. v. 21-24
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THE CONFIDENCE OF THE SPIRIT
 As believers, we have been anointed by the Holy Spirit 

to have confidence about our conscience before God. 
2 Corinthians 1:21 

 A Holy Spirit-led conscience gives us the special 
confidence that we need to serve God. 1 John 2:20-27 

 The witness of the Spirit within guarantees that we are 
authentic children of God and not counterfeit. 
Romans 5:5; 8:9
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CONSCIENCE AND CONFIDENCE KEEP US 
GOING AND GROWING

 Our conscience and confidence in the Holy Spirit 
enables us to serve others (2 Cor. 1:23-24) not as 
spiritual dictators who tell others what to do, but as 
servants who seek to help others grow and work 
alongside of them. 

 Because of the indwelling Holy Spirit, Paul was able to 
have a clear conscience and complete confidence to 
face misunderstandings with love and patience. 
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