


WHAT DO WE REALLY KNOW?
1 JOHN 5:6-13

When it comes to spiritual/biblical truths, Christians 
should not be afraid to say, “We know!”
 The Greek word translated “know,” gnosis or ginosko,

occurs thirty-nine times in John’s brief letter, eight 
times in this closing chapter. 

 The Christian life is built on the divine certainties that 
are found through our relationship with Jesus Christ 
as defined in God’s Word. God wants us to know.
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SOME CERTAINTIES TO “KNOW”
1.  JESUS IS GOD v. 6-10 
 Because Jesus is God—Jesus has brought into 

our lives all the characteristics and power of 
God—knowing Jesus is knowing God.

 Here in 1 John 5:1-5, emphasis is placed on 
trusting Jesus Christ. 

But how do we know that Jesus Christ is God?
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It is true that some of His contemporaries called Jesus 
a liar and a deceiver. Matt. 27:63 
 John’s epistle refutes the false teaching that Jesus 

was less than fully God and fully Man. 
2.  THREE TESTIMONIES FROM HEAVEN

a.  First witness: the Water Matt. 3:13-17
b.  Second witness: the Blood John 12:28
c.  Third witness: the Holy Spirit John 15:26, 16:14
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THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WITNESS OF JESUS
 The Holy Spirit is the only person active on earth today 

who was present when Christ was ministering here. 
 So does the Bible teach that the Holy Spirit is a person? 

First, we might ask . . .
• What is a person? “Any human being considered as a 

distinct entity or personality; an individual.” 
• And what is personality? “Distinctive qualities or 

characteristics of a person . . . That which constitutes 
a person; personal existence.” (Funk and Wagnall’s 
Dictionary)
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THE PERSONHOOD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT!
Some serious questions:
  Can the Holy Spirit think for Himself and make His own 

decisions? Yes. (Rom. 8:27; Acts 15:28; 1 Cor. 12:8-11)
 Can the Holy Spirit act independently of Himself? Yes.

(Luke 4:18-19; Isa. 48:16; Rom. 8:14; John 14:16)
  Can the Holy Spirit speak for Himself? Yes. (John 16:13-

15; Acts 13:1-4, 21:11)
  Besides these, the Bible says He can hear, guide, show, 

choose, call, and send forth others.
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THE WHOLE TRINITY AGREES
 The Father and Spirit, the water and the blood, settle 

the matter: Jesus is God. 
 Not only is there the witness of the Spirit within us, 

but there is the witness of the Word of God. 
 Eternal life is a gift, it is not something that we earn 

(John 10:27-29; Eph. 2:8-9). But this gift from God 
the Father is a person—His only Son, Jesus Christ.

 Jesus was and is the firstborn, the preeminent one, 
and Himself is the father of eternity. Col. 1:15-18
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WE SHOULD KNOW OUR BIRTHMARKS
 “ . . . practices righteousness is born of Him.” 1 John 2:29
 “No one who is born of God practices sin.” 1 John 3:9 
 “ . . . because we love the brethren.” 1 John 3:14
 “ . . . everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”

1 John 4:7 
 “ . . . is born of God overcomes the world.” 1 John 5:4 
 “These things have I written to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that 
you have eternal life.” 1 John 5:13

8


