


TRIUMPHANT FAITH
2 CORINTHIANS 2:12-17

Note to self: Apollyon, the Devil, Satan is using his devices 
to discourage and destroy you! v. 11
 The word for “devices” in verse 11 is nocma, meaning 

“that which is thought out.”
 Satan thinks out his moves. He brings to bear on our life 

situations the keenest created mind in the universe.
 Satan is not God, nor God’s equal, but he is a very 

brilliant strategist—so we are always in a battle.
Paul was now experiencing that battle firsthand.
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TRUTH IS, WE CAN ALL GET INTO
A FAITH FUNK OCCASIONALLY

 We sometimes forget that even our greatest heroes, 
like the great Elijah, are still men “subject to like 
passions as we are.” James 5:17 

 Paul was thinking of majestic ministry—what he got 
was despair and discouragement.

 Paul may have been down, but he was far from out!
 Paul would take this discouragement in Troas and use 

it to fuel his ministry in Macedonia.
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A SHOUT OF TRIUMPH v. 14-17
 Paul always seems to be living in the victory. He may 

take a beating or two, but he always gets back up. 
 Paul could see the Christian equivalent of a Roman 

triumph coming one day.
 He breaks out cheering the Commander in Chief. 
 In the midst of his shout of triumph, Paul says, Hey, 

what’s that new cologne you are wearing? v. 14b-16 
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THE REALITIES OF THIS NEW FRAGRANCE
 The word “fragrance” is osmc in John 12:3 to 

describe the fragrance which filled that Bethany 
home when Mary poured that priceless ointment 
over the Lord. 

 The fragrance here is the beautiful fragrance of 
grace floating from believers’ lives.

 Believers, saints, saved sinners love that fragrance.
 Unsaved sinners hate that fragrance. 
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FRAGRANCE OF GRACE: TWO RESPONSES
The Bible is filled with stories of two people in the same 
situation with very different outcomes for each.
 The prodigal and the elder brother
 The smell of Abel's offering goaded Cain to fury. 
 Isaac (a believer) and Ishmael (a mocker and a rebel) 
 Esau grew up profane, a veritable Old Testament 

prodigal. Jacob came home to God.
 Ruth married Boaz; Orpah went back into the dark. 

6



DON’T MIX YOUR FRAGRANCES
 For no one can be neutral when the fragrance of 

Christ found in Scripture pervades the atmosphere. 
 The true biblical fragrance of the gospel causes people 

to sense the presence of Christ. Some believe and 
others mock, just like on Mars Hill. Acts 17:32-34

 The Bible ends with a warning against tampering with 
the Word of God, Rev. 22:18-19—Bible termites.

 It is also true God does allow our faith to be tested, 
but only so it will be strengthened.
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TRULY TRIUMPHANT FAITH
 God often uses the boll weevils in our lives to show 

us the true riches we have in Christ. God tears down 
what we trust in that allows us to live our lives 
without faith!

 Circumstances may discourage us, and people may 
oppose us and misunderstand us, but we have in 
Christ the spiritual resources to win the battle.

 By faith we are triumphant conquerors in Him.     
Rom. 8:31, 37
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