


VICTORY OVER SIN
1 JOHN 2:1-6

How do we gain victory over the sin within us that can 
so easily knock us off track if we are not careful?
 We can conquer sin by living lives that match His 

Word—keeping His commandments.
 Walking in the light of the Word of God—being 

doers of it!
 In Verse 1, John makes it clear that Christians do not 

have to sin. Sin is optional in the life of a believer.
Sin is an elective not a required class.
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OUR SECRET WEAPON:
WALKING IN THE LIGHT

Walking in light is an active pursuit not a spectator’s sport, 
and it requires us to engage all that we are in this endeavor.
Notice it does not say . . .
 Lounge in the light.
 Be friends with somebody who is in the light.
 Lay down in some light.
 Get really close to the light and shadows will do.
We walk fully committed to the light—be sincere. Phil. 1:10
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IT’S HONEST OBEDIENCE
 Walking in the light means obeying God’s Word (v. 3-4) not 

simply hearing it or even knowing it . . . but obeying it!
 To walk in the light means to spend time daily in God’s 

Word, discovering His will, and then obeying what He said.
 Obedience to God’s Word is tangible evidence of our love 

for Him. 
 There are three basic motives for obedience:

1) we have to; 2) we need to; 3) we want to.
Jesus: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” John 14:15
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DEFINING VICTORY: W.W.J.D.
 Walking in the light means living here on earth the 

way Jesus lived when He was here and the way He is 
right now in heaven.

 Practically, walking in the light, following the example 
of Christ, is living by the light of God’s Word.

 Our walk to be free from sin is a living relationship not 
just dead religious repetition. Col. 1:27-29

 To have victory, we emulate His life in word, thought, 
and deed! Col. 3:1-25
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WE HAVE GOD’S HELP
 It is not by means of simple imitation or replication that 

we can have victory over sin and abide in Christ, walking 
as He walked; that would be works-based salvation.

 No, it is through incarnation: the work of the Spirit in us! 
 We can never lose or change the sin nature that we 

were born with (1 John 1:8), but we do not have to obey 
sin’s desires either because Christ is in us. Eph. 3:14-21

 His power is in us to help us forsake those things that 
once held us captive!
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VICTORY OVER SIN IS SAYING 
“NO” TO ALL DECEPTION

 Spirit-filled living cannot be built on things that are 
demonic, deceptive, diseased, and dangerous. 

 If we are walking in the light, we must know ourselves, 
accept ourselves, and yield ourselves to God and His Word. 

 If we live to please ourselves and God, we are trying to 
serve two masters, and this never works.

It is not enough to know the language of the LORD; we must 
also live the life of the LORD. If we say, “We know,” then we 
ought also do what we say we know!
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