
OUR NEW FAMILY
GALATIANS 4:1-7

Praise the Lord that we are “born again” into a new family—freed by 
grace through faith—when we trust Jesus as our Savior and Lord!
 One of the tragedies of the Law, legalism, or being legalistic is that 

it gives the appearance of spiritual maturity when, in reality, it 
leads the believer back into a “second childhood” of Christian 
experience . . . through religious works. 

 This experience is the same as Christians today who get involved 
in various legalistic or shepherding movements, hoping to become 
better Christians. 

Their motives may be genuine, but their methods are wrong.
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FIRST, PAUL EXPLAINS OUR ADOPTION 
 Among the blessings of the Christian experience is adoption 

(Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:5). The New Testament word for adoption
means “to place as an adult son.”

 We do not enter God’s family by adoption the way a homeless 
orphaned child would enter a loving family in our own society. 

 The only way to get into God’s family is by regeneration, being 
“born again.” John 3:3 

 We ENTER God’s family as children by regeneration—by grace 
through faith—but we ENJOY God’s family by adoption as full 
sons, with all its rights and privileges.
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THREE CRITICAL FACTS

1. WE USED TO BE CHILDREN IN BONDAGE TO THE LAW AND 
SERVED A HARSH MASTER v. 1-3 

 This was the spiritual condition of the Jews under the age of 
the Law. 

 Stuck in the “elemental” things; for some fifteen centuries, 
Israel had been in kindergarten and grade school, learning 
their “spiritual ABCs,” so that they would be ready when 
Christ would come. 

 Legalism, then, is not a step toward maturity, it is a step 
back into childhood; selfish I-can-do-it-myself attitude.
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2. GOD’S SOLUTION FOR THE LAW:
HE SIMPLY REDEEMED US BY HIS GRACE v. 4-5 

 He paid the price on our heads with the blood of His own Son!
 The expression, “the fullness of the time” (v. 4), refers to that 

time when the world was providentially ready for the birth of 
the Savior. 

 The old religions were dying; the old philosophies were empty 
and powerless to change men’s lives. 

 Strange new mystery religions were invading the empire. 
 The God Man came to save us. The ancient promise said that the 

Redeemer would be of “the woman’s seed” (Gen. 3:15), and 
Jesus fulfilled that promise. Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25
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3. WHAT WE ARE NOW BY ADOPTION: 
SONS AND HEIRS v. 6-7 

The contrast here is not between immature children and adult sons, 
but between SERVANTS of the Law and SONS of God. 

 The contrasts are very easy to see:

a.  The son has the same nature as the father, the servant does not.

b.  The son has a father while the servant has a master. 

c.  The son obeys out of love while the servant obeys out of fear. 

d.  The son is rich, but the servant is poor.

e.  The son has a future while the servant does not.
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THE RADICAL GIFTS OF SONSHIP 
 The Lord tells us as His children that He is our “Daddy” or 

“Papa”—not simply our boss or master.

 The Holy Spirit brings us into a personal, intimate relationship 
with our heavenly Father whom we may approach at any time 
and under any circumstance, knowing that He always hears us 
and lovingly cares for us because we are truly His own.

 The consummation of divine sonship is given in the promise of 
joint inheritance with Christ. 

 The outcome is inheritance of the Father’s entire estate. 

Now that’s a wonderful new family!
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