


TWO EMPIRES
DANIEL 11:1-20

“Now I am here to explain what will happen to your people in the future, 
for this vision concerns a time yet to come.” Daniel 9:14 

 The prophet had identified “The Man” who was speaking to him as ynda—
“My Lord.” Now “The Man” begins to speak.

The vision of the future is about to unfold:
 The great unseen conflict between the forces of light and darkness—heaven 

and hell—the Lord introduced in chapter ten. The Lord now comes and 
says, I have it all under control.

 Israel’s disobedience, rebellion, and immorality have been weighed on the 
scales of God’s justice; and the nation’s chastisement is chronicled—
foreordained and foretold—in both biblical prophecy and also seen in 
recorded history.
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THE TWO PARTS OF CHAPTER 11
1.  Fulfilled prophecies—the history of the ancient world.

 Verses 1-35 describe the people and events of the first sixty-nine of 
Daniel’s sevens that were revealed in the ninth chapter. 

2.  Yet-to-be-fulfilled prophecies—the very last days.
 Verses 36-45 cover events that will take place during the seventieth 

seven, including Israel’s salvation during the tribulation and the reign 
of the Antichrist. 

From my perspective:
 The first part of this chapter shows history revealing the wonder of 

prophecy, and the second part shows prophecy revealing future history.
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WHY DOES PROPHECY EVEN MATTER?
One glaring reason is to show that God controls history before it ever 
happens. 

1.  Biblical prophecy authenticates God’s Word as truth. 
2.  It demonstrates that the God of heaven cares for His creation.
3.  It validates that the coming promised Messiah is Savior, Lord and God. 
4.  It strengthens God’s people for the future which may be painfully 

uncertain and frightening. 
Prophetic truth is history written in advance. 
 This chapter is a “light shining in a dark place.” 2 Peter 1:19-21
 In the first thirty-five verses, there are at least 135 prophecies which have 

been literally fulfilled, facts that can be corroborated by studying the 
history of this period.
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EMPIRE #1: MEDO-PERSIA v. 1-4
 Verse 1. Interestingly, the Lord Jesus Christ (The Man, even I) reveals that He 

supported and protected Darius the Mede in 539 B.C. 
 Verse 2. This vision occurred during the reign of Cyrus the Great and three 

more kings, who were: 1. Cambyses, 2. Pseudo-Smerdis, and 3. Darius 
Hystaspis. The fourth monarch was Xerxes, also known as Ahasuerus. 

 Verses 3, 4. Since this prophecy touches on major events and characters, it 
jumps over nearly 150 years to the time of the Ram and the Goat (Aegeus). 
The mighty king who does as he pleases is Alexander the Great. 

Alexander’s empire was parceled out toward the four winds, and to four 
generals who were not his descendants: Ptolemy–Egypt; Antigonus—Babylon, 
North Syria; Lysimachus—Thrace, Bithynia; Cassander—Macedonia.
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EMPIRE #2: GREECE IN EGYPT 
AND SYRIA v. 5-20

 At this point, prophecy narrows its scope from the four divisions of 
Alexander the Great’s empire down to two. 

 Egypt (South) ruled by the Ptolemies appears first, then Syria (North) ruled 
by the Seleucids. 

 These two proved to be the most significant divisions of the Greek Empire. 
 However, that is not the only reason the vision focuses on Egypt and Syria. 
 These two divisions of the Greek Empire were involved in a great conflict for 

dominion over Israel; war filled the Levant.
 Behind the scenes of this great conflict for the land of Israel, God’s 

sovereignty ruled over the rise of princes (rulers), as demonstrated by His 
foretelling of the future.
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7
The history of the ancient Middle East and Asia Minor told in advance!


