
INTRO TO REVELATION 
The word, REVELATION 

comes from the Greek word, 
Apocalypse, which means 

“Unveiling”---  

"discovery of what was 
concealed or hidden".  
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Apocalyptic Writings 
Revelation is the only book of its kind 
in the New Testament.  In the O.T. we 

find Daniel, Ezekiel and Zechariah  

BASIC CHARACTERISTICS:  

• There is an extensive use of timeless 
symbols and striking visions.  

• It’s contents include future events or 
eschatological events.  
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About the Book 
AUTHORSHIP:  

• The writer gives his name as John -- 
John 1:1, 4, 9; 22:8 

• Justin Martyr, a disciple of Polycarp 
who himself was a disciple of John, 
wrote in A.D. 140-160 that John the 

Apostle was the author of 
Revelation.  
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About the Book 
DATING REVELATION: 

There were three cycles of 
persecution during the second 

half of the first century.  
1. Nero’s --A.D. 62-67 

2. Domitian’s-- A.D. 84 --96 
3. Trajan’s --was the last, in the 

late nineties.  
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About the Book 

PLACE OF WRITING: the Greek Island of Patmos 
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About the Book 

• RECIPIENTS: The first readers of 
Revelation were the "seven churches of 
Asia" Rev. 1:4 

• PURPOSE: The book of Revelation was 
written to give encouragement and 
assurance to persecuted and troubled 
Christians. 

• THEME: This is the unveiling of Jesus 
Christ in the present and the future Rev 
1:1  
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About the Book 

KEY VERSE:  Rev 1:7. The book opens and closes 
with phrases and ideas centered around the 

words of Jesus,--- "I am coming soon“ 

KEY WORDS: 

–  LAMB (29 times)-The sacrificial lamb of 
God. 

–  THRONE (44 times)- The Righteous 
Judgment and Sovereignty of God. 
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An Outline 
An excellent 3-part outline of the entire 

book can be taken directly from 
Chapter 1 verse 19  

1. "What you have seen" --- Rev. 1:9-20 

2. "What is now—the things which 
are“---  Rev. 2:1-3:22 

3. "What will take place later—after this 
“--- Rev. 4:1-22:5  
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INTERPRETATION:  
 SCRIPTURE INTERPRETS SCRIPTURE.  

• To the people who read it in A.D. 97 
it must have been sufficiently plain 
for them to comprehend its main 

message, even though the intimate 
details would be revealed over time 

GOD IS BOTH THE AUTHOR AND THE 
INTERPRETER! 
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IT’S REALLY NOT THAT HARD 
 The problem for many is with the 

mysterious CREATURES, SYMBOLS 
AND VISIONS throughout Revelation 

that are beyond what we know to 
exist. 

 There have been several approaches 
to reading and teaching the 

Revelation which have caused much 
confusion.  
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THE THREE MAIN APPROACHES 

1. Some students and teachers interpret the 
Revelation literally.—That does not work 

2. Another approach is to interpret part of the 
Revelation as literal and other parts as 
symbolical. –That’s silly and confusing 

3. The third approach, WHICH IS THE PROPER 
APPROACH, is to read the Revelation as a 
series of SYMBOLS that have another 
meaning. -----depicting LITERAL EVENTS 
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THE USE OF SYMBOLIC 
LANGUAGE.  

1. Why did God elect to write the 
Revelation using symbolic language?"  

• Why did He not simply spell things out to 
us in literal, easy-to-understand 

language? 

2. The second question is, "how do we 
know what the symbols mean?"   

• Who can interpret the symbols for us? 

 
12 



SOME ANSWERS 

 Symbols protect the Revelation from 
being destroyed.  

 God used Symbols that are a universal 
language .—they transcend time 

 Words change in meaning throughout 
history and cultures but Symbols are 
timeless--- ”Bomb” no longer means 

exclusively explosives! - 
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THE CREDIBILITY OF REVELATION.  
 

Revelation testifies of itself in the very first 
chapter. 

•  It says that it is the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ –God incarnate in Human Flesh. 

• Another proof for the Revelation is that 
all of its prophecies about the Seven 

churches have been historically fulfilled 
with precise detail.  

 14 



THE REVELATION IS NOT A NOVEL  

Revelation is nine parallel visions that foretell 
events which will occur in the time span of the 

history of the entire Christian era.  

• For example, the letters to the seven churches 
are representative of the situations that will 

exist in seven periods of church history, 
beginning in 33 A.D. and ending at Christ's 

second coming—yet future.  

• But they were also literal churches in Asia 
Minor—Modern day Turkey 
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REVELATION IS NOT A HISTORY 
OF EVERY EVENT 

Only political and religious events which 
have a direct impact upon --God's Church.  

• This Church is separate from all human 
religions, including the religion of 

Christianity.  

• The True Church of God and all those 
claiming to be “Christians” are not one and 

the same ---Think of The Crusades and 
Spanish Inquisition 
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WE ARE SEARCHING FOR TRUTH 

The purpose of all bible study is to know 
the truth and only the truth. 

John 8:31-32 
………..32And you shall know the truth, and 

the truth shall make you free.” 

• We want to live (abide) in The Word! 

• We interpret The Word by using the 
Word of God-- as our guide.  
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GENESIS Vs. REVELATION 
 What begins and is ruined in Genesis is 

finalized and fixed in Revelation.  

 In Genesis We have the first creation 
Gen. 1.1, in Revelation 21.1 the first 
creation passes away and we have the 
new creation.  

 We have the entrance of death Gen. 
3.22, in Revelation 21.4 there is no more 
death.  

Are you ready to see Him unveiled! 
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