
A.K.A. Religious Babylon 
REVELATION CHAPTERS 17 and 18 deal with RELIGIOUS 
and COMMERCIAL BABYLON, its rise and its fall.  

 I SEE THESE TWO ENTITIES—RELIGIOUS AND 
COMMERCIAL BABYLON—INTERTWINED TOGETHER.  

 CHAPTER 17 will deal with RELIGIOUS BABYLON. 

 CHAPTER 18 will deal with COMMERCIAL BABYLON.  

These two entities will feed off each other and are ruled  
by the same master! 

THE GREAT HARLOT REV. 17 
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1. THE APOSTATE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Our focus tonight will be on religious Babylon or the 
APOSTATE CHRISTIAN CHURCH that comes into the fullness 
of her power during the tribulation period.  

 Here we see the false church called THE HARLOT and we 
can compare this with the true church which is called the 
virgin bride of Christ.  

 It is as Paul said in 2 CORINTHIANS 11:2. 

 The false church was VERY RELIGIOUS IN THEIR 
ACTIVITY, but they have moved far away from Christ—
and His Word. 
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2. THE WOMAN ON THE BEAST 
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3. BABEL—ZIGGURAT OF UR OR EU HQ 
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GENESIS CH. 
10 and 11 



4. MYSTERY OF BABYLON v. 5  
This hidden truth or mystery takes us back to the beginning, to 
the book of GENESIS, CHAPTERS 10-11. 
1. Back to BABEL, which means “the gate of god,” and to a man 

named NIMROD, whose name means “we will rebel.” Nimrod, 
Semiramis and Tammuz—the false immaculate conception. 

2. The Babylonians picked up on this from the Sumerians, 
establishing their kingdom in the same area that Nimrod lived.  

3. Then, the Babylonian religious leaders moved from Babylon to 
Pergamos. REVELATION 2:13  

4. Then on to Emperor Constantine and Rome—The State Church. 
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5. WHAT CHURCH KILLS TO CONVERT? v. 6 

The history of the Catholic Church, especially in medieval 
times, is horrific. 

 It was not at all what the Lord intended it to be, for 
millions lost their lives in the Inquisition, Crusades, Peasant 
Wars and Reformation of Martin Luther. 

 They lost their lives at the hands of the Catholic Church. 
From the birth of Popery in 606 AD to the present time, it is 
estimated by careful and credible historians that more than 
fifty million have been slaughtered for the crime of heresy.  
-History of Romanism (pp. 541, 542) 
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6. WHAT BEAST NOW? v. 7-8 
SOME SAY IT REPRESENTS A MAN, THE ANTICHRIST, WHO 
BECOMES A WORLD RULER. 

 Others say that this beast refers to the revived Roman 
Empire that comes on the scene in the last days. 

 I feel that the beast spoken of here—that carries this 
harlot—is the revived Roman Empire, and in reality, they 
both profit from each other. LIKELY, IT’S BOTH. 

The antichrist will oversee this final kingdom. Could this 
point to the E.U. in league with the Roman Church?  
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7. KINGS AND KINGDOMS v. 9-11 
Rome has been called “the city on seven hills.” 

In Daniel 2:10, the kingdom that Jesus will establish is likened 
to a great mountain which covers the whole earth. Also, in 
VERSE 10, the word “there” is better translated “they.” 

 Keep in mind that when John wrote this book, five world 
empires had come and gone: Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, 
Medo-Persian, and the Grecian. Thus, “Five have fallen.”  

 John goes on to say that “one is” (6 total at that time). Rome 
was and will come again.  
DAN. 7:8-27 
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8. ONE RELIGION, ONE GOVERNMENT v. 12-14 
During John’s writing of this book, these kings were not in 
power yet, at least some 2,000 years in the future, for we 
are told that they “have received no kingdom as yet.”  

 But when this kingdom comes to power, they too will rule 
for a short time and the power which they have, they give 
over to the beast; and for three of these kings and 
kingdoms, the Antichrist takes it by force.  

 It is interesting to note that these rulers are of “one 
mind”—ONE WORLD GOVERNMENT AND ONE WORLD 
RELIGION! 
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9. THE DANGER OF ECUMENISM v. 15-18 
As much as I believe scripture clearly points its finger at the 
Catholic Church as the head of the Ecumenical movement 
toward a single last-days church, 

THE PROTESTANT CHURCH IS ALSO INVOLVED, as is the 
Mormon Church, Islam, Buddhism, Animism, Humanism, as 
well as every other cult.  

 Today many churches have watered down the Gospel 
message and added a works theology to get into heaven. 

 JOHN 14:6 IS THE MEAT OF THE GOSPEL; ANY OTHER 
SAVIOR APART FROM JESUS OUR LORD IS FALSE—AND 
DAMNING TO MEN’S SOULS. 
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