
THE NEW JERUSALEM REV. 21:9-27 

PEOPLE HAVE LAUGHED AT THIS PASSAGE FOR CENTURIES, 
SAYING THINGS LIKE: 

 That’s impossible, there is not enough gold on earth to 
pave streets of a city with it. 

 Geologically, that can’t happen.  

 Gemstones for the foundation—come on, that’s insane. 

 A city descending from heaven—seriously, that’s a fable or 
myth. 

NEWS FLASH: We have been told this would be the prevailing 
thinking of lost mankind. 2 TIM. 4:3-5; 3:16-17  

 



2. THE BRIDE’S CITY 

NEW JERUSALEM, THIS NEW HEAVEN-SENT CITY, IS 
KNOWN BY THE PEOPLE WHO DWELL THERE.  

 In fact, last week in REVELATION 21:2, that is how John 
describes this city. 

 The bride of Christ—you and me and all those who 
have come to know the Lord prior to the start of the 
tribulation period.  

 The same angel who poured out a bowl of God’s wrath 
is now inviting John to see God’s love for His church. 

 
 
 



3. THE CITY OF LIGHT AND GLORY v. 10-11 
I believe this city will be the main focus in the eternal state 
because it will be the place where THE LORD DWELLS.  

 Like our sun being our light today (no sun = no light and 
life) this New Jerusalem will be the place by which the 
heavens and the earth will be illuminated. 

 Jasper is the first stone in the breastplate of the high 
priest.  

 It is opaque and translucent like a diamond, and is a 
symbol of purity and holiness—a prism of God’s glory. 

 

 



4. THE WALLS AND GATES v. 12-14 
Now John gives us some details of this city.  

 First of all, it had high walls; these walls were not used 
for protection, but for beauty.  

 It also had gates—12 of them—and as VERSE 25 tells 
us, these gates shall be open all the time; they will 
never be shut.  

 The wall of the city also had a foundation that was in 12 
layers, and each of these layers bore the name of one of 
the 12 apostles.  

 

 

 

 

 
 



5. THE CITY OF ALL BELIEVERS 
I believe Paul alludes to this city in EPHESIANS 2:20-22. 
 You see, all can come to this new city—both Jew and 

Gentile—because they have become one in Christ!  
 In HEBREWS 11:8, Paul shows us the faith of Abraham 

as he looked ahead to this time.  
 Abraham looked ahead to a future city that God was 

going to create for us to live in—the New Jerusalem!  
 Peter also picks up on this in 2 PETER 3:11-14. 
 Are you looking forward to the New Jerusalem, or 

mourning the former glory of Egypt? 
 
 

 

 

 

 



6. A BLOCK PARTY ON STEROIDS 

 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Earth has a surface area of 197 
million square miles, as a slightly 
less-than-perfect ball with a 
diameter of 7,913.5 miles.  
 
THERE ARE 3.375 BILLION 
SQUARE MILES OF LIVING SPACE 
WITHIN THIS CITY!  
 
In other words, there will be 17 
times more space per person 
than we currently have on earth 
 



8. THE 12 STONES/TRIBES/APOSTLES v. 18-20 
1 JASPER—A CRYSTAL CLEAR GEM THAT COULD BE A 

MASSIVE DIAMOND 
  

2 SAPPHIRE—A CLEAR BLUE GEM SIMILAR TO A 
DIAMOND IN HARDNESS 

  

3 CHALCEDONY—A GREENISH AGATE WITH POSSIBLY 
A FEW STRIPES OF OTHER COLORS MIXED IN 

  

4 EMERALD—A BRIGHT GREEN STONE   

5 SARDONYX—A REDDISH WHITE ONYX SIMILAR TO THE 
COLOR OF HEALTHY FINGERNAILS 

6 CARNELIAN—A FIERY RED OR BLOOD-COLORED STONE 
FROM SARDIS 

7 CHRYSOLITE—A TRANSPARENT GOLDEN-YELLOW STONE 

8 BERYL—A SEA GREEN EMERALD LIGHTER IN COLOR THAN 
THE THIRD FOUNDATION 

9 TOPAZ—A TRANSPARENT GREENISH-YELLOW STONE 

10 CHRYSOPRASE—A YELLOWISH PALE GREEN STONE 
SIMILAR TO APPLE GREEN COLOR 

11 JACINTH—A VIOLET HYACINTH-COLORED GEM 

12 AMETHYST—A PURPLE-COLORED STONE 



9. THE PEARLY GATES AND GOLDEN STREETS v. 21 
YEP, THAT’S CORRECT; THE PEARLY GATES ARE IN THE BIBLE! 

 These 12 gates were each made of one pearl; and a pearl is 
nothing more than a by-product of an irritating grain of sand 
or a tiny parasite. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 

 In MATTHEW 13:45-46 we are told, in so many words, we 
are that pearl of great price which the Lord purchased with 
His life.  

 Also, the streets of the city are made of pure gold; yet what 
does God find the most value in? YOU AND ME! 



10. THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD SHINES v. 22-27 

There is no need for a temple, for we can go directly 
before God, just as He desired. God is everywhere all the 
time. 
 Notice there is no need for the sun to give us light in 

the New Jerusalem, for the glory and brilliance of God 
will illuminate the place.  

 DON’T YOU HATE GOING SOMEWHERE AND FINDING 
OUT THE PLACE IS CLOSED?  

 The gates of the city will always be opened because 
there will be no darkness in this city—FOREVER! 


