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THE KEYS TO GOD’S BEST IN RELATIONSHIPS

The purpose of this study is to identify the top five “keys” to healthy and harmonious relationships, God’s 
way, and to provide the model of God’s original design for relationships with the opposite sex before 
marriage, the husband and wife relationship, and parent-child relationships. 
 

Some truths to think about...
 

1. None of us have been through life before. Therefore, we need wisdom. A life without the application 
of wisdom would be like hiring a guide to climb Mt. Everest who had never been there before. It is 
essential for us to be teachable, to learn, change and grow!
 

2. One of the most important areas where wisdom is needed is relationships! Would  you not agree 
that some of the greatest blessings and the greatest bummers in life are linked to relationships? 
 

3. The Bible places a huge emphasis on relationships. In fact it could be said that the most important 
issue in life are relationships, since the two great commandments are to love the Lord and love 
your fellow man. 

 

LOVE (GOD’S VERSION!)
 

What is love? How important is it? What does it look like? 

There is a story of a man in excruciating pain, who visited his doctor saying, “Look Doc, when I touch my 
head and knee and arm and chest, there is pain all over! The bewildered doctor finally examined his hand 
and said, “The problem is that you have a dislocated finger!” 
  

In life, if your “love” is broken—it throws everything off! 

The Bible teaches us that: 
“God is love”
“For God so loved the world...”  
Jesus said “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 
The Greatest Commandment is to love the Lord and to love our fellow man.

The word “love” occurs 361 times in 322 verses in the Bible!
The reality is, there is just no getting around the issue of love!
 

WHAT IS LOVE? 

The challenge is that in the English language, we only have one word for love—love! 

That’s why we can say, “I love tacos...love those Dodgers...Oh yea, and I love my grandmother too. 
 

However, in the language that the New Testament was written (Greek) there are four words for love: 
 

There is love between family members (Greek word, Storge)
There is love between friends (Greek word, Phileo)
There is love demonstrated physically: (Greek word, Eros)
There is the highest form of love, God’s love: (Greek word, Agape)
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What does God’s love look like?

God’s love (agape) by nature is self-less, others-oriented, demonstrates kindness, mercy, help 

and forgiveness. 

Love is not a feeling, it is an action!

“Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another...” 
(Ephesians 4:31)
 

Love, “loves”—as an end in itself,  because it is always good and glorifies God!  
Love is active, whether the circumstances are comfortable or convenient. 1 Corinthians 13:6 reads, “Love 
never fails,” which means that it never fails in being good, helpful, healing and it lives forever. 

Jesus demonstrated love on the cross by publicly proclaiming on the cross, “Father forgive them for they 
don’t know what they’re doing!” (Luke 23:34) 

You don’t have to agree with others (or even like them) to love them. 

You don’t have to compromise your convictions to be compassionate! 

Love is not reactive when there is conflict and adversity, but rather is patient and suffers long. 
“Love suffers long and is kind...” (1 Corinthians 13:4) The word for “suffers long” is the greek word 
“Makrothamea.” It speaks of adversity, friction and injury in relationships. 

This tells us that love is not always sensual, euphoric and based solely upon “feelings.” 

The natural response to adversity, conflict and pain in relationships is to react, recoil and to become 
self-protective. 

In doing this, one’s heart can grow small and hard. 

Love at times is like a sponge that absorbs ignorance and injury and the blows of adversity. 

Ephesians 4:2, “with all lowliness and gentleness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love...”

Love retreats in patience, then advances in kindness (i.e. mellow, no edge, no sharpness) when 

there is conflict. 

“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” 
(Ephesians 4:32)

It’s in this retreat and advance where one of the greatest learning curves exists which helps us 

grow more like Christ in godly character and love.

You learn about others. 
You learn about yourself. 
You learn that you need a heart that is growing larger and more like Jesus! 

More often than not, conflict is due to human weakness rather than an intent to harm or to be malicious.

People react differently based upon their education, culture or past experiences. 
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In this great and diverse world that we live in there are many differing types of personalities. For example, 
some people smile when they are confused, while others look sad when they are actually happy!

Often people speak out of personal pain (sometimes deep pain and even if abused as a child). 

God’s love rescue plan in Christ replaces self-management with God-management. “I am crucified with 
Christ...” (Galatians 2:20)

God’s love breaks destructive cycles, often passed down from generation to generation!

It is the Lord’s goal to grow you in not only receiving His love, but giving His love to others. 

This means, that we are all prayerfully learning and growing in love since the Lord’s aim is to make us 
more like Jesus!

Love fights to protect others from harmful influences. 

Think of John 3:16. 

“Think how we feel when we see someone we love ravaged by unwise actions or relationships. Do we 
respond with benign tolerance as we might toward strangers? Far  from it. Anger isn’t the opposite of 
love—hate is. And the final form of hate is indifference. The more a father loves his son, the more he is 
angry at the drunkard, the liar, or the traitor in his son. And if I, a flawed, self-centered woman can feel 
this much pain and anger over someone’s condition, how much more a morally perfect God who made 
them.” (Becky Pippert - Hope Has Its Reasons)

FORGIVENESS

Forgiveness is essential to any growing, healthy and lasting relationship. 

The plan of the Father in Christ was to bring renewal and healing by Jesus paying the debt of our sin on 
the cross, making peace with God for us. 

The Lord wants us to receive the forgiveness Jesus purchased for us on the cross!

He also wants us to give forgiveness to others. 

Forgiveness is one of the greatest needs that we all have—both receiving it and giving it to others! 

Jesus taught us to pray, “...forgive us our debts and we forgive those who trespass against us.” 
(Matthew 6:12)

“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” 
(Ephesians 4:32)

But there is a lot of confusion surrounding the issue of forgiveness and for many, it is a daunting and 
discouraging reality to experience. 
 

It’s important to understand upfront that one of the main reasons the Lord  commands that you forgive 
others is that He does not want you under the power and injury of the injustice that you have experienced. 

Receiving and giving forgiveness is a main way the Lord heals us and brings wholeness to our lives! 

When an injury or injustice is not replaced with forgiveness, the consequence is that it morphs into worse 
realities such as bitterness. 
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Some facts about bitterness ... 
1.  Bitterness has been medically linked to glandular problems, high blood pressure, cardiac disorders, 

ulcers, and depression. 

2. One leading psychiatrist wrote, “90% of all people in insane asylums could be released immediately 
if they would learn how to forgive, or how to be forgiven.”

3. Where there’s bitterness, there’s discouragement. Bitterness leads to paranoia. You start to develop 
a victim’s mentality—that everyone is out to get you. You become negative, critical, and paranoid. 
You become judgmental of others and think you know their motives. You think people are talking 
about you. A victim’s mentality is a habit of thinking that justifies not moving forward in one’s life in 
health and healing. It’s a mentality that paralyzes progress! 

Such thinking produces thoughts such as:

“I have been injured”...“Life has not turned out as I had hoped”...“I will hold my injury or what is the 
perceived injustice toward me wherever I go”...“I will be bitter that such circumstances took place in my 
life”...“I will choose to not go forward because I have been mistreated”...“I will allow my pain to paralyze 
my progress.” 
 

Remember when Jesus asked a paralyzed man, “Do you want to be made well?” (John 5:6) 

It sounds odd to us, but the fact is there are some people who don’t want to change and be healed. 

The lack of growth and spiritual paralyses has become a friend. 
 

What’s the answer? The injury and the bitterness that often accompanies it needs to be replaced with 
intentional and proactive forgiveness, kindness, faith and love! What is forgiveness? 

WHAT FORGIVENESS LOOKS LIKE
 

1. Forgiveness is remembering how much you’ve been forgiven. (Ephesians 4:32) 
 

2. Forgiveness is relinguishing your right to get even. (Romans 12:19)

God is in the avenging business for us if we let Him!

“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,  “Vengeance 
is MINE, I WILL REPAY, says the Lord!” (Romans 12:19)

3. Forgiveness is responding to evil with good.  

“Do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you”. 
(Luke 6:27-28) 

4. Forgiveness begins “vertically” by saying, “Lord, I want to forgive them. I choose to release that 
person from their debt!”  

“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave 
you.” (Ephesians 4:32)

5. Forgiveness is repeating the process as long as necessary. (Matthew 18:21-22)
 

6. Forgiveness does not mean, however, that trust is restored. 
 
The restoring of trust takes time.
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Below is the difference between unforgiveness and forgiveness: 
 

“You OWE me” vs. “You DON’T owe me.”

“I’m going to make you pay for what you did by hating you, slandering you, and returning in kind 
what you did to me” vs. “I’m not looking for payment of any kind...”

“I’m going to recruit other people to participate in my bitterness” vs. “I’m not trying to even the score.”

“In the end, I will get my revenge” vs. “I’m writing it off; I’m letting it go.” 

“I will make you regret your actions” vs. “God didn’t make me so cold to carry all this.” 
 

Remember, the Lord loves you! His love is protective! He is a healer! One of the chief reasons the Lord 
commands us to forgive is to ensure that we are no longer under the injury and injustice. 

COMMUNICATION
 

Communication is the life-blood of healthy relationships. 
 

The Bible says, “Life and death are in the power of the tongue.” (Proverbs 18:21)
 

For example:
A word from a judge can condemn or forgive...
Just the two words, “I do,” at the right time and right place can lead to a lifelong marriage. While 
the words, “I will not,” in the face of temptation can save that same marriage.

 

THE ACRONYM T.H.I.N.K.

We need to ask if our communication is: True? Helpful? Inspiring? Necessary? Kind? 

[T]  IS IT TRUE? 

Is what you say factual? Is it accurate? Is it Biblically correct? 
 

Words matter! Words are significant. You must protect the significance of words/ ideas. You must 
avoid minimizing the importance of communication. 
 

It’s been said that there are two subjects to avoid during family gatherings: religion and politics. 
Have you ever wondered, why?  Often these issues are emotionally driven, rather than fact driven! 

 

[H]  WILL IT HELP? 

 

James 4:1 says, “Brothers, do not slander...” The Greek word translated “slander,” literally means 
“to talk down.” Slander is similar to gossip, which means “to pass on personal facts.” 
 

However, slander is not only passing on personal facts about another person, it is passing on 
personal facts in such way that the other person is put down and demeaned. 
 

When half truths are circulated with a purpose to damage someone’s reputation, it is VERY difficult 
to get back. It’s been said that a lie travels the world seven times before truth “get’s it’s shoe” on. 
Solomon put it this way: “The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles; they go down into the 
inmost body!” (Proverbs 26:22)
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Someone said, “The slanderer and the assassin differ only in the weapon they use; with the one, 
it is the dagger, with the other, the tongue. The former is worse that the latter, for the last only kills 
the body, while the other murders the reputation.” 

 

[I]  IS IT INSPIRING?

 

“Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may 
impart grace to the hearers.” (Ephesians 4:29)
 

What words impart grace? 
 

• Words of affection: (i.e. to children: “I love you!” and “You are a reward from God...a gift from God.” 
(Psalm 127) Within marriage, and parent/child relationships, a mere touch can say, “You are not 
alone,” “I appreciate you,” “I’m sorry,” or “I love you.” “Touch” amplifies a sense of safety and 
security.
 

• Words of reconciliation: (i.e. “I was wrong. I’m sorry. Please forgive me!” “We all stumble in many 
ways…” (James 3:2) “A righteous man falls down seven times but gets back up.” (Proverbs 24:16)
 

• Words of vision and encouragement: (i.e. painting a picture of effectiveness “You are gifted in this 
area...I believe you can do it.”)
 

• Words of security: (i.e. “No matter what happens, I will always love you!”)

(N)  IS IT NECESSARY? 

 

“If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion 
is worthless.” (James 1:26)  
 

The idea behind the word “control” speaks to “restraining” what comes out of your mouth. 
 

Just sounding off with your every feeling or idea would make your life a mess, not to mention 
everyone else’s lives around you. 

The Bible says, ”Don’t talk too much, for it fosters sin. Be sensible and turn off the flow.” 
(Proverbs 10: 19) 

 

In fact, the Bible identifies the “fool” (does not have common sense) as someone who just speaks what’s 
on his mind. Dangerous! 
 

Proverbs 13:16 says, “Wise people think before they act.” 

Proverbs 18:2 says: “A fool has no delight in understanding, but in expressing his own heart.” 
 

Sometimes it’s best not to say anything at all!

“He who has knowledge spares his words, And a man of understanding is of a calm spirit. Even a fool is 
counted wise when he holds his peace; When he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive.” 
(Proverbs 17:27-28)
 

[K] IS IT KIND?

 

“Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to 
answer each one.” (Colossians 4:6)
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The phrase, “always with grace,” means graciousness.This will require “grace” in your heart. Its 
antithesis is hyper-criticalness/fault-finding. 
 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
(Colossians 3:16)
 

A person who says kind things, has a kind heart. A person who says negative things, has a negative 
heart. A person who says mean things, has a mean heart.
 

“Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.” (Romans 
12:10) “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil-speaking be put away from you, with all 
malice: And be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 
forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:31-32)

 

CONFLICT
 

Conflict is not a matter of if, but when. Life does not run smoothly and in order like a Swiss Watch!

We live in a broken world full of broken people. 
No one is perfect. 
No one has complete understanding in all matters. 
And there are a lot of moving parts in life! 

A wise person recognizes that conflict is inevitable and that conflict is a potential disease carrier unless 
we fight it with wisdom and love.

The Bible tells us that when there is conflict with other Christians, we need to work hard to find a way to 
be at peace with them.

Ephesians 4:3 reads, “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

The Greek word translated “endeavoring” literally means “studying.” (2 Timothy 2:15). 

The idea is that we need to “study” on how to get along with people who are difficult, and that we perhaps 
dislike.

For many of us, this is a lifelong lesson! 

Jesus said, “God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.” 
(Matthew 5:9, NLT)

Amidst conflict, focus on feelings first, not the facts! 

David admitted, “When my thoughts were bitter and my feelings were hurt, I was as stupid as an animal.” 
(Psalm 73:21-22 TEV)

Begin with sympathy, not solutions. 
 

Focus on reconciliation of relationship rather than resolution of issues. 

Ultimately, people don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.
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Foundational truths: 1) The Deity of Christ, 2) Salvation by Grace, 3) Resurrection of  Christ, 4) The 
Gospel, 5) Judgement 6) Sin 7) The nature God/ monotheism. These are the doctrines the Bible 
says are necessary.  Though there are many other important doctrines, these seven are the ones 
that are declared by Scripture to be essential. An unbeliever (i.e., Mormon or Jehovah’s Witness, 
atheist, Muslim) will deny one or more of these essential doctrines. 

The disciplines of: 1) growing in Christ, 2) growing individually and in the community of the church 
family. 

1) Biblical Interpretation issues: 2) baptism, 3) spiritual gifts, 4) Genesis 1-2 (young earth/old earth)

1) Liberty Issues. 2) Cultural issues. 3) Alcohol & Smoking. 4) Entertainment issues.

More often than not, conflict among Christians is over non-essential teachings vs. issues regarding 
salvation. 

DON’T “SWEAT!”

1 Timothy 4:7 says, “Exercise yourself toward godliness” or “train yourself to be godly.” 

Don’t sweat...
“Non essential doctrinal differences”( i.e. speaking in tongues or not, differing views on how to   

interpret election, “end times”)
“Political” differences
“Personality” differences
“Cultural” differences (clothing, food, customs)
“Procedural issues” in a local church

However ... 

DO “SWEAT” THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH...

that Jesus is true.
of introducing others to Jesus.
of loving Christians.
of loving your family.
of loving your neighbors.
of purity.
of prayer.
of fellowship with other Christians.
of downloading God’s Word in your life—devotions!

 

FRIENDSHIP
 

The values of friendship are essential to any healthy relationship, whether it is a relationship with the 
opposite sex before marriage, the marital relationship and even between parent and child. 
 

What does the Bible say about “friendship?” What are the values of a true friend? 
 

  A friend is committed.
 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. (Proverbs 17:17)  
 True friendship means that you are committed to your friend’s best interests—no matter what!
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A friend forgives.
“He who covers a transgression, seeks love, But he who repeats a matter, separates friends.” 
(Proverbs 17:9)
A friend not only forgives but knows when to close their mouth in order to eliminate problems with 

people they care about.

A friend is close to your heart. 
“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother.” (Proverbs 18:24)  Good friends remain true to each other. 

A friend speaks the truth. 
“Open rebuke is better than love carefully concealed. Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the 
kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” (Proverbs 27:5-6) 

A friend cares for you.
“Ointment and perfume delight the heart, and the sweetness of a man’s friend gives delight by 
hearty counsel. A good friend will help you with their counsel.” (Proverbs 27:9)  

DATING 

The big idea..
Relationships prior to marriage with the opposite sex help to lay a foundation for the most important 
relationship on a human level—which is marriage. 
 

“Dating” is not some institution that God created like He did Marriage and the Church.
 

What we do have, however, are instructions and principles that help to provide direction for our relationships 
before marriage that gives us the best chance for a healthy and harmonious relationships. 
 

One of the chief passages is 1 Timothy 5:2, “...younger women as sisters with all purity...” 
 

The word for purity is “Hagneia,” in the Greek. It is a word that speaks of sinlessness, purity and chastity! 
 

This means that the relationship between a male and female prior to marriage is to avoid any moral, 
spiritual or physically compromised position or activity. 
 

Ephesians 5:29 tells us that love “nourishes,” (Greek Ektrepho) which means to “build up, to edify, to 
mature” -- and that love “cherishes” (Greek Thalpo) which carries the idea of “keeping warm, or protecting.
 

When genuine love is active in a relationship, both people will be built up, strengthened, valued and 
protected.
 

To love someone is to: 1) nourish (influence in such a way that the person is influenced to be the person 
God intended them to be) and 2) cherished (their vital interests are protected, namely their relationship 
with God!)
 

The dating relationship ought to be proactive with genuine love!

The attitude should be, “I am going to influence you by caring for you, understanding you, pointing you to 
Jesus Christ, being your best friend, and really enjoying life with you.” 

The moment the line is crossed in “touching” the opposite sex in a morally and physically compromising 
way (i.e. in a “sexual manner”), it is not active love! 
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In short, love is “keeping your hands off in a sexual manner.”

While on the other hand, true love is “hands on” in kindness, understanding, value, and friendship!” 

“Hands on” godliness energizes friendship which is the basis of any great relationship!
 

While on the other hand, sexual compromise erodes friendship, and impacts the “flight pattern” of the 
relationship because now the winds of guilt, compromise and insecurity are present. 

Often, sexual appetite increases when fueled with an attempt to find security in what has become an 
insecure situation!

It’s not uncommon for women to give their bodies sexually to gain love. 

It’s not uncommon for men to say, “I love you” to gain sexual relations. 

Ultimately you want physical expression of love (sexual relations) to be the celebration of a great intimate 
friendship and relationship in marriage!

While “dating,” avoid anything that will undermine your friendship. 
 

Hands on with genuine love that nourishes and protects!

Hands off with regard to moral and sexual compromise!
 

Finding the right person has much to do with being the right person. It is God’s will that you are a 
follower of Jesus. It is God’s will that you embody holiness, and purity in relationships. 

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because  of all he has 
done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind He will find  acceptable. This is truly the 
way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way you think. Then, you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 
and pleasing and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2 NLT)

Here’s a good “check-list” for the dating relationship.

 Are you dating a Christian? 

 Do they demonstrate godly character? For example, If their eyes were commitment; lips were 
compassion; cheek bones were purity; nose were love; biceps were integrity; hips were holiness; 
chest were obedience to God, would they be attractive? 

 Do they love Jesus and follow Him? 

 Are you closer to Jesus for knowing them? 

 Do they have a hunger to grow in Christ? Attend church? Pray? Study the Bible? 
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HUSBAND AND WIFE
 

God created marriage! 

“Haven’t you read that at the beginning, the Creator made them male and female, and said that for this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.” (Matthew 19:4-6)

God’s model and purpose for marriage: 

 “Companionship” Genesis 2:18 

We were created for relationships. Marriage is the deepest, most intimate, and beautiful  
relationship between a man and a woman. 

 “Children” Genesis 1:28

God purposed marriage to be the context of conceiving life, nurturing life, and raising life!

 “Protection” Proverbs 6:27-28

Marriage provides a protective covering between a man and a woman of trust, love, care and growth! 

 “Sexual Contentment” Proverbs 5:18-19; Hebrews 13:4 

“...rejoice with the wife of your youth. As a loving deer and a graceful doe, Let her breasts satisfy 
you at all times; And always be enraptured with her love.” (Proverbs 5:18-19) 
“Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled...” (Hebrews 13:4) 

 “A Love for a Lifetime” (based on a Covenant)

A Covenant is a promise or binding contract between God and man.
The marriage covenant is a love for a lifetime! 
This means that the marriage relationship is not based on chemistry (feelings), or social  
status (neither of which are durable). 

 Marriage is purposed to model the relationship between Christ and His Church. 

The Bible says, “This is a great mystery I speak concerning Christ and the church,” which in short 
means that the gospel of Jesus and marriage actually explain one another  (“Christ’s relationship 
with the church gives meaning to marriage).
For example, “Husbands love your wife as Jesus Christ loved the church.” 
Christ’s love is a love that sees one for who they are, but still loves them!
Christ’s love sees one, not just for who they are, but who they are becoming!
Christ’s love is not based on how beautiful a person is, but it is a love that makes a person more 
beautiful!
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PARENT/ CHILD

Raising children requires wisdom to train a child and instruct a child in the Lord. 

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the 
Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)

Below are eleven key principles ...

1.  Wise parents know that kids have spiritual needs.

 
The reality is that your child wonders, “Why am I here?” “What is truth?” “What is death?” “Who is 
God?” “What is right?” “What is wrong?” “What is wise?” “What is unwise?”
 

Public School, Science or Government will not answer these questions. 

2.  Wise parents know that the main answer to spiritual needs is the Heavenly Father. 

There is a Heavenly Father that we were made to know. This is the heart of what the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is.  Jesus said, “I am the way...” Your child was made to find their security and identity 
in Christ and in a relationship with the Heavenly Father.

3.  Wise parents lay a spiritual foundation in a child’s life.

A good place to begin is to talk to your child about the Lord’s prayer. (Matthew 6:8-13)

4.  Wise Parents Model Spiritual Priority (Lk 2:42-42)

The story is told of a father and his young son who were climbing a mountain together. When they 
came to a very difficult and dangerous place in the trail, the father stopped to consider which way he 
should go. Then he heard his son say, “Choose the right path, Dad. I am coming right behind you.”

The family that has Jesus Christ in the center of their life will be blessed.

5.  Wise parents understand that even in godly homes, there is conflict. But a family is a place 
where you are loved unconditionally and where it’s safe to grow. (Luke 2:48)

6.  Wise parents understand that teaching a child to listen and to honor authority is essential 

to honoring God!

“The eye that mocks his father, and scorns obedience to his mother, the ravens of the valley will 
pick it out and the young eagles will eat it…” (Proverbs 30:17)

Teach your children to honor those who are in a place of leadership and responsibility. It will open 
up a world of blessing to them!  

7. Wise parents know that rules and boundaries are important to the development, security 

and safety of a child. 

8. Wise parents also know that rules without a relationship doesn’t work! Wise parents 

understand that love is spelled T.I.M.E. with their children. 

There’s a story of a Dad who took his son on a fishing trip from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at night. Dad 
wrote in his journal, “Caught nothing, waste of time!” His son wrote, “Greatest day of my life!”

Be intentional to spend time with your children! 
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9. Wise parents monitor their children’s relationships with their peers/ friends, who they “hang 

with” and what the influences are in their lives.

10. Wise parents bless their children with Biblical promises, expressions of love and affirmation! 

There’s something within the heart of every person that longs for the blessings of their parents. 
God made us this way! It needs to start immediately when a child is born. 

Every parent can say to their children, “You are MY/ OUR beloved son/daughter!” 

Every parent can identify an area of their child’s life to say, “I am well-pleased with  _____” 

Every parent can say “You are a blessing and a gift from God!” 
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