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THE PERSON & WORK OF JESUS

There is no figure in the history of man that has captured the imagination like the Lord Jesus. More books 
have been written about Jesus than any other figure of the past. More music has been composed in 
worship of Him. More pictures have been painted portraying His life than any other historical figure. In 
fact, every time you write a letter, you acknowledge His entrance to our planet because of the date. It’s 
been said that the “dividing time of history was on a Bethlehem door!”
 

Jesus was and still is the most powerful person in world history.

The noted historian H.G. Wells admitted, “When I come to write history, I must give first place to a 
penniless teacher from Nazareth!”

The Jewish historian Josephus (AD 37-100) who is the most respected first century historian in 
history wrote, “He was the Christ, and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among 
us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he 
appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten 
thousand  other wonderful things concerning him.”

 

But the question remains, “Who is Jesus?” In other words, was Jesus a mere man with great charisma, 
was He an extraordinary teacher, or was He the Son of God—the God-man?
 

Who is Jesus?  
 

The great author and Oxford philosopher C.S. Lewis offered this perspective: 
 

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not  be a great moral 

teacher. He would either be a lunatic, on the level with a man who says he is a poached egg, or he 

would be the devil of hell. You must take your choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of God, or 

else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool or you can fall at his feet and 

call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great 

human teacher. He has not left that open to us…”

 

Why did C.S. Lewis say that the option of Jesus as a great human teacher is not open to us?
 

The answer is because the teachings of Jesus were not a set of philosophical or ethical teachings, but 
they had to do with revealing the uniqueness of who He is and what He would accomplish. 
 

For example, 
Jesus claimed to forgive sin. (Matthew 9:1-8)
(Only God can forgive sin—as sin is an offense against God)
Jesus said that He will judge the world. (John 5:27, 30)
(Only the One who is all knowing, and perfectly just, can rightly judge the world to ensure justice  

and hope) 
Jesus said that He gives eternal life. (John 3:16)
(Only the Creator, who created life, can give life!) 
Jesus said that He is sinless. (John 8:46) 
(Only God cannot contradict His nature of perfect moral majesty and holiness) 
Jesus said that He is the object of faith. (John 8:24)
(Only God is to be worshipped!)
Jesus said that He answers prayer. (John 14:13) 
(Only God can hear the hearts, whispers and cries of man!)



2

Jesus said that He is worthy to be worshipped. (Matthew 14:33) 
(Only God is to be the first allegiance and loyalty in our life). 
Jesus said that He is the Truth. (John 14:6) 
(Only God who created us knows the purpose for which we were created, and the ultimate plan  

He has for man) 
Jesus said that He has all authority. (Matthew 28:18) 
(Only the Sovereign God of the universe could make such a claim)
Jesus said that He is one in essence with the Father. (John 10:30)
(the Bible identifies that God is triune in nature) 

 

What does all of this tell us? 
 

God Revealed Himself to Us in Jesus

Based upon what Jesus taught of Himself, we learn that Jesus did not come so we can find God, but 
rather Jesus as God came to find us! 

How else could we know the eternal God unless He revealed Himself? 
“For who can know the LORD’s thoughts? Who knows enough to give him advice?” 

(Romans 11:34) 

Jesus said, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
Whom You have sent.” (John 17:3) 

Jesus is saying that “eternal life” is based on a relationship with the “true God,” and “Jesus Christ.” 
 

It is essential then to know who Jesus is and to believe in Him, so long as it is an accurate view of 
Jesus who is identified in the Bible. 

Furthermore, there are other religions that promote ideas about Jesus that are not accurate, such as:  
Mormonism: which identifies Jesus as the half brother of Lucifer.
Jehovah Witnesses: who say Jesus is a created being (Michael, the archangel).
Christian Science: which believes that God is in everything, and therefore Jesus is a highly 
enlightened Christian Scientist!
Religious Science: which tells us that Jesus became “Christ-conscious.”
Scientology: which promotes the idea that Jesus was invented!

 

You can see that the most important issue in life is knowing the true identity of Jesus, as revealed in the 
Bible, and what your response will be to Him? 

Jesus is God: The One
who forgives; who gives eternal life; who answers prayer; who is worthy to be worshipped; who is 
the Truth; who has all authority; who is one with the Father; who cares about you, is pursuing you, 
loves you, and wants a relationship with you!
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Jesus is the Son of God
 

Why is it so important that Jesus is identified as the “Son of God?” (John 3:36) 

When the angel Gabriel told Mary, the mother of Jesus, that she would bear Jesus, he identified 
that the Holy One who would be born would be called, “The Son of God.” (Luke 1:35)
Thirty years later at the baptism of Jesus, God the Father said, “You are my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11)
Jesus said to Nicodemus, a chief leader of the Jews, “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
Only begotten Son ...” (John 3:16)
During the festival of Hanukkah, Jesus professed, “…do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified 
and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God?’” (John 10:36)
 

Obviously the term “son” is generally understood to be an “offspring” or created being. 
 

Philippians 2:6 helps us to understand this by identifying the nature of who Jesus is.
 

It tells us that Jesus “who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with 
God...”

The word “being” is a Greek word which stresses the essence of a  person’s  nature (It is a word 
which stresses the continuous state of condition of who the person is).

The word “form” in Greek is the word “morphe,” which identifies what something  is. It refers to 
one’s nature, essence, and innate being.

 

It is telling us therefore, that Jesus is “God.”  
 

“…being in the “MORPHE” of God
or

“...who being in the very nature God ...” (NKJTranslation)
or

“ Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.” (NKJ Translation)

 

“Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his  Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the First and I am 
the Last; Besides  Me, there is no God…” (Isaiah 44:6)
 

“For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9)  
 

“Son of God” is not a reference to Jesus as an “offspring” of the Father but rather, it refers to a position 

that God assumed. It is identifying that Jesus is God incarnate (in bodily form), which was foretold 
(prophesied) hundreds of years before Jesus became a man! (Revelation 1:11)
 

The prophet Isaiah inspired by the Holy Spirit penned,  
“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace, there will be no end upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with  judgment and justice from that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the  Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:6-10)
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“Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)

 

Consider how the Apostle John communicated to a Greek audience the truth that God became a man.  
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that 
was made.” “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John  1:1-3; 14)

 

The term John used for the “Word” was the Greek term “logos” borrowed from the Stoic philosophers of 
the day who identified the existence of eternal realities behind the Cosmos.  

The idea of “logos” was that the rational, what was true, and beautiful existed in the eternal realm. 
 

But what John is saying is that the eternal “logos” wasn’t merely ideas, rules, or a principle, but was 
actually a person who “became flesh and dwelt among us.”
 

It meant that the eternal became incarnate, walked among us and demonstrated that sin and death 
had been conquered in His life, death, resurrection and ascension! 

 

To the Greeks, the idea that a mere mortal could constitute the Logos or the word “incarnate” was insane, 
even ridiculous! 
 

Jesus was not a mere man—but rather, the God-man—and that’s the point! 
 

Question: Why Did Jesus Step Down Into Time and Space? 
 

The question becomes, “Why did Jesus step down into time and space?” 
 

ILLUSTRATION: Years ago hospitals in Europe had a sad way of evaluating the mental health 
of their patients. They would put a person into a room where a plugged sink was overflowing 
with water from a running faucet and then give the patient a mop. If the patient spent their time 
mopping up the overflowing water, rather than simply turning off the faucet, they knew the patient 
was not well, because the patient did not identify the source of the problem but spent their time 
struggling only with the symptoms of the problem.  There is something terribly wrong in our world 
today because the “waters” of emptiness, unforgiveness, death, racism, breakdown of families, 
purposelessness are overflowing and threatening to drown a generation.

 

We are throwing the “mops” of politics, education and money at these symptoms when the real 
source of our problem is sin and a broken relationship with God. In other words, the core problem 
of man is vertical with the One who made us. 
 

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God…” (Isaiah 59:1-2)

 

Answer: Jesus came to bring right relationship between man and the Heavenly Father!
 

“For there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man 
Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 2:5)

The fact that God Himself came to earth, tells us how serious man’s problem really is! 
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Jesus revealed that the problem of man begins on the inside, in the heart of man. In essence Jesus 
taught that: 

Murder starts with hatred in the heart. (Matthew 5:21-23)
The breakdown of sexual immorality starts in the heart. (Matthew 5:27-30) 
Who we really are starts on the inside!

 

In other words, it could be said that there is a “spiritual cancer” that all mankind is suffering from and it 
is called sin. 
 

“...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...” (Romans 3:23)

“...so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.” (Romans 5:12)

“For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23)

Without a Savior, man is doomed to pay for their own sin by death. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one 
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” That’s what Jesus did. Jesus came dying in your place, 
paying the debt of your sin before a Holy God. 

Jesus came...

He didn’t come with a sword in His hands, but with nails in His hands. 

He did not come to bring judgement. He came to bear judgement.

Jesus came to pay a debt. He did not owe because we owed a debt we could not pay. 

He came to fix the core problem of man which is a broken relationship with God, and as a result, 
conquered the power of sin and Satan in our world. 

 

THE GREATEST LOVE RESCUE

What Jesus accomplished is a “love rescue”  by giving His life to rescue us!
 

Jesus, who gave His life on the cross to save us is still with us—He is alive! He conquered the greatest 
enemy we all face which is sin and death itself in His bodily resurrection. 
  

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for 
a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
(Romans 6:6-8)

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ  Jesus our Lord.” 
(Romans 6:23)

“No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay down and 
authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” (John 10:18)

Where Love and Justice Met

One of the most important verses in the Bible with regard to the meaning of what Jesus accomplished by 
giving His life on the Cross is Romans 3:26. 
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“...to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of 
the one who has faith in Jesus.” (Romans  3:26)

 

What does this tell us? 
 

The Cross demonstrated that the Just and Holy One who is the moral governor of the universe 
(who therefore must judge sin and injustice toward God) out of HIs perfect love, became the 
Justifier of man’s sins, by substituting Himself for our sin that leads to death (Romans 5:7-11) so 
that we might be declared righteous before God!
 

What the Cross demonstrated was how a just God who is perfect love, can make unjust men just!
 

The Sting of Death Removed for Believers

To illustrate think of the following passage, “The sting of death is sin!” (1 Corinthians 15:56)
 

Think of it this way. If sin is like a bee sting, it could be said that Jesus gave Himself on the cross to 
be stung by every sin and its consequences in human history, so the sting of sin and death would 
no longer have power over those who trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord.

Jesus came to kill death on your behalf! 

When Jesus gave His life on the cross, it was on the day of Passover which historically is the day 
that God rescued Israel from enslavement in Egypt. 
(1 Corinthians 5:7; John 19:31, 40; Luke 22:8-13)
 

This means then that the great Exodus out of Egypt led by Moses was a “preview” and “prophecy” 

of a greater Love Rescue—a world-wide rescue in Christ that the prophet John identified saying that 
Jesus was “The Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.” (John 1:29)

 

To our Jewish friends, Jesus is the fulfillment of the Torah (Hebrew Bible or commonly known as the Old 

Testament) and Isaiah 53, which in a nutshell is:
 

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might  become the righteousness of 
God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
 

“…. He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities;  the punishment  that 
brought us peace was on Him; and by His wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) 

  

Americans, Ethiopians, Iranians, Egyptians, Israelis, the entire world needs a Savior! 

The Bible says that we ALL:
 

Have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).
Need help outside of ourselves (Matthew 5:3).
Need the rescue of Jesus (Romans 10:11).

 

This means, therefore, that EVERY human being is on equal footing at the Cross!
 

Jesus creates a new man in Himself, who’s identity is based on a relationship with the Heavenly 
Father in Christ, not in ethnicity, or in a nation, or education, which often breed’s arrogance, looking 
down on others, and causing division among us. 
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Jesus also creates a new community called the church (made up of every tribe and nation), 
whose purpose is to love the Lord, each other, and to be the hands and feet of Jesus in their 
generation—a “counter-culture” to culture by  embodying love, grace and the truth of who Jesus is 
and providing a refuge from the breakdown that we are witnessing.

 

Perhaps we can better understand why the apostle Paul remarked, “But God forbid that I should boast 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world.” (Galatians 6:14)
 

All Things New in Christ
 

A major truth in the Bible is called redemption which carries the idea of purchasing something back or 
taking something that is in a weakened state or a broken state and making it new. 
 

“...the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from 
death and decay. For we know that all creation has  been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 
up to the present  time.” (Romans 8:21-22)
 

Jesus said, “Behold I make all things new...” (Revelation 21:5)
 

“Just after the climax of the The Lord Of The Rings trilogy, Sam Wise-Gamgee discovers that 
his friend Gandalf was not dead (as he thought) but alive. He  cried, “I thought you were dead! 
But then, I thought I was dead myself! Is everything sad going to come untrue?” The answer of 
Christianity to that question is—yes. Everything sad is going to come untrue and it will somehow 
be greater for having once been broken and lost!” (Timothy Keller)

 

JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD!

A great miracle happened three days after Jesus died on the Cross and was buried!
 

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received 
and in which you stand …For I delivered to you first of all that  which I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according  to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures...” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

 

Jesus had claimed to have the power to lay down His life, and raise it up again and then He did!

“I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from 
My Father.” (John 10:17-18)

“...Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared 
to be the Son of God with power according to the  Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead.” (Romans 1:2-4)

 

You might ask, “Is the resurrection a scientific fact!?” No, it’s a historical fact!
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Evidence He Resurrected
  

Below are three powerful evidences (there are many more) for the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

#1 The resurrection of Jesus is Jewish history!
The only reasonable explanation for a group of Jews to follow Jesus as the Messiah was that 
there was overwhelming evidence that He had bodily risen from the dead. Jesus had been 
executed by Roman authorities in the city of Jerusalem and in order for Jews to worship Jesus 
as Messiah King, it had to be based on a reality that excluded any possibility of “hallucinations,” 
or “visions” of  Jesus being alive after His execution. 

A man who at one time was the chief antagonistic of Christianity in Jerusalem, the apostle 
Paul, wrote that there was more than 500 witnesses who saw Christ after his resurrection and 
that he was one of them (I Corinthians 15:6)! In addition, on twelve different occasions, over a 
forty-day period, Jesus was seen and heard by many (Acts 1:3)! Jesus was touched at least 
twice (Matthew 28:9; John 20:17). He ate with the disciples (Luke 24:30; 42-43). His crucifixion 
wounds were visible (Luke 24:39; John 20:27).

 

#2 The Roman authorities secured the grave! 
One might ask, “Perhaps someone stole the body of Jesus?” It wouldn’t have been the religious 
leaders who wanted the whole “Jesus thing” to just go away. If Roman authorities had “stolen the 
body” it would have promoted the idea that Jesus is greater than the Emperor because Jesus 
conquered the grave and remains alive! It wouldn’t have been the disciples because each died 
for their faith in Jesus and they would not have died for something they knew was a lie. 

 

#3 The resurrection produced an undeniable power to change lives, and to produce conviction of 
belief that Jesus is the first allegiance in life as the Savior King.  

 

Below are three important passages of Scripture that help us see the wonder, power, majesty, 
indescribableness of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Acts 4:33 “...with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.”
 

Romans 1:4 “...declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead.”
 

Acts 26:26 “...I am convinced that none of these things escapes his  attention, since this thing was 
not done in a corner.”

 

WE ARE BORN AGAIN! 

John, chapter 3 is one of the most significant, influential and even famous passages in the BIble. 

He records a conversation between a Jewish rabbi and Jesus that is essential to all of our lives. 

A man by the name of Nicodemus had come to Jesus saying, “God sent you to teach us... that 

God is with you.”  

Jesus told Nicodemus that He didn’t come merely as a teacher with God’s blessings, but that “...
the Son of Man has come down from heaven.” (Vs. 13)

He told Nicodemus that he needed to be “Born again of the Spirit” to not only “see the Kingdom” but to 
“enter the Kingdom!”
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Nicodemus was of course a Jew, and his “first birth” was certainly important.
He was a member of the chosen people of God purposed to know God and make God known in 

the world. 
He had committed his life to God’s Word and was a good and just man. 

But what Jesus told him in essence was that his first birth, why God created him, was purposed to lead to 
a second birth (i.e. identity) with divine DNA in right relationship with the Messiah of Israel.

Unless this “new birth” took place in Nicodemus’ life, he would not understand God’s plan (see the 
Kingdom) nor fully enter into it (enter the Kingdom). 
What was at stake for Nicodemus as a Jew was experiencing the ultimate purpose of why God chose 
Israel in the first place—to know the Lord and to make Him known throughout the world, which Jesus 
clarified in twenty five words saying, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

Let’s break this down and capture the main ideas...

1. Everyone has experienced a biological birth with biological DNA that identifies one’s family, 
physical traits, and inherent giftedness/talents.  

2. Jesus is saying that God’s plan and purpose for our life is to experience a second birth with DNA 
of divine nature. This second birth brings a new family—the family of God—with a new identity 
in life and unique gifts to influence the future. 

Check out the verses below... 

“By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.” (2 Peter 1:3) 
“For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever 
because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.” (1 Peter 1:23 NLT) 

Nicodemus asked Jesus how can one be born again? Jesus chose an analogy that would be familiar with 
Nicodemus (Numbers 21:4-9), but shocking at the same time. And then in essence, told Nicodemus that 
He would be “lifted up” (common idiom for crucifixion) for sin and “...that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” 

We’re told that Nicodemus became a “secret follower” of Jesus. Perhaps what sealed the deal for 
Nicodemus was that he was an eyewitness of Jesus actually being lifted up on the cross as Jesus 
foretold.

We’re told that when Jesus gave His life on the cross, “...behold, the veil of the temple was torn 
in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked; and the rocks were split; and the graves were 
opened; and many bodies of the saints  who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of 
the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.” (Matthew  
27:51-52)

Nicodemus, along with Joseph of Arimathea took Jesus down from the Cross and prepared his 
body for burial. They associated themselves with Jesus who came to give His life for the sins of 
the world!

 

When a person is “born again of the Spirit,” the Lord takes residence in his life. 

Jesus foretold, “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper that He may abide 
with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him 
nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.”  (John 14:16-17)
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When you are in-dwelt by the Spirit you are given assurance of being in right standing with God. 

“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God...” (Romans 8:16)
 

When you are in-dwelt by the Spirit of God, you have a relationship in Christ with the Heavenly Father 
based upon the unconditional love of God. 

“For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption 
by whom we cry out, Abba, Father.” (Romans 8:15)

The Lord wants your life empowered and “filled with the Spirit,” so you can be an ambassador of Jesus 
Christ to the world that Jesus gave Himself to redeem (Acts 1:8; 4:28-31; Ephesians 5:18)

BEHIND IT ALL - THE FATHER
 

Recorded in Luke 15, Jesus told a story that has proven to be one of the most famous, poignant, and 
powerful stories ever told that sheds light that Jesus is, “the way, the truth and the life and no man 

comes to the Father except it be through me.” (John 14:6) 
It’s a story about two sons and a father.  
In context, the two sons represent the audience  that Jesus is interacting with and is wanting to reach. 
They are the Pharisees and the sinners. Yet in many ways, it’s like the whole world is represented by 
these two sons. 
 

The “little brother” hungered for materialism and sensualism, but never found what he was 
looking for as his life spiraled down in vulnerability and danger. 
 

The “older brother” was a moralist and traditionalist who lived by the idea that if “I obey the 
rules and do what’s right, then my expectations in life will be met.” But he soon realized that his 
expectations were not met and became very frustrated.

 

Both paths were traps that ended up in major disillusionment in life. 
 

What was missing?—A healthy relationship with their Father! 
 

The main point that Jesus was making is that having a relationship with the Heavenly Father is our 
greatest need, and is truly what we are longing for and that is why Jesus came!
 

In fact, it could be said that behind the Gospel is a Heavenly Father who wants a relationship with you 
in Christ! Think about it, it’s impossible to have personal knowledge, communication, trust and love 
with merely an idea, force, or that which is “spiritual.” A relationship speaks of personal knowledge, 
communication, trust, and love. Without Jesus, there is no relationship with God and specifically no 
relationship with the Heavenly Father.
 

The basis of the relationship with the Heavenly Father is not a performance-based identity but rather a 
relationship based on love, like a child/parent relationship. 
 

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of 
God!” (1 John 3:1)

 

Think of the basis of a child/parent relationship. It’s not a peer relationship intellectually, or experientially. 
Rather, it’s a relationship where the catalyst is LOVE! Deep down inside, we’re all longing for this— 
someone who really knows us, and still loves us and someone who is there for us. We all need it!
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Interestingly, Paul Vitz, a professor at New York University—author of the book, “Faith of the 
Fatherless, the Psychology of Atheism” (1999), showed that the top 70 atheists in the world either 
did not have a father in their life or they had a poor relationship with their father. Atheists like, 
Thomas Hobbes, Voltaire, Sigmund Freud, Mao Zedong, and Adolf Hitler—all had fathers who 
were weak, unloving, or absent.

 

Deep inside we’re all longing for a relationship with the Heavenly Father!
 

Christianity, in essence, is the Heavenly Father communicating with us, loving us, revealing Himself to 
us in Christ! 

JESUS ASCENDED AND IS THE KING
 

It is commonly known as the “Ascension!” 
 

It took place on the Mount of Olives overlooking the city of Jerusalem, forty days after Jesus had bodily 
resurrected. 
 

“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight. And while they looked  steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, 
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come 
in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven. Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey.” (Acts 1:9-12)

  

One of the powerful evidences for the reality of the Ascension is the impact that it had on the lives of those 
who witnessed it.
 

When Peter, James and John (all Jews) returned  to the City of Jerusalem, they were staunch 
monotheists (like their forefathers) and were now worshipping Jesus as God! 
 

No Jew would believe that Jesus is the Messiah/King if Jesus did not bodily resurrect and ascend 
to heaven! 

The Ascension was not just a spacial ascension (i.e. moving from one place to another) but it was also a 
demonstration of position and authority as the King. It is the same idea as when the Queen of England 
“ascends” to her throne!

This is why ten days after Jesus ascended, on the day of Pentecost, Peter proclaimed that the 
Ascension of Jesus was a fulfillment of the promise given to David of an everlasting Kingdom 
saying, “He would raise up the Christ to sit on  his throne...” and then quoted Psalm 110, “being 
exalted to the right hand of God” (Acts 2:33). “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but 
he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your  
footstool’” (Acts 2:34).

Jesus is the King

What does the ascension tell us? 
That Jesus “… is ruling over and controlling all of history toward its final goal, in which the church, 
the new people of God, are finally and fully liberated, and, along with them, while the world is 
renewed (Rom 8:18). And at that time there will be no more suffering, evil or death, because Jesus’ 
saving and restoring work will be complete. To put it simply, Jesus is directing a cosmic transition 
plan—one that will bring about new heavens and a new earth (Isaiah 65:16-25). As the ascended 
Lord, He is spreading the gospel and building up his church by working in the hearts of people 
while he guides all the events of history toward a glorious end.” (Timothy Keller)
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To the disciples they always believed that Jesus was the Messiah, but the Ascension revealed that Jesus 
was greater and more glorious than they had ever imagined. They were transformed by the greatest 
reality of all which explains why they were willing to trust and obey Him even though they did not always 
have full understanding. 
 

It explains why Peter answered amidst persecution and threat, “We ought to obey God rather than 
men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. Him, God 
has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness 
of sins. And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey Him.” (Acts 5:29-32)

 

When you are transformed by the greatest reality of all, the Lord Jesus, you do what is right for the sake 
that it is right and that it glorifies God who knows all things and is innately good! 

To love is good and right. 
To forgive is good and right. 
Making Jesus known is good and right. 
Remaining faithful to your marital covenant is good and right.
 

JESUS IS COMING BACK!
 

“This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him 
go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11)

What is this telling us?—but that Jesus is Coming Again!

Jesus taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven …”
 

Obviously, the future holds something—the question is what? The good news is that the Lord holds the 
future! 
 

When you think of the Second Coming of Christ, think of Jesus coming back  into space and time 
at the darkest time in human history. Again, another Love Rescue!

Jesus said, “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the 
elect (i.e. Ethnic Israel), those days will be shortened” (Matthew 24:22).

When Jesus returns, He is:

THE SAVIOR (Luke 2:11; 1 Timothy 1:5; Titus 2:13) who brings a rescue!
THE JUDGE (James 5:9; Acts 10:42; 17:31) who brings justice!
THE KING (Revelation 19:16; 1 Timothy 6:15; John 18:37) who will reign on the earth!

This is NOT doom and gloom. This is the glory of God demonstrated on earth. 
 

The Second Coming of Christ is when man is made whole by the Prince of Peace!
 
In addition, the Second Coming of Christ involves all of Israel being saved in Jesus the  Messiah!
 

The prophecy of Zechariah 12:10 reads, “And I will pour on the house of David and on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 
pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one 
grieves for a firstborn.”
 



13

Romans 11:26-27 reads, “And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written, ‘The Deliverer will come 
out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when 
I take away their sins.”

 

When the Lord returns, it will be a demonstration on earth of what has been the reality all along, that 
Jesus is the KING!
 

There are signs today that tell us that the return of Jesus is near. Below are some of the prophecies that 
have been fulfilled and others that we can see being fulfilled soon. 
 

1.  The Rebirth of the nation of Israel. (Ezekiel 37:1, 3-4, 6, 11-14, 21) (1948)

2.  The City Of Jerusalem is center-stage. (Zechariah 12:1-3, 10, 14:2-4; Joel 3:2; Acts 1:9-11)

3.  Moral and spiritual darkness will increase! (Matthew 24:12; 24:37; Hosea 4:6; John 10:10; 
2 Timothy 3:1-5)

4.  The Isolation of Israel and the Ezekiel 38 Coalition Against Israel. (Ezekiel 37-38)

5. The New World government and economy: Cashless, Checkless Society...Centralization... 
Globalization! (Revelation 13; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12)

6.  The Rise of Anti-Semitism (Revelation 12)
 

PERSPECTIVE: What does it tell us each year when we see the appearing of Christmas lights and 
Christmas gift commercials? Answer: Thanksgiving is near! Similarly, when we see the unmistakable 
signs that the second coming of Jesus to earth is near, we know that the rapture for the church is near! 
What is the rapture? It is when Jesus returns for His church to take us to be with Him, and then to return 
to earth to reign with Him (John 14:1-4; 1 Thessalonians 4:12-16; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52)
 

Are you ready? 
 

The most important issue in your life, therefore, is the decision that you will make either for or against Christ.  
 

Jesus said that you are either for Me or against Me. (Matthew 12:30)

If you are not yet a Christian you may ask, “What must I do to become a follower of Jesus?”
 

FIRST:     ADMIT that you need help outside of yourself—that you are a sinner before a Holy God. 
It could be said that when Jesus was on the Cross, with one hand He reached up to the 
Heavenly Father and with the other hand He reached out to you. There is no sin too big that 
God won’t forgive! Jesus died in your place! Be like the man in the Bible who cried to Jesus, 
“Have mercy on me a sinner!” (Luke 18:13)

 

SECOND: REPENT. Jesus said, “Unless you repent, you will perish!” To repent means to turn from a 
self-centered life in sin to a Christ-centered life in God! Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life…”

 

THIRD:     RECEIVE Him. The Lord is really just a prayer away! “For whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” (John 1:12, Romans 10:13)

 

FINALLY, DON’T PUT IT OFF! DO IT RIGHT NOW! “Today is the day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2). 
“Today, when you hear His voice, don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled.” 
(Hebrews 3:15)


