


A CRITICAL CHOICE
DANIEL 1:8-21

The four Hebrew young men were faced with a critical choice—just as 
was Joshua; the odds seemed horribly stacked against them, the 
outcome looked grim . . . BUT GOD! Joshua 24:11-15
 We will all be faced with life-altering critical choices periodically. What 

will you do? The options are endless for all of us.
 Go with the flow, man, the times have changed . . . change with them 

. . . resistance is futile!
 Modern psychology, situational ethics would have the guys conform 

to the present world system: “When in Babylon, do as the Babylonians 
do!” Don’t resist . . . if you have a predilection just go with it!
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WHAT WILL YOU DO?
We are not to be conformed but transformed. Rom. 12:1-2
 God’s people are not to be conformed to the world if we are going to be 

the salt of the earth and light of the world. Matt. 5:13-16
 We must not regurgitate the rancor of secular universities and colleges,

which are like the Babylonian school, as they attempt to have students 
conform to a humanistic and atheistic system of values. Hedonism rules—
or no rules—rule. 

 The New Testament urges every believer to “abstain from all appearance 
of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22). ALL . . . not just some appearances of evil.

 These young men chose the uncompromised life, opting for the highest, 
noblest, and best; they knew that any liberty that might potentially bring 
bondage was not a direction in which God was pointing them.
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GOD WAS STILL ON THE THRONE—
EVEN IN BABYLON!

When your heart is right, everything else is where it should be.
 The heart is the proverbial center of life according to Proverbs 4:23: 

“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is a wellspring of life.”
 This chapter illustrates one of the key verses of the Bible. Prov. 9:10
 God led Daniel into trial, but provided a way out of temptation. 

1 Cor. 10:13
 Daniel was young and daring, but were the odds against him? No! 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” Rom. 8:31
 “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.” 

2 Tim. 2:13 . . . dare to be a Daniel!
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COMMENDABLE DECISIONS & 
CONSEQUENT BLESSINGS v. 14-20

Because Daniel and his friends resolved not to defile themselves . . .
 God had given the youths a healthier appearance as well as minds with 

wisdom and understanding. Why? They feared the LORD more than old 
King Nebbie! 

 Daniel attributed his learning as well as his understanding of visions and 
dreams of all kinds to be gifts from God. “To these four young men God 
gave knowledge and skill in every aspect of literature and wisdom.” v. 17

 Daniel and his friends excelled at writing, language, mathematics, 
metallurgy, anatomy, and astronomy. 

 Graduation day for Daniel’s class of 602 B.C. came at last.
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THE POWER OF PROPHECY v. 21
There is a basic rule of interpreting Scripture which is often stated: 
 All Scripture has but one primary interpretation; in other words, 

God clearly meant to say exactly and precisely something specific. 
 All Scripture may have several practical applications; you may apply 

the meaning of Scripture endlessly in context to varying situations. 
 Many Scriptures also have a prophetic revelation; that one 

interpretation and consequent application may be about something 
that has not yet happened. 

 The people and events of the first six chapters of Daniel are a 
foreshadowing of future people and events . . . specifically, Israel.
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PROPER APPLICATION & 
CORRECT PROPHETIC VIEW

 The events in these young men’s lives become Israel’s history and 
hope during the “times of the Gentiles,” which we are living in 
today—described in Chapter 2—and are not yet complete.

 In Luke 21:24, Jesus Himself referred to the end of the “times of the 
Gentiles”—referring to the Tribulation in the Olivet discourse.

 At the beginning of Cyrus’ reign in 538 B.C., he issued a decree that 
the Israelites could return to the Promised Land and rebuild the 
Temple. Ezra 6:3-5

 Hebrews 11:6 would be illustrated in the life of Daniel beginning 
with this crucial test.
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MAKING THE CRITICAL CHOICE 
IS NEVER EASY

 Three men in the O.T. offer us a foreshadowing of Christ in His 
anointed offices—Joseph, Moses, and Daniel.

 Each was endowed with wisdom from above because they rejected 
the pleasures of this world. 

 Moses rejected Egypt’s riches; Joseph rejected Potiphar’s wife; and 
Daniel rejected the king’s food and wine . . . power, passion, and 
possessions.
If we give God our full resolve, we can remain strong in 

these critical times as we make critical choices.
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