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The Gift of 
Hope
 by Connie Gill

I
n this time of gift-giving, there are 

many opportunities to bless others.  

God is no exception, in fact, He is the 

greatest gift giver!  No one has given 

more to bless, shape, and mold us.  He 

has given us salvation, peace, joy, and 

love that are comparable to none.

This season, we will see many 

presents given and received.  Most will 

bring us momentary happiness, much 

like a child receiving a new toy, only to 

see that new toy thrown in the toy box 

along with the rest.   In my life, I have 

prayed for “toys” only to receive what 

I actually needed.  For which I am very 

grateful because God always knows 

best.  God wants to give His children 

good gifts. In James 1:17, it tells us 

that “Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights with whom there is 

no variation or shadow due to change.” 

These gifts often come in the form of 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, and the like, all of which 

have eternal value.  We are to desire 

the best gifts and these gifts have 

nothing to do with material goods.  

The things of this world will pass away 

like a child’s toy at Christmas, but the 

things of God will never pass away. 

Charles Dickens once said, “It was 

the best of times, it was the worst of 

times.”  In 2020, I have come to think 

of the quote like this, “Because it was 

the worst of times, it became the best 

of times.”  How can I look at this year 

as the “best of times”?  It has made 

me see what is truly important, and 

the most important thing is that God 

has not changed.  His Word has not 

changed and His love towards us has 

not changed.  Therefore, the fact that 

He only wants to give us good gifts in-

cludes this year.  How can this be, you 

may ask?  God uses every difficult cir-

cumstance and heartache to help mold 

us into His image and this year He has 

had many opportunities to mold and 

shape us.   This can only benefit us and 

bless those around us.

This year has been a very good 

reminder that my focus must be on 

things that are eternal.  Those things 

would be the Gospel, loving others, 

patience during this pandemic, and 

showing the world that we cannot 

be moved no matter what comes our 

way.  Charles Spurgeon said, “Beloved, 

our crusty tempers and sour faces will 

never be evangelists.”   This is especial-

ly true during these trying times.  We 

have an opportunity to show the world 

that we have true hope; the hope that 

will not change because it is based on 

the One who does not change.

Christmas this year may not be 

what we are used to and may not live 

up to our expectations, but trust in the 

one whose birth we are celebrating 

and let Him be the center of all we do.  

Trust in His plan knowing that He only 

wants what is best for us and hope in 

Him!

Lord, grant us hope and may we never 

forget the miracle of our Savior’s birth

Let us sing praises each day in a world 

that seems to be at its worst

Your Word reminds us Your promises are 

“Yes” and “Amen” 

You will never leave nor forsake us to 

the very end

Our hope for our Savior’s return will 

remain our sweet confession 

Rejoice O` daughters of God as we wait 

for our redemption

The promise of a mansion in heaven is 

just beyond the blue

As the Holy Spirit tells our heart Your 

Word is faithful and true

Yes, this “season of hope” reigns 

supremely in our hearts

Knowing the pain and agony of this 

Godless world will soon depart

This Christmas be a shining light in a 

world soon to pass with a sigh

Keep hope in your heart and fear not for 

our life eternal draws nigh

--------------------------------------------------------

“Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of 

God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit who was given to us.” 

- Romans 5:5 (NKJV)

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For 

everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.  

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will 

give him a serpent?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”

- Matthew 7:7-11 (ESV) 

“Season of 
Hope” 
 by Pat Jackson



“The Best Coffee Cake 
Recipe Ever”

Praying the Names of 
Jesus by Ann Spangler

Directions:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees

Coat a 9x13 baking pan with nonstick spray

Set aside

Prepare Cinnamon Filling

In a medium bowl whisk together the 

brown sugar, flour and cinnamon until 

combined. Set aside.

Prepare Crumb Topping

Mix together the melted butter, brown sug-

ar, cinnamon and flour in a medium bowl 

until it resembles coarse crumbs. Use your 

hands to mix to form larger crumb pieces. 

Set aside.

Prepare Cake Mix

Mix the butter, granulated sugar and light 

brown sugar in the bowl of your stand 

mixer fitted with the paddle attachment on 

medium speed for 2 minutes until light and 

fluffy. Add in the eggs, vanilla, sour cream, 

salt and baking powder and mix for 1 min-

ute until combined and smooth, scraping 

the sides of the bowl as necessary. Turn 

the mixer to low and add in the flour and 

milk in alternating portions, beginning and 

ending with flour. Mix until just combined 

and smooth, again, scraping the sides of the 

bowl as necessary. 

Assemble and bake

Spread half of the cake batter into the 

prepared pan. Sprinkle the cinnamon filling 

evenly on top of the batter. Carefully 

spread the remaining cake batter on top 

of the cinnamon layer. Evenly sprinkle the 

crumb topping on top. Bake for 40-45 min-

utes, or until the cake is set and a toothpick 

inserted in the center comes out clean. 

Remove cake from oven and place pan on a 

wire rack to cool completely.

Add icing to cake

Whisk together the powdered sugar and 

milk until smooth and drizzle on top of the 

cooled cake. Or alternately sprinkle with 

powdered sugar instead of making icing.

T his book focuses on the key names 
and titles of Jesus, particularly as 

they are found in the New Testament. 
It is a devotional divided into 26 weeks, 
Monday through Friday. Giving you six 
months worth of devotions. Each week 
is dedicated to studying and praying a 
particular name of Jesus.

As I began to learn about Jesus’ names 
and titles, I found my relationship with 
Him begin to increase along with my 
knowledge of the scriptures. It also gave 

me a different way to pray, as I could now 
address our Lord by one of His titles so 
that I didn’t become redundant in my 
prayer time. 

With a new year approaching, 
consider the challenge of learning about 
the names of our Lord Jesus! This is a 
devotional that will lead you in a time 
of reflection, praise, thanksgiving, 
confession, and ending with a suggested 
prayer. 

Book Review by Pat Jackson

Total Time:  1 hour 5 minutes

Prep Time:   20 minutes 

Cook Time:  40-45 minutes

Serves:  12

Ingredients:

Cinnamon Filling

     ¾ cup light brown sugar
     ¾ cup all purpose flour
    2 teaspoons ground cinnamon

Crumb Topping

     6 tablespoons butter, melted
     1 cup light brown sugar
     1 ½ tablespoons ground cinnamon
     1 cup all purpose flour

Cake

     1 cup butter, room temperature
     1 cup granulated sugar
     2/3 cup light brown sugar
     3 eggs
     1 tablespoon vanilla extract
     ¾ cup sour cream
     1 teaspoon kosher salt
     3 teaspoons baking powder
     1 ¼ cup milk
     3 2/3 cup all purpose flour

Icing

     1 cup powdered sugar
     2-3 tablespoons milk     



The suffering, trials, and heartaches we’re facing right now won’t last forever.  At 

the time we’re experiencing them, it feels like forever; but God’s Word assures us 

that the pain of this life has boundaries.  Our gracious and merciful God will not 

allow us to be tried one moment longer than He sees fit.  So hold on to Jesus and 

trust Him – that’s what hope is all about!

“For present troubles are small and won’t last very long.  Yet they produce for us a glory 

that vastly outweighs them and will last forever.”  2 Corinthians 4:17 (NLT)

Hold On Pain Ends

Joy to the World Puzzle



Ladies Bible Study
So far we have studied six women in our “Women of the Bible” series.  For centuries these 

women have inspired and empowered many with insights into what God can do through a 

woman who chooses to allow Him to use her.  So far each woman has been unique and has 

taught us valuable lessons that we can practically apply to our lives today. Here’s a glimpse of 

what we’ve learned so far:

Deborah

A woman given a prominent leadership position 
in a man’s world.  She was a powerful reminder 
that we should never let opposition stop us from 
being all that God desires us to be.

Sarah

A 90 year old woman who gave birth to her one 
and only son.  She reminded us that nothing – 
absolutely nothing is impossible with God!

Rahab

Taught us that our past does not define us.  We 
are God’s masterpiece and He can and will use 
anyone.

Ruth

God sees your tears.  Cry them, wipe them, feel 
them, but don’t let them stop you from moving 
forward.  Never forget there is hope even in the 
most devastating times of your life.  

Naomi

Trials don’t have to ruin you.  You have a choice 
– will you be a bitter or a better woman when all 
is said and done?

 Anna

She was a W.O.W woman (Woman of the Word!)  
Even though she had to wait a 
long time for God to fulfill His promise to her 
she held on with hope and wasn’t disappointed!



“Which woman of the Bible that we have studied so 
far has ministered to your heart the most and why?”

Women of the Bible Comments

The woman of the Bible that I related to was Deborah, 
the prophetess and judge, because of her faithfulness, 
her ability to endure in a situation where women were 
not allowed, and for her faithfulness to obey the will of 
God. I pray that I have those qualities. Philippians 2:4

Tee Moore

The woman we studied that the Lord spoke to me 
most was Naomi.  We can’t control what happens to us 
sometimes, but we can choose whether or not we let it 
make us bitter or better!

Tina Guirguis

The study of Rahab blessed and equipped me. I now 
know that God can use anyone regardless of your 
background if you surrender to His will.

B Ruth Allen

Deborah taught me the most about leading well at my 
work. She was not afraid to do a man’s work when it 
was required and yet she pointed to God who got the 
glory and not herself.  I loved this and it reminded me 
to do the same; I am not to work in self-sufficiency but 
in God’s sufficiency! May He use me at work to bring 
honor to His name!

AnnMarie 

Anna, The Servant, spoke to me the most because she 
practiced waiting on God even though she was of great 
age.

Dina Loo

Anna’s  story of being content in the Lord with her life 
made me realize that I’ve grown weary in this area.  
Her life inspired me to keep my eyes on the Lord and 
be content in the Lord.  Jesus will never fail me.

Emily Devoux

I was inspired by Ruth who was so committed to 
Naomi. I am committed to my kids. All ten, birth and 
adopted.

Marion Adams

I was encouraged by Deborah. When she was faced 
with an unusual situation, she trusted God and 

stepped up to the challenge. That encouraged me to 
trust God and be willing to serve even when it is un-
comfortable.

Joyce Birdsong

The study of Anna stood out to me. From personal 
experience, I found serving is a wonderful way to stem 
grief.

Donna Perron

I was inspired by Ruth. Ruth was a regular woman going 
through life’s daily challenges.  Ruth showed loyalty, 
compassion, grace, integrity, and
loving-kindness toward others.  She acted in ways to 
promote the well-being of others before herself. This 
is the path I’m promoting in my life today. Commit 
our lives to God— there is no limit to what He can do 
through us every day.  I want to be more like Ruth every 
day — helping others one person at a time.

Ola Simpson

From the Ruth study, James 1:2 says “When troubles 
of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity 
for great joy.” Such a sweet word of encouragement to 
us today. No matter what is going on around us, what 
didn’t go our way, or any troubles we might face, Jesus 
is still Immanuel “God with us!” He sees, cares, and is 
working things out for our good! Pat Jackson men-
tioned in the study; “Ruth was drawn to Naomi, even 
though she was going through a dark season.”  
Prayerfully today, we as ladies who walk in the Light in 
a dark world, will have people drawn to us, wanting to 
know more about this “God with us” who supplies us 
with His great joy!  

Mary Schorr

Although I could pick all, I’m choosing Sarah. You are 
never too old to be used by God for a specific purpose.

Chris VanderLeest

 

The study of Rahab spoke to my heart. She had courage 
and believed in Jesus after “hearing” stories about Him. 
She loved her family. In spite of fear, she did what was 
right and saved herself and her family.

Rachel Aguilar



Jesus…The Hope of Christmas

Across

2.    Another name used to refer to the “wise men”  (Matthew 2:1  
       NIV)

4.    A righteous man waiting eagerly to see Jesus  (Luke 2:25) 

7.    God is ___________  (1 John 4:8)

8.    Biblical name for a horse’s feeding trough  (Luke 2:7)

10.  Jesus name which is translated “God with us.”  (Matthew   
       1:23 TLB)

12.  A Jewish peasant girl  (aka Jesus’ mother)

14.  Redeemer

16.  Announcing angel  (Luke 1:26-28)

17.  Opposite of dark  (John 12:46)

Down

1.    Known as the “City of David” (Luke 2:4)

3.    Opposite of dead

5.    What did the multitude of the heavenly host offer to earth?           
       (Luke 2:14)

6.    Opposite of despair  (Psalm 42:5)

9.    The angel brought tidings of great ____________ to the         
        shepherds  (Luke 2:10)

11.  The daughter of Phanuel  (Luke 2:36)

13.  The man to whom an angel appeared to in a dream             
        (Matthew 1:18-21)

15.  Mary was known by the angel Gabriel as what kind of     
        woman? (Luke 1:26-27)



Women’s Ministry 
Calendar
January
We’ll continue in our series “Women of the Bible.” It will resume 
on Tuesday, January 12th at 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM.  Our first 
study will be on “Mary” so be sure to go to the church website at 
ccsouthbay.org/women and print out the lesson so you can come 
ready to join us.

Word Search Anwers

Crossword 
Puzzle Anwers

Across

2.    Magi

4.    Simeon

7.    Love

8.    Manger

10.  Emmanuel

12.  Mary

14.  Savior

16.  Gabriel

17.  Light

Down

1.    Bethlehem

3.    Alive

5.    Peace

6.    Hope

9.    Joy

11.  Anna

13.  Joseph

15.  Virgin


