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Looking Forward

I
n Philippians 3:13 Paul says, “I focus 

on this one thing: forgetting the past 

and looking forward to what is ahead.” 

However, in the Old Testament, God 

commanded the people to stack 12 

rocks on the shore of the Jordan River to 

remember their entry into the Promised 

Land.  So which is it?  Are we to remember 

the past, or not?  I would say it is both.  

In Philippians, Paul was referring to the 

things accomplished while he lived only for 

himself and not his Savior.  In contrast, God 

wanted the people of Israel to remember 

His faithfulness and His promise to see His 

people in the Promised Land. 

Likewise, we need to forget those things 

that do not glorify the Lord and remember 

the things that do. God does not want 

us to be stuck in past victories, but to 

understand that He makes all things 

new! So we need to be open to the Lord 

changing things up in our lives and realize 

that what worked in the past may not work 

the same today. We must keep our eyes 

looking forward, toward the Lord, and in 

doing so, continue to trust in Him and not 

in the old way of doing things. Let’s face it, 

we like to do things that we know we can 

accomplish— I know I’m that way. I will 

volunteer for a job that I know I can do and 

have done in the past; but when it comes 

to doing something new, stepping out in 

faith, I hesitate to volunteer. 

When Spanish conquistador Hernán 

Cortés landed on the Mexican coastline, 

he decided to burn his three ships. He did 

this so his men would not be tempted to 

jump back on their ship and go back home 

when things got difficult. Instead, they 

were greatly motivated to press on into 

Mexico. Sound familiar? Have you ever 

wanted to go back to the way things were 

before the going got tough? I know I have 

—and recently; but God wants me to look 

forward to what is ahead. Why? Because 

He has great plans for us!

So how can we apply this to our lives 

today, as well as the turbulent past year? 

Many will look at 2020 and only see the 

difficulties and want to go back to a time 

when things were easier. The challenge 

for us, as believers, is to understand that 

God uses all circumstances to show His 

faithfulness. In remembering this past 

year, we have two choices: The choice to 

recognize the good that God has done 

and let God refine us as gold through 

those trying times, or to let the difficulties 

overshadow the blessings and choose to 

forget the whole year like a bad dream.  

Let’s challenge ourselves to make a 

list. Not a list of all the bad things that 

happened, as we tend to do, but of all the 

good that has come from this

unprecedented time. Start simple and you 

will be surprised at how thankful you feel 

by the end of your list. Still having trouble? 

Here is my list: 

1. My dogs were very happy that I was 

home more (like I said, start simple).

2. My closets finally got cleaned out 

and organized.

3. Home projects that had been put off 

got done.

4. Things that used to steal my peace 

were put into perspective.

5. I learned to be more flexible.

This list is only a small portion of all that 

has been accomplished by the Lord during 

this trial we call a pandemic. How about 

we forget all the negative things, the 

regrets and failures, and look forward, 

understanding that God has been faithful 

in the past and He will be faithful in 

the future. Remember His faithfulness 

throughout this past year and when you 

are tempted to focus on the negative, 

remember one of my favorite verses; 

I call it my “whatever” verse. “Finally, 

brethren, whatever things are true, 

whatever things are noble, whatever 

things are just, whatever things are pure, 

whatever things are lovely, whatever 

things are of good report, if there is 

any virtue and if there is anything 

praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” 

Philippians 4:8 (NKJV) 

So when you are tempted to think on the 

difficulties, think on these things instead 

and your mind will find rest in our Savior 

Jesus.

“If you hang on to the past, it will cripple 

the present and the future.” - Jeff Gill

Blessings,

Connie

“We must keep 
our eyes looking 
forward, toward 
the Lord, and in 
doing so, continue 
to trust in Him and 
not in the old way 
of doing things.”

Connie’s   Corner



“Veggie Pizza 
Appetizer ”

Burn the Ships
by King & Country

Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly grease (spray) lipped cookie sheet. (flat cookie 

sheet works well too)

2. Layout out crescent rolls on cookie sheet. Pinch ends together to make flat.  (for lipped 

cookie sheet, press in bottom and up sides to form crust.)

3. Bake 10 minutes or until golden brown. Set aside to coolabout 30 minutes.

4. In a small bowl, mix (by hand) softened cream cheese and mayonnaise. Add dry ranch 

dressing and spread mixture on dough. Top with vegetables and sprinkle shredded mild 

cheddar cheese. Cut into small squares and serve immediately or cover and refrigerate 

1 to 2 hours before serving. 

How did we get here? All castaway on a lonely shore

I can see in your eyes dear, it’s hard to take for a moment more

We’ve got to burn the ships, cut the ties, send a flare into the night

Say a prayer, turn the tide, dry your tears and wave goodbye

Step into a new day, we can rise up from the dust and walk away

We can dance upon our heartache, yeah so light a match, leave the past, 

Burn the ships and don’t you look back

Don’t let it arrest you, this fear is fear of fallin’ again

And if you need a refuge I will be right here until the end

Oh, it’s time to burn the ships, cut the ties, send a flare into the night

Say a prayer, turn the tide, dry your tears and wave goodbye

So long to shame, walk through the sorrow out of the fire into tomorrow

So flush the pills, face the fear, feel the wave disappear

We’re comin’ clear, we’re born again, Our hopeful lungs can breathe 

again, Oh, we can breathe again

Step into a new day, we can rise up from the dust and walk away

We can dance upon our heartache, yeah so light a match, leave the past, 

Burn the ships and don’t you look back

Total Time:   1 hour 

Prep Time:   20 minutes 

Cook Time:  40 minutes

Serves:  16

Ingredients:

 2  cans (8 oz each) Pillsbury  

     refrigerated crescent rolls 

1  package (8 oz) cream cheese,    

     softened

1/2  cup mayonnaise (real stuff)

1/2  package ranch dressing mix 

         (dry mix)

1/4  cup broccoli

1/4  cup carrots (shredded carrots  

          are easier to chop)

1/4  cup cauliflower

1/4  cup tomato, seeded, chopped

1/4  cup red onion

1  cup finely shredded mild
     cheddar cheese

Watch the music 

video on Youtube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pOVrOuKVBuY


What I Learned during Covid...

What initially seemed like such a messy season turned into one which contained great lessons 

for me personally. One of the deepest and most powerful lessons that came to me during this 

past year was the simple reminder that the “church” is ME. Instead of complaining about all the 

things I couldn’t do that I was used to doing with the church body, I began to look for individual 

opportunities to serve my church family and others. In the year 2020, simple things like making 

an encouraging phone call, dropping off a meal to someone for no special reason, sending 

a scripture of hope, and praying over the phone all became ways for me to be an extension 

of the church to others. Needless to say, Covid lost its grip on me and I became thankful for 

the opportunity to live out what God always intended for me to do as one of His own. I am 

determined not to despise this pandemic but to embrace it.  To sum it up I was reminded:

“The secret is Christ in me, not me in a different set of circumstances.” - Elisabeth Elliot

By Suzie Park

I have learned that God is good all the time—and all the time God is good!  Regardless of the 

heartache, pain, anxiety, and unknown that was caused in 2020—God never changed. He remained 

and still remains good. My family took a major hit in 2020, as I’m sure many other families have. 

After a long battle with cancer, the Lord took my brother, Buddy, home in June of 2020. Buddy 

fought as long and as hard as he could. The Lord gave us extra years with Buddy through his battle 

with cancer, for which I am eternally grateful. He is now in his glorified body with absolutely no 
cancer and my comfort is knowing I will see him again someday. Through this past year of Covid, 

I realized how important family time is. Being in lock down, we were forced to spend time with 

family, which is a good thing. Children are able to spend time with their parents, and husbands and 

wives have more time together. Tomorrow is promised to no one. Many lives have been lost due 

to Covid – the number is staggering. We need to appreciate each day we have with loved ones. We 

also need to love and encourage others in the Lord. So many are scared and confused. Jesus is the 

answer and it is a wonderful time to share His love with those who are hopeless so they too can 

know that God is good all the time—and all the time God is good!

By Nene Luna

One of the hardest lessons I learned in 2020 is how much division there is among the American 

people. What we see on TV and hear in the media can be very divisive.  I try to look at what I know 

to be true and remind myself that our time on earth in comparison to eternity is just a passing 

vapor. The old hymn, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” is so relevant for the child of God during these 

tumultuous times.  Jesus is the Way and the Truth and He is coming again to take us out of here – 

that gives me hope and something to look forward to!

By Pat Jackson



DIY Toddler Busy Board 
Needless to say, if you have a small child or grandchild that’s energetic, you need something to keep them 

busy. Well a do-it-yourself “Busy Board” would more than accomplish that!  This board can be made from 

all kinds of items you already have around the house, or that you can purchase at minimal cost at a dollar 

store, or home improvement store. Start with a piece of plywood. Paint and decorate it any way you’d 

like. Then cover the activity board with things like latches, knobs, zippers, buttons, an old calculator – you 

name it—the sky’s the limit!!  Just be sure your items are age appropriate, child safe, and firmly attached 

to the board.  Look at the pictures below for ideas and inspiration!
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1. Peel and stick mirrors

2. Wood beads & spools

3. Push light

4. Sticker

5. Macrame

6. Wood beads

7. Silicon Sponge

8. Magnet, nuts, washers

9. Measuring spoons

10. Calculator

11. Zippers

12. Felt number stickers

13. Paracord bow & laces

14. Assorted pipe fittings
15. Pegboard

Back side 

We used paracord knots 

and zipties to attach most 

everything.

Buttons 

Look for everyday items 

that your child can interact 

with. This calculator 

was Ruth’s favorite. We 

attached it with velcro. 

Textures

Engage their tactile sense 

with fun textures like this 

silicon sponge.

Ruth checking out the 

measuring spoons.



“If you could change one thing that would positively affect you 
and/or your family/friends, what would that be?” 

Looking Forward to 2021...

I realized the importance of fellowship. I plan to work 

to consciously stay in touch with people, particularly 

supporting them with the love of Jesus.

Domi

I discovered how important it is to be in the Word every 

day and to TRUST in the Lord—in His way and in His time

Sue

I learned the importance of taking my eyes off of the 

world and focusing on Jesus.  I plan to memorize more 

Bible verses so that I have them “at my fingertips” when I 
or someone I love needs them.

Janice

As a single woman, being in “lockdown” was difficult.  
But the Lord had a plan: the small prayer group I started 

grew and grew—and now a group of people who have 

never met are praying and supporting each other in all 

aspects of life.  God has a plan for us!

Chris

Psalm 90:12 came more into focus: “So teach us 

to number our days that we may gain a heart of 

wisdom.”  I was relying way too much on the comfort 

of conveniences and wasn’t grateful for the small 

blessings, which in turn became big blessings.  I plan to 

pray more for God’s direction in all daily decisions.

Elaine

Fellowship and exercise are important. I would like to 

start a walking club with interested people from church.  

Susan

 I started talking to people I knew slightly and discovered 

they had the same values as me.  I began to spend time 

with them—in person, via electronic communication, 

etc.  As a result of this, I have found believers who love 

the Lord and we now pray together. We have gradually 

introduced others to our little group and it has been a 

HUGE blessing.

Chris 

Develop an attitude of gratitude and experience the joy of the Lord! 

Encouraging you to live a life of humble thankfulness, DeMoss shows 

how embracing intentional gratefulness can free you from bitterness 

so you can serve Christ and others. Includes a 30-day program of 

journaling, prayer, and activities.

Choosing Gratitude
 by Nancy Leigh DeMoss



“Turn to the Bible, for there is in it the very 

word you need.”   

- Charles Spurgeon

“Above all, let us be much alone with Jesus.” 

- Charles Spurgeon

“Looking forward” to what the Lord is doing and 

having expectation, requires a dream or a vision. 

One evening in 2018, while riding my bike and 

enjoying the heat at sunset, I was stopped by a 

man walking across the street in front of me. Little 

did I know that our brief encounter would alter 

the course of my life. When he mentioned Habitat 

for Humanity houses being built, there began a 

dream that had not been dreamt. Through a series 

of situations, two previously selected families for 

the homes had to cancel. God opened the door and 

I was next in line! This particular Habitat branch 

had never allotted or sold a home to someone near 

retirement age, it was new for them, but they were 

willing to try!

I began working on the house in June 2019, 

on August 16, 2020 the home dedication took 

place, and on August 30, 2020, I moved in to my 

affordable home. Financial gifts from generous 

hearts provided furniture and other necessary 

items for me to get set up. Through Habitat, God 

gave me a dream and fulfilled it! Only God could 

enable me to purchase a home with the finances I 

received; now I know that anything is possible for 

those who love Him!!! 

Thank you, Calvary Chapel South Bay, for your 

faithful participation!

Patty

Missionary Update by Patty Toland

Hints for your 
Quiet Time

“You Must have a Dream 
in order to Dream”   



All Things New
When we find ourselves Looking Forward, it very often involves new things happening in 

our life. Find the “new” things in the word search below.

Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

Revelation 21:5

 

P K O I D E N T I T Y D 

R E S C L A P Z E M A N 

T C R E A T I O N Y E A 

A X E S V R G O A L S T 

W J L K P B T C H D U T 

H G A S O E A R T H Q I 

E C T J R G C M F Y E T 

A H I O S I D T T N L U 

V A O K A N L I I E R D 

E P N P F N R W A V Y E 

N T S Y E I P S T O E T 

K E H C P N E L Y U A D 

S R I S H G D N E I R F 

J O P T A K E R D M G U 

 

1. Year

2. Attitude 

3. Goals 

4. Perspective

5. Chapter

6. Identity

7.   Friend

8.   Creation

9.   Spirit

10. Hope

11. Beginning 

12. Heaven

13. Earth

14. Lease

15. Relationship

16. Day

17. Job



“A Woman of Commitment”

Most of you know the story of how Hannah, a childless woman, made a vow to the Lord that 

if He would give her a son, she would give him back to the Lord all the days of his life. Well, 

God granted her heart’s petition and blessed her with her son, Samuel. As the life of Samuel 

unfolds, we see he becomes a great prophet of God and serves Him all the days of his life. 

There’s much to learn from Hannah that we can apply to our daily lives.  Hannah’s life and 

actions are an amazing story of commitment, total dependency on the grace of God, and the 

faith to believe Him and His promises.

Begin by reading 1 Samuel chapters 1 and 2.

1. Hannah had a problem that she committed to God.  Do you have an area in your life that 

needs to be committed to God?  

2. Are you willing to take that area to God in prayer, believing He hears, and He will answer 

your prayer?

3. Looking back for a moment, are you able to recall an incident where God intervened and 

answered a specific prayer for you?  If so, how does that help you going forward?

4. Read 1 Samuel 1:10. Hannah is definitely a woman burdened beyond measure.  What 

does she do with her heartache?  What can you learn from her example? 

5. After reading about Hannah, what one characteristic of her life would you like to apply 

to your life today?

Women of Commitment

This year we have been going through a special series called “Women of the Bible.” Women play a 

powerful role throughout Scripture and as we’ve looked at their lives, we’ve quickly discovered their 

struggles and challenges are not unlike our own. By the time we have completed all of our homework, 

we will have studied a total of 19 women of the Bible together. Quite truthfully, that is just a small 

portion of all the possible women we could study. So, in light of that, we’ll feature a few more of these 

women in our newsletters. We’ll start with Hannah. 

Read the information below then take time to reflect and answer the questions.



A Prayer of Thanks
God, You are good, and Your steadfast love endures forever! Even in the hardest 

seasons, I always have a reason to worship You. Thank You for giving me victory 

and abundant life in Jesus Christ! Although I don’t deserve it, You shower me 

with unconditional love and forgiveness. And so, no matter what the future may 

hold, I will shout for joy because You are with me. You comfort me and bless me 

in the presence of my enemies. Nothing compares to You and no weapon can 

stand against You. In all things, I am more than a conqueror through You! Be 

glorified through me, God. Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my 

heart bless Your name. I want my life to bring You praise. In Jesus’ name. Amen.   

 Anonymous

for more information click here!

http://ccsouthbay.org/women


Word Search Answers

When we find ourselves Looking Forward, it very often involves new things happening in 

our life. Find the “new” things in the word search below.

Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

Revelation 21:5

 

P K O I D E N T I T Y D 

R E S C L A P Z E M A N 

T C R E A T I O N Y E A 

A X E S V R G O A L S T 

W J L K P B T C H D U T 

H G A S O E A R T H Q I 

E C T J R G C M F Y E T 

A H I O S I D T T N L U 

V A O K A N L I I E R D 

E P N P F N R W A V Y E 

N T S Y E I P S T O E T 

K E H C P N E L Y U A D 

S R I S H G D N E I R F 

J O P T A K E R D M G U 

 

1. Year

2. Attitude 

3. Goals 

4. Perspective

5. Chapter

6. Identity

7.   Friend

8.   Creation

9.   Spirit

10. Hope

11. Beginning 

12. Heaven

13. Earth

14. Lease

15. Relationship

16. Day

17. Job


