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“So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.” 
Ephesians 1:6 (NLT) 

 

LESSON 8: THE MYSTERIOUS PLAN 

Nothing is more exciting than when a mystery is revealed! That was Paul’s mission from the King. He was entrusted 

with the privilege of revealing God’s mysterious plan to the Jews and the Gentiles. What exactly was this plan? 

Simply stated, it was the good news that ALL are welcome and equal to Jesus. Paul’s role was to make God known 

to the Gentiles, specifically how the Jews and Gentiles would be joined together in one body of Christ, into one 

church. This is a powerful reminder that all of us have an equal standing in Jesus. His mysterious plan has been 

revealed! Take a moment to think about this truth and pray for an opportunity to reveal this truth to someone this 

week. 

 

Open your Bible and begin with a word of prayer. 

THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE:  EPHESIANS 3:1-13 (NLT)  
1When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles. 2assuming, by the way, 

that you know God gave me the special responsibility of extending his grace to you Gentiles. 3As I briefly wrote 

earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me. 4As you read what I have written, you will understand my 

insight into this plan regarding Christ. 5God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has 

revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets. 6And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the 

Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both 

enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7By God’s grace and mighty power, I have 

been given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News. 8Though I am the least deserving of all 

God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to 

them in Christ. 9I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had 

kept secret from the beginning. 10God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich 

variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was his eternal plan, which he 

carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 12Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and 

confidently into God’s presence. 13So please don’t lose heart because of my trials here. I am suffering for you, so 

you should feel honored.  
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This Week’s Memory Verse:   

 

 

 

 

 

1. Paul begins this week’s scripture by describing himself as “a prisoner of Christ Jesus” with a specific purpose. 

What is his purpose according to verses 2? _________________________________________________________  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In verse 3, Paul was charged with presenting God’s plan to the world. In verse 6 His plan is revealed. In your 

own words, describe this plan. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How is this message spread according to verse 7? ___________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

4. We often try to do things on our own – whether due to pride or ignorance – and the outcome is never good. 

Read Galatians 5:16-18 and note what happens when you try to do things on your own versus when you rely on 

God. ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Have you ever tried to do something on your own, without God’s help? What was the outcome?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. According to verse 12, what can we do now that we have faith in Jesus Christ? ___________________________ 
6.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly  

and confidently into God’s presence. Ephesians 3:12 (NLT) 



3 

 

a. What additional blessings does Hebrews 4:16 give us in this matter? ________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. How should this affect our prayer life? __________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reflect – Respond – Result 

God’s mysterious plan is revealed! All of us have access to the Father because of Jesus Christ his Son. Our 

differences do not matter.  Galatians 3:28 (NLT) states, “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and 

female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  This statement rocked the Jewish world back then, no doubt, and yet 

the Jews embraced their Gentile brothers and sisters and the Church grew exponentially. This is as true today as it 

was 2000 years ago, however, there are things that interfere with the unity within the body of Christ. The list of 

advisories is long, but pride and arrogance are at the top of the list. Unity starts with the individual, with that in 

mind, how can you personally apply Romans 12:1 to your life? _____________________________________________  
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes & Prayers 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               


