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Connie's   Corner

Trusting God In
Every Season 

The fact that our minds can’t comprehend
what God has planned causes us
trepidation. But God does not want us to
fear what He has planned, instead He
wants us to look forward to His work
because His work is always good!

Change is inevitable.  Whether you want it to happen or not, things change.  The only constant in the
universe is God and His unfailing love for us.  So, we can either trust the God that orchestrates change or
live in constant fear of change.  

The butterfly is one of God’s creatures that goes through tremendous change.  It starts as an egg, and
then turns into a caterpillar.  As a caterpillar its job is to eat, eat, and eat.  In the next stage, it turns into a
chrysalis (cocoon) and there it waits as it begins to transform into its final creation, a butterfly.  Imagine
if our would-be butterfly decided that it never wanted to be a chrysalis, never allowed the wonderful
process that our Creator had planned for it, and never achieved the purpose for which it was created.
The world would lose one of its most beautiful creatures.

Our spiritual walks have similar stages as our butterfly.  First, we are new believers.  Then, we begin to
feast on the Word of God.  As we grow in faith, we begin to transform into the children of God that our
Savior has intended.  Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) says, “Being confident of this very thing, that He who began
a good work in you will complete it till the day of Jesus Christ.”  This is a wonderful promise.  However,
what if we were afraid of this transformation?  What if we stayed in our “cocoon” never to venture out
and become what God has purposed for us?

The truly amazing thing about God’s process is that we can go through the transformation several times
in our lives.  I have found this to be true in my own life.  Just when I feel comfortable where God has me,
the process begins once again because God has a new purpose for me.  These changes can be
unsettling, but we cannot allow fear to keep us from becoming all that God wants us to be.  Here are a
few verses that have helped me during these processes.

https://youtu.be/pAfVWACPtw8


Blessings, 
Connie

Embrace God’s work in your life:  1 Corinthians 2:9 - “That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, 
‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who
love Him.’”  The fact that our minds can’t comprehend what God has planned causes us trepidation.  But
God does not want us to fear what He has planned, instead He wants us to look forward to His work
because His work is always good!

Don’t fear the unknown:  2 Timothy 1:7 - “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of
power, love, and self-discipline.”  What this verse tells me is that fear is not something that God wants
for us, ever.  We fear what might be, we fear the change, and we fear the process by which we get there.
If a butterfly could speak, it would say, “Don’t fear!  Look what God transformed me into!”  God does not
want us to fear but to trust.

Trust the process:  Proverbs 3:5-6 - “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own
understanding.  Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take.”   This proverb is a
perfect verse when we only see circumstances and not the fact that we serve the God of the universe!
We must trust that God loves us and only wants the best for us.  We can and should always trust in Him
and not ourselves.  His plans are perfect!

No matter where you are in your Christian life, God wants you to flourish as much as possible.
Remember what Jesus said,  “Take my yoke upon you.  Let me teach you, because I am humble and
gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:29 NLT)  Did you hear that?  Jesus
said He is gentle, humble, and if we do it His way, it will not be a burden.  So let Him teach you through
His Holy Spirit and His Word and take comfort in His presence as He turns you into the beautiful
daughter He has planned for you to be.



Ecclesiastes 3:1-8(NKJV) 
 

To everything there is a season, 
A time for every purpose

A time to be born, And a time to die;
A time to plant, 

And a time to pluck what is planted
A time to kill, And a time to heal;

A time to break down, And a time to build up;
A time to weep, And a time to laugh;

A time to mourn, And a time to dance;
A time to cast away stones, 
And a time to gather stones;

A time to embrace, 
And a time to refrain from embracing;

A time to gain, And a time to lose;
A time to keep, And a time to throw away;

A time to tear, And a time to sew;
A time to keep silence, And a time to speak;

A time to love, And a time to hate;
A time of war, And a time of peace.

 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.
God knows the plans He has for His children. 

In 2018, I had neuropathy. I prayed and was sent to
four doctors. The Lord healed me. Here we are in
2022, and it has come back. Neuropathy is painful—
the nerves in your feet stop doing what they were put
in your body to do.

I was taught to pray and get good counsel. I obeyed,
and the Lord healed me. I have found His purpose in
my pain. It is obedience. When I obeyed and followed
what the doctors suggested I do, I was healed. My
parents always told us obedience is better than
sacrifice.

Jesus was in His greatest pain before the revealing of
His greatest purpose. He had gone through
scrimmages of pain (e.g., rejection of his own family,
being put out of the synagogue, ridiculed by his own
siblings as a crazy man, His best friend dying, being
betrayed by His disciples), but none could compare to
the greatest pain He faced as He was led toward
Calvary! Jesus came to die as the Lamb of God to
take away the sins of the world. “For God so love the
world that He gave His only Son that whosoever
believes in Him shall have ever lasting life.” (John
3:16) Jesus is our only way to God. It is through His
sacrifice that we have an opportunity to be reconciled
to God. For all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God, but salvation is available to anyone who
believes!

Like Christ, we experience some of our greatest pain
before the revelation of our greatest purpose. The
Word of God tells us that all things work together for
our good. Therefore, our pain is not without purpose.
Life’s crushing does not destroy us but rather brings
forth the oil of healing, deliverance, and liberation that
shall flow from us as we dare to glorify God. We can
have a relationship with the One who suffered, bled,
and died, rose, and is coming again for believers. 
 Thank you, Jesus!

Finding His Purpose in My Pain 

By B Ruth Allen 



Living Out
Your Purpose 

By Andrea Lowe

It has been said that time is a gift. One year, my husband made an announcement to the family
that instead of receiving gifts, he just wanted “time” from each family member. That sure is
easier than shopping! There is a myriad of ways we can spend our time. Ironically, we can
expend much energy and effort, and looking back think, “what did I accomplish?” Ask the
exhausted mom at the end of her day filled with tending her children and household, what she
did all day? Or maybe don’t ask (laughing). I remember looking around the house at the end of
those long days, asking myself the same question. Although I made effort to list all my tasks
accomplished, somehow, they were too many for me to remember. Now looking back, I believe
the old saying, “the days are long, and the years are short”, to be true. 

Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, wrote by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit… “To
everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1  Each
season brings change. Each change is for a purpose. But we must ask ourselves the question,
what purpose are we living for? The Hebrew word here for purpose in Ecclesiastes, is Hapes, and
means a delight or pleasure. It could be said that fulfilling our “purpose” is doing that thing in
which we find delight or pleasure. Many people find their pleasure or purpose in their occupation,
the status or position they hold, a high-grade point average or a promotion at work. If our
purpose or pleasure solely lies in the task at hand, when the season for that task is over, we may
feel a deep void. 

“We are loved by a Holy God, who brings
us into relationship with Him, through our
faith in His son Jesus who died for us.” 



But if our purpose and pleasure aligns with God’s purpose and pleasure for our lives, we will
welcome each seasonal change and our overall pleasure will be in the Lord Himself. We see
God’s purpose or pleasure (Hapes) for us in Isaiah 53:10, describing God’s pleasure in sending
His son as an offering for our sin. All for the purpose of bringing us to Himself. Ah, the high
purpose of relationship with the almighty God! We see the Father’s purposed heart in Colossians
1:13-14 “For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the
Kingdom of his dear Son,  who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins”. Colossians goes on
to tell about the pleasure and purpose of the Father… Colossians 1:22, “Yet now he has reconciled
you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you
into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single
fault.” 

We are loved by a Holy God, who brings us into relationship with Him, through our faith in His son
Jesus who died for us. Our very lives, now blameless in relationship with Him, bring Him glory as
we follow His commands. We live with purpose to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul
and mind, and love our neighbor as our self. 1 Peter 4 beckons us to have fervent love for one
another, reminding us to use the gifts God has given us along with the ability He supplies, to
minister to one another. In doing so, we are told He is glorified in all things. What a purpose to live
out! Bring glory to God in our relationship with Him and our relationships with one another. 

What is before you today? In all you put your hand to, your ultimate purpose is to glorify Him as
you walk in relationship with Him. Who is before you today? He calls us into His work in the
relationships around us, in the lives of His children and those not yet His children, as we go out
into all the world. Let us live out His purpose!

Living Out Our Purpose - continued



PURPOSE WITH
PASSION
By Adonis Reeves 

Oh, how I would love to wake up one morning and hear the audible booming voice of the Lord
(which we all know sounds exactly like James Earl Jones) give an assignment for the day:
“Adonis, purpose with passion!” With zeal I would say, “Yes, Lord. I’m up, and I’m ready!” Oh, that
would be the day! But guess what, my friend? Today is that day for you and for me! 

You see, when I think about purpose, everything within me says, “Yes and amen.” Yet, does a
purposed character truly define me? Not always. What I’ve learned about myself is that I can
quickly make a decision in my mind, but if I have not entered into conversation with Lord about
that specific thing, it can quickly become an unmet goal, a failed intension, or a tired excuse. 
 Now, I’m going to share something with you because we’re friends, and transparency defines
friendship. Often times I have said to my body, “Body, the reason why you’re going to eat green
vegetables at least three times a week is because they are good for you, and you’ll feel great
after you eat them.” I purposed to tell my body what we were going to do, and I meant it until I got
hungry and didn’t feel like vegetables. Instead, I felt like chips. So, my feelings win, and I eat
chips. 

But, when I’m in prayer and the Lord presses ever so gently on my heart and says “Adonis, it’s
time to eat better. Let’s fellowship over some vegetables this month.” I am now invited into
purposed union with the Creator of all things. Veggies, let’s dance! I know it’s a silly example, but
I have found that when I receive my purpose from Him, it’s lasting and its benefits are eternal. My
behavior, my attitude, and my conduct are at rest, and I’m not striving to accomplish a “good
thing.” I have now partnered with His will which is the best thing! 

If the atmosphere does not change, then it is now my
passion to love until it does. We have been gifted with

love Himself!



Now we can’t underestimate that little word with. Because it’s all about the with! You see, John
15:5 tells us that without Him we can do nothing, yet over and over again, I try. Often, I have great
intensions, just like Uzzah in 2 Samuel 6. The Ark of the Covenant was about to fall off the cart—
that it was not supposed to be on in the first place—and crash to the ground. We then read in
verse 7 that “…the anger of the Lord burned against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his
irreverence; and he died there by the ark of God.” Whoa! I read that and I think, “but he was only
trying to help!” I then hear the Holy Spirit lovingly speak to my heart, “I don’t need your help. I am
with you, and you are with me.” May we allow ourselves to be with Him, acknowledging Him as
He directs our paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

One year, I prayed that the Lord would bless me with a personal mission and vision statement.
Why? Because I wanted to know His will for my life. Over the years, lots of people have spoken
into my character, my gifting, and my talents, and I’m forever grateful for their investment and
opinions. Yet, when the trial hits or the attack is personal and offensive, I need to know who He
says I am. So, my mission is to shift atmospheres, and my vision is to love until it happens. And
that is the fire in my bones. Everywhere I go, the atmosphere should shift. There should be some
type of change, not because of Adonis but because of the risen Lord that has taken residence in
Adonis. If the atmosphere does not change, then it is now my passion to love until it does. We
have been gifted with love Himself! It’s John 14:12: “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in
me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going
to the Father.”

Everywhere that Jesus went the atmosphere was shifted because He is love. May our passion be
His, and may the world know us by our love for Him first and our love one for another. Let’s
glorify God together!

Purpose With Passion - continued



Add a Kids will love watching the colors spread through the coffee filters
and make patterned ‘wings’ of their butterfly.

 
Using just coffee filters, marker pens and by dripping on water, you can
get this tie-dyed effect. Then fold each filter up into little butterfly wings

and secure them together with a pipe cleaner.
 

You will need:

Coffee filter papers – you need 4 circles for each butterfly
Washable felt pens
Pipe cleaners
Spray bottle/large paintbrush
Water



Step 1: Decorate the circles

You need four coffee filter circles for your
butterfly.
Split your circles into two pairs of two coffee
filters.
Pop each circle neatly one on top of the other
so that you have two piles of two.
Decorate the top coffee filter with washable
felt pens. Use nice bright colours and have
fun making any patterns you like.
Don’t worry if the designs look rough or
messy at this stage. They will soon be
transformed completely.

Step 2: Drip water all over them!

Now for the really magical bit.
Place the coffee filter circles on a baking tray.
Take care not to move the undecorated bottom
layers. And drop water all over the surface.
We used a little water bottle pipette but you
could use a spray bottle or even a fat paintbrush
dipped in water.
Cover the entire circle with water drops.
Then watch the colours start to blend into each
other. Once the whole circle is wet, the blank
coffee filter underneath will soak up the colours.
You should get two matching pairs of coffee
filters.

Step 3: Let them dry

Separate the top and bottom layers of
each pair.
Pop the 4 coffee filters onto a piece of
kitchen roll to dry.



Step 4: fold each circle

When they are completely dry,
concertina each circle.
Fold it one-way and then another into
thin folds as shown.

 

Step 5: Bring the filters together

Now you have four folded ‘wings’.
Bring the top two wings together by
overlapping the folds slightly.
Do the same for the bottom pair of
wings.

 

Step 6: Tie the wings together

Fold a pipe cleaner in half.
Wrap it around the centre of the two
sets of coffee filters.
Then twist the pipe cleaner so all that
all four pieces are held securely in
place.

Step 7: Fan out its wings

To finish, fan out the four wing parts.
Curl the ends of the pipe cleaner around
to make the butterfly’s ‘antennae’.

From:  masandpas.com



My Golden Jubilee Mission Trip
By Susan Golleher

When I became a Christian at age 22, I knew that the Lord would eventually send me on a mission trip to
share His love, but it never happened. However, in April 2022, the opportunity availed itself as our pastor
was told by the Lord, after many prayers from our church, to send a group of women to Romania to help
mothers and children who were Ukrainian refugees. The Lord led me to sign up for this mission as I had
been praying about how else I could help the people of Ukraine besides sending financial support. God told
me to go, and off I went with 11 other wonderful ladies. 

The vision we had was to help the refugees and just love on them, but they in turn loved us back and taught
us so much about being humble, kind, and letting others know you love them simply by smiling, hugs, and a
gentle touch. Even though we didn’t speak their language, they gave us more love than we could ever give
them as we were even able to worship with them in their own language. They all want to get home to
Ukraine, rebuild their lives, and be with their loved ones again. Their faith in Jesus Christ is remarkable, and
we were able to share the gospel as a reminder of God’s love for them. He is with us no matter where we
may be in the world, just as He is with the Ukrainian people with everything they’re going through—leaving
their loved ones, being in a new country, and not even speaking the language. 

I realized instead of this being a mission for me, it was really a crusade for Christ to show His love for them
as well as His love for all of us. The mission was a humbling experience, and my only regret is that I didn’t
do a mission until 50 years after becoming a believer, but God knew what was best. 

Keep the Ukrainian people in your prayers and read Psalm 31 as they do each day reaching out to God for
guidance and His love. My daily prayer for them is Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

Romania MissionTrip 
In May, Calvary Chapel South Bay sent a team of twelve
women to minister to Ukrainian refugee moms and children
in Romania. Below you can read testimonies of a few of the
team members. Thank you for your prayers and support.
God used this team to minister the love and gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

 



A Stirred Heart
By Renee Hill

The words I heard that stirred my heart: Romania, orphans, refugees. I felt inadequate before I went and
even while I was there, I questioned why the Lord had me go. By His grace, I took a step of faith and said yes
to whatever it was He was calling me to do. I brought all my feelings of inadequacies, all my insecurities, and
asked that God would use me to love others. My hope was that they would feel God’s great love and that
they would know they were not alone.

That first day, I was a bit intimated by the language barrier. I found myself entertaining my insecurities and
then fears and doubts started creeping in. God, in His gentleness, reminded me that while there was a
language barrier, love has no language barrier. He reminded of my prayer: That they would feel loved.

Our first day of ministry, we just jumped in and followed the leading of the Holy Spirit. There were coloring
books, markers, play dough, building blocks, necklace and bracelet making kits, bubbles, sensory toys—they
all came out of the suitcases we’d brought. We sang songs and connections with kids were made through
something as simple as the “Itsy Bitsy Spider” being sung in English and in Russian. It was fun watching a
17-year-old laugh as she remembered and sang such a simple childhood song.

These little activities might not add up to a lot—these were things you would sit and do with your kids, your
family, and your friends. We spent time together talking and laughing. There were simple acts of kindness. I
knew that I was not able to take away their grief or pain. I knew that I couldn’t change their circumstances.
But God was able to use the simple things to display His love and His care. I didn’t need special skills to go.
God used my “skills” as a daughter, a sister, a mother, and a friend.

The beauty of God’s love was displayed in seeing two little girls go from shy and untrusting to smiling and
playing with us. It was seeing tears fall from a wife’s eyes as she proudly showed us photos of her husband
who was still in Ukraine and showing us how her little girl looked just like her daddy. It was using google
translate with a mom as she asked for advice on how to get her kids to not fight and how I dealt with that as
a mom. It was watching moms color in a coloring book—carefully choosing colors, eyes intent on making a
plain picture look colorful and beautiful. 

I saw the most beautiful display of God’s love as tears welled up in the women’s eyes as the gospel was
presented and hope in Jesus was given. Some seeds were planted. Some seeds were watered. You could
feel God’s presence close as there were so many who were brokenhearted. God’s love was displayed in a
man who fled his country with his wife and children and, in the middle of his story, how his face lit up with
joy when he spoke of his family. God’s love was shown in answering this man and his wife’s prayer that
someone would anoint them and pray over them as they are seeking God’s will for their family.

Thank you to all who prayed for our team. I believe that your prayers were effective for the work of the
gospel. Let’s stand in faith together and believe that God will continue to show those families His great love
for them, and that He will remind them of the time we had with them to let them know that He sees them
and that He loves them.



But this was different. I’d never felt compelled like this before. When we got home from church, I asked my
husband, “Hey, did you hear the dates for that women’s mission trip?” To my surprise, he said, “You know
when I heard the announcement, I wondered if you might want to go!” I was shocked! My husband, who
knows me better than anyone, knows that this isn’t normally my thing. But I could see even in that one
comment that the Holy Spirit was preparing his heart, and he was open to the idea! 

I quickly checked my passport to see if it was still valid. Unfortunately, it wasn’t—it had expired! So, for a
brief moment, I thought I was off the hook. But I still felt torn. Why did I feel so compelled? Was that the
Spirit really stirring my heart? And why would He do that if there was no way I could go? 

The next morning, as I prayed and sat with the Lord in my quiet time, I asked the Lord to speak to me and
show me what He wanted me to do. And He did just that! That very morning in my daily reading was this
verse: And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.” Mark 16:15

I was convinced that it was indeed the Lord stirring my heart, and He did want me to go. I believed that if He
wanted me to go, He could indeed move mountains of paperwork and make a way for my passport to arrive
on time. I turned in my forms, submitted my application, and waited with anticipation to see what God was
going to do. I checked every day, several times a day on the progress of my passport, and you know what?
The time from when my forms were submitted to the time the passport was at my doorstep was just 12
days! 

This was real! It was actually happening! I was going to leave my husband and children and travel overseas
for the first time without them. I was anxious, nervous, and terrified of all the things that could happen, but I
knew I had to be obedient. God was calling me to take a step of faith and trust Him! I took that step and
watched God meet me every step of the way. 

So, I want to ask you, what mountains do you see in front of you? Do you believe that God can move them?
All it takes is a little faith as small as a mustard seed. I challenge you to pray, and just be open to trusting
that God has the power to move them. You don’t need to know how or when—just believe!

Faith that Moves Mountains
By Tina Guirguis

It all started when I heard Pastor Chet give the announcement in
Sunday morning service that there would be a team heading to
Romania to minister to some women and children refugees who
have been displaced from their home due to the war in Ukraine. At
that moment, my heart was stirred like never before. You see, I’ve
never been one to “go.” I’ve never had dreams or aspirations to
travel to foreign lands like those brave Christians to deliver the
Good News! Don’t get me wrong, I’ve always admired their
obedience to the call to go, I just didn’t think I had the boldness.
After all, I’m no evangelist or missionary. I’m barely able speak to
strangers at the grocery store!



Great Quotes 



Book Reviews & Resources
What season of life are you in? Each of us goes through periods of life that
have a certain character--a few months or a few years, good times or difficult
circumstances, times of brilliant joy or periods of dark clouds. Often we say,
"It's just the season of life I'm in." But did you know that just as God has
purposes for the seasons of nature, he also uses seasons in your life to grow
you, work with you, and talk to you? Richard Blackaby explains in The
Seasons of God how understanding the principles of the seasons can offer
us hope, direction, insight, and intimacy with God himself. It's a thoughtful
exploration of God's patterns at work in our lives--how His will is being
carried out in the best way...at the best time. Your plans, your relationships,
your career, your ministry--all have their unique God-intended moment. God's
Word expresses it this way: "For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven." So what's your season of life? And what is God
telling you through the season you're in?

Charles Haddon Spurgeon is one of the world’s most famous preachers. Born in
Essex, England in 1834, he converted from the Anglican Church to the Baptist
faith at the age of 15 and began teaching Sunday school the following year.
While he never attended theology school, by the age of 22 he was the most
famous preacher in all of London and went on to preach at the New Park Street
Chapel, later the Metropolitan Tabernacle, for 38 years. In “All of Grace,”
Spurgeon makes a personal plea to all the lost sinners to help them find their
way back into the grace of God. In simple and eloquent language, he clearly
presents the ultimate message of Christian salvation, that man has a need for
grace and God alone can provide it. Spurgeon’s inspirational words continue to
guide the faithful and all those seeking answers to this day. 

Ruth Chou Simons knows something about feeling measured by achievement,
performance, and the approval of others. As a Taiwanese immigrant growing
up between two cultures, Ruth was always on a mission to prove her worth,
until she came to truly understand the one thing that changes everything: the
extravagant, undeserved gift of grace from a merciful God. In When Strivings
Cease, Ruth guides you on a journey to find freedom from the never-ending
quest for self-improvement.



God-Given Purpose 
By Pat Jackson 

The Lord has a purpose and a plan for every believer. He has given us His Holy Spirit to help us pursue our
purpose to the best of our ability. One extraordinary example of a woman pursuing her purpose is seen in
the life of Dorcas, also known as Tabitha. She was well known for being “devoted to good works and acts of
charity.” (Acts 9:36 NKJV) Her God-given purpose was using a needle and thread to help others and bring
glory to God. Our purpose, no matter what season of life we are in, should always be to bring glory to God. 

As the story goes, Dorcas gets sick and dies leaving the widows and other saints weeping and mourning for
their beloved friend. From a human point of view, the situation looks very bleak, but her friends believed in
the healing power of God. They had heard that Peter healed a bed-ridden man in a nearby town, so they sent
two men to ask him to come without delay. He comes to the house, orders everyone out, gets on his knees,
and prays just as he learned from His Master. Acts 9:40-42 tells us:

“Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha,
get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up.
Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and
many believed in the Lord.” 

It can be easy to read verses or stories in the Bible looking for “the point” and how we “feel” about it, or how
to “apply” it to our lives. If we move too quickly, we may miss the deeper, more powerful message being
communicated. So, as we take a closer look, we see God had another purpose in mind—one that would bring
many to salvation. “And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord.” Acts 9:42
(NKJV)

This miracle is a reminder for us to not forget our “great commission.” As daughters of God, we are to
convince as many as possible to believe in the only One who can give them eternal life. It is as simple as
quoting John 3:16 and telling them how God changed you and how much He loves us.

Never forget that there is not any work too small for God to step in and use you to bless His people. Ponder
for a moment what gift you have that will allow God to use you for His glory. Small acts of kindness matter!
It would be wonderful if others would look at us and say, “She is full of good works and cares for the poor.
Most importantly, she believes that Jesus died and rose again and by simply believing in Him, we have
eternal life.”

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you
says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not

give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?  
Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

James 2:15-17 (NKJV)



Summer's arrival means potlucks, barbecues, picnics—and lots and lots of pasta
salad. Think of this BLT pasta salad as your entry point to all summer meals. Serve
it for dinner with burgers and grilled meats, pack it up for a picnic lunch, or even
make it on a Monday to snack on all week. (Any excuse for pasta, right?)

BLT Pasta Salad



Along with the BLT components of this dish (bacon, lettuce, and tomato), the key to
making this pasta salad so delicious is in the dressing. The mayo-based topping is made
with one of our favorite kitchen hacks—ranch seasoning mix! It’s creamy, herby, and
packed with flavor.

Which pasta is best for pasta salad?
You can use any pasta shape you have handy, but bite-sized pasta with texture and holes
is best to catch the dressing, herbs, and other toppings. Try bowties, shells, orecchiette,
or penne—or go for something with a spiral-shape like fusilli or cavatappi.

How long should pasta salad sit before serving?
This pasta salad recipe really is easy and works for just about any situation. If you’re in a
rush, you can eat it as soon as you mix it! But you can also make it ahead and keep it for
up to 24 hours in the refrigerator. If making it the day before, keep the bacon and lettuce
on the side until ready to serve. (Tossing them in just before will make sure they stay
crunchy.) You’ll also want to hold a small amount of dressing on the side to mix in right
before serving. Alternatively, moisten the pasta salad before serving with an additional ¼
cup whole milk or buttermilk.

Should you rinse the pasta for pasta salad?
For a cold pasta salad, you certainly can (and should) rinse your pasta. Warning: This is
not the case for hot pasta—never rinse pasta when you’re making a hot dish. When it's
cold, though, you actually want to stop the pasta from cooking further by using cold
water to rinse off some of the starch, so the pieces don’t stick together. If you are
cooking your pasta the day before, give it a rinse, then toss it with 1 teaspoon of olive oil
(to prevent it from sticking together) and refrigerate in a covered container.



YIELDS:           8 - 10 servings
PREP TIME:    25 mins
TOTAL TIME:  25 mins

Ingredients
1 - 12-ounce package bacon
1 - 16-ounce box fusilli or curly pasta
1 c. mayonnaise
3/4 c. whole milk
1 - 1-ounce packet ranch seasoning mix
Juice of one lemon
1/4 c. grated parmesan cheese
1/2 tsp. - ground black pepper
1-pint grape tomatoes, halved
2 c. thinly sliced romaine lettuce
1/2 c. chopped red onion
1/4 c. chopped fresh herbs, such as dill and/or parsley

Directions
1. Cook the bacon in a large skillet over medium heat, turning as needed, until the fat has
rendered, and the bacon is golden and crispy, 8 to 10 minutes total. (You may need to
cook the bacon in two batches, draining the rendered fat from the skillet between
batches.) Let the bacon cool to room temperature, then crumble up into bite-sized pieces.
2. Cook the pasta according to package directions. Drain, rinse with cold water, and let
cool. 
3. Meanwhile, in a large bowl, whisk together the mayonnaise, milk, ranch seasoning,
lemon juice, parmesan cheese and black pepper. Add the pasta, tomatoes, lettuce, onion,
herbs and half of the crumbled bacon to the bowl with the dressing. Gently fold together to
coat. Top with remaining bacon and serve. 

From:  thepioneerwoman.com



Ministry Opportunities 
Doors of Hope 
The "Doors of Hope" is a shelter located here in the
Southbay area and has been offering; "Soup, Soap &
Salvation' to the homeless since 1905. In July, our
Women's Ministry will be going to the shelter and
ministering the love of Jesus as we wash and cut hair, give
pedicures and manicures, and serve the women lunch
along with all the spiritual encouragement we can give
them.  Please pray for us as we love and minister to the
homeless in our community.



Stay Connected

INSTAGRAM
ccsouthbaywomen

APP
Calvary Chapel South Bay

WEB
ccsouthbay.org/women
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