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womensLIFE

“Let your light so shine

before men, that they may

see your good works and

glorify your Father in

heaven.”

Matthew 5:16 

 

A Life That Shines 
November - December 



 

Over the years, there are certain people in my life who have played a significant role in my spiritual growth.
This was largely due to the example they lived out, along with their inviting me into relationship with them.
In turn, that communion time drew me into communion with my Savior. That’s the investment God calls us
to make as well in the lives of those He has put in our path. 

Of those people who have poured into my life, my husband is one I am grateful for. I have watched him live
out before me the very command Jesus gave in Luke 9:23,24 “Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.’” The sacrifices I have watched
my husband make for the love of Christ and His gospel inspired me to want to do the same. Meanwhile,
with the Holy Spirit giving me the wherewithal to follow suit, I found strength to make a sacrifice when my
flesh didn’t want to. I followed my husband’s example in holding fast to the word of Christ. Amongst many
others who along the way left me a precious example of faith lived out, was Marilyn Laird, a missionary to
Sudan for over 30 years. From time to time, my husband and I would drive across the state of Florida to
visit her and her husband when we ourselves were young missionaries. My favorite quote of Marilyn’s was,
“I never thought I was beautiful enough to have a husband, so when I got married, I told the Lord I would
never argue with my husband.” And for real, her children can testify that never once did their parents argue.
That is a tall standard, but one that Paul painted a beautiful picture of in 1 Corinthians 13. I wish I could say
I always followed suit in the same way, but striving to grow toward that standard, and with the Holy Spirit’s
help, I have pressed on to follow. 

There is a wonderful return in doing life together in this way. I have found that as I spend time traveling this
road of the Christian life in relationship to those He has put in my path, I am built up as well, and sharpened
in faith. For iron to sharpen iron, relationship is a tool that with Christ as it’s wielder, can be used in the
great call to go and make disciples. Who have you followed in faith? Who has He put around you that you
can invite into following Christ with you? Let us take up our cross and follow. 

By Andrea Lowe

"FOLLOW ME 
AS I FOLLOW CHRIST"

Paul’s exhortation here to the church is
one we can simply put into practice:

Follow Jesus—in all His ways—and invite
others to follow us in like manner as we

do life together with them. 



Great Quotes 



By Pat Jackson 

“Through the tender mercy of our God, with which the Dayspring from on high has visited us;
to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the
way of peace.” (Luke 1:78,79)

I enjoy watching the morning sunrise, how it causes darkness to disappear as the sun
brings light to the world. It reminds me of how Jesus brought me out of the darkness of this
world into His glorious light; my life was forever changed. I will never look at a sunrise the
same way again.

With both Thanksgiving and Christmas right around the corner, I think of the busyness of
this season and wonder if the light of Jesus will still be shining in me when out shopping or
stuck in traffic. How am I going to be at peace in a world filled with chaos? Did I take time
for my morning devotions and ask the Lord to help me keep His light shining in me? If we
allow the Lord the time He deserves, He will give us everything we need no matter what life
may bring

A Light Like No Other

Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, being filled with the
Holy Spirit, began prophesying about his son and the coming
Messiah. I was drawn to the word “Dayspring,” which means
“dawn" or "sunrise.” Jesus will bring His light and peace to all
humanity.



Remember this Sunday school song, “This little light of mine, I’m gonna to let it shine”? Have you
ever pondered the words behind this song? What little light? What could we possibly have in us that
could shine? 2 Corinthians 4:6 tells us that, “For God, who said, ‘Let there be light in the darkness,’
has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of
Jesus Christ.” (NLT)

I would say that inside all of us who name Jesus as Lord have this light, but I wouldn’t call it “little.”
The light inside us is the very glory of God! That would be a light of unspeakable brightness
unknown to a fallen world. But what do we do with this amazing light, the light of our Savior?

Years ago, I had the opportunity to visit Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico. Our tour guide brought us
down hundreds of feet into a massive cave. The cave was illuminated throughout, and it was safe to
travel. The guide had us pause, hold on to a rail and then  turned off all the lights. I have never been
in complete darkness before in my life and it was very disconcerting. Then the guide lit a small
lighter and suddenly I could see around me. It was astonishing to see how a small flame could
make such a difference!

As believers in this dark world, we sometimes feel as though we also are a little flame in a dark cave
surrounded by complete darkness. But remember, we have a light inside us that cannot be
quenched, it cannot be snuffed out, and it will illuminate our path even in the darkest of
circumstances. Our light will not only illuminate our steps, but those around us will see our light and
they will be drawn to it. 

Use this light of Jesus’ glory this holiday season. I am always amazed how people are a little more
open to hearing about Jesus during this time. Jesus said, “You are the light of the world—like a city
on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a
lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house.” (Matthew 4:14,15 NLT) Let
God’s glorious light shine through you for all to see!

By Connie Gill

Be The Light For Jesus! 
 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,

let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine.



  Not too long ago Renee joined the CCSB community when she and her family moved here from Orange
County.She had previously been attending Coast Hills Church and serving alongside Pastor Chet’s wife
Andrea there. Renee gave her life to Jesus at age six. Renee spent her childhood in Apple Valley and
Barstow, CA. Her dad was a pastor for a few years in Barstow. When she was 13 years old she and her
parents went to serve as missionaries with Mercy Ships. They served at the ministry’s main office in East
Texas and also lived on their medical missionary ship, the M/V Anastasis. (She’s no longer in service.)
While on the Anastasis they traveled to Europe and West Africa…It was there that she met her now husband
James! James’s family moved to Liberia, West Africa when he was 6 weeks old. When war broke out in
Liberia James’s family was evacuated.  James ended up in the Ivory Coast in boarding school and his
parents ended up in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Renee met James the day after she turned 17 at her birthday
party on the beach. The Anastasis was docked in Freetown and James was on his winter break from
boarding school . He was visiting his parents. She was immediately drawn to him. Little did they know what
God had is store for them! They have been married now for 28 years!

 They have four daughters and seven grandchildren. Her eldest daughter Katy (27) and husband have 5
children they live in Texas. Brittney (26) and her 4 year old son Levi live here in San Pedro. Brittney serves in
Womens Life! Marissa (23) and her husband live in San Clemente. They welcomed their first baby in
August. The youngest, Lexi (22) and her husband Jake now oversee our Kid LIFE Ministry. 

Getting to Know You!
Interview with Renee Hill



The Hills have known Pastor Chet and Andrea since 1999 - 23 years! James went on a missions trip with
Chet to Liberia in June of 1999 - they met on the airplane on the way there. When Chet and Andrea moved to
Montana, the Hills had just moved to Wyoming, and they went back and forth visiting each other. “We moved,
they moved but we always kept in touch.” After the Lowes moved to CA, Lexi, the youngest went off to
Patmos and it was when they attended her Patmos graduation that they knew it was time for them to make a
move and serve with Chet and Andrea, they knew that God was leading them to California. “We followed the
Lord’s leading and came with Chet and Andrea. We wanted to serve with them and support the work that God
was leading them to do.” They moved to San Pedro in November 2021 and started attending CCSB in
January.

Renee’s hobbies include photography and off roading! Renee serves in Womens Life ministry and is one of
the faces behind the womensLIFE Instagram account.

Although they haven’t been at CCSB very long they quickly found their place to shine, and they are making an
impact as they serve Jesus and His people.

Renee’s Life verse is Isaiah 61:1-4 
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to
those who are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, And the day of vengeance of our God; To
comfort all who mourn, To console those who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for
mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they may be called trees of righteousness,
The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.” And they shall rebuild the old ruins, They shall raise up the
former desolations, And they shall repair the ruined cities, The desolations of many generations.”



Driven By Love 
The world is broken, and people are hurting like never before! Jesus has laid before us a
task. We are to be His hands and feet in this world. We are called to shine for Him in such a
way that we carry His love and light to the very ends of the world. When do we stop? When
the whole world knows Him! Listen to the song below and turn it into a prayer, and at the very
end take time to declare to the Lord, “I will arise and go, here I am, send me!”

Driven By Love
By Lindy Cofer & The Circuit Riders

To know You and to make You known
This is the anthem of our souls
Send us out, we will go
Anywhere You lead us, Lord
Driven by love
Till all have heard
We'll carry Your name
To the ends of the earth
We'll carry Your love
And shine with Your light
Till the whole world knows You
And lifts You high

CLICK HERE FOR COMPLETE SONG

L.I.F.E.
At Calvary Chapel South Bay we’re learning that life happens when we
purposely put ourselves in community with other believers.  Then, as a
community, we do LIFE together!  And that involves:

L. earning the Word - John 1:1 
I.  nvesting into Relationships - John 13:34-35
F. ollowing the way of Christ - Luke 9:23
E. ngaging our World - Acts 1:8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUk5Fe4ExkE&list=RDaUk5Fe4ExkE&index=1


    “Be the light that helps others see.”

With Thanksgiving and Christmas arriving, moms face a special challenge
in helping their children to keep a Christ-centered focus. Let’s face it, in the
retail world, Thanksgiving has become little more than the obscure holiday
sandwiched between Halloween and Christmas. If it weren’t for all things
pumpkin, I’m pretty sure many would just drop this occasion right off their
calendar! But for us, as Christians, we are well aware of the importance of
thankfulness and the command that says, “. . . give thanks in all
circumstances.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18) Did you catch that word all?
Thankfulness must be a way of life for us and our children. It needs to be a
priority above any food we eat or gift we receive. So, let’s catch some
advice from a few of our moms about memorable ways they keep the
“Thank” in Thanksgiving and the “Christ” in Christmas!

What does your family do to celebrate Thanksgiving or Christmas in a
Christ-centered way?

While gathered around the table after their Thanksgiving meal, Tina and
her family take turns to share what they’re grateful for. On Christmas Eve,
they bake a birthday cake for Jesus and then on Christmas morning,
before opening their presents, they sing happy birthday to Jesus.

Audrey and her family prepare for Christmas by celebrating Advent.
Advent means “arrival,” so they spend this time leading up to Christmas to
prepare their hearts for the arrival of Christmas morning and celebrating
the birth of Jesus. It might be with an Advent wreath and lighting candles
each Sunday leading up to Christmas and reading part of the Christmas
story, or by using an Advent calendar that has a verse each day in
December leading up to the birth of Jesus. Advent is a great talking point
with their family and keeps them engaged every day leading up to Christ’s
birth. 

How can we keep Jesus the center of Thanksgiving and Christmas?

We can be intentional about bringing the focus back to Jesus. Ask the
Holy Spirit to help you recognize opportunities that are in front of you to
share Jesus with your family and friends. Ask Him to show you HOW to be
the light that helps others see Him in the middle of holiday activities like
decorating, preparing, cooking, gifts, sitting around the table with our
families. 

Mom LIFE



Janey’s Cranberry Salad 
 
Ingredients: 
1  6 oz package      Raspberry gelatin 
1  16 oz. can           Whole cranberry sauce 
1  13 ¼ oz. Can       Crushed pineapple (undrained) 
2/3 cup                    Sparkling cider (Preferably use Rose Blush) 
1/2 cup                    Chopped walnuts or pecans

Ingredients for topping: 
1  2-3 oz pkg            Softened Philadelphia cream cheese 
 1 cup                        Sour cream 

Directions 
In a separate bowl: 
Dissolve gelatin in one cup of hot water and stir well 

Pour into serving bowl and stir in cranberry sauce,                                                            
pineapple, sparking cider and walnuts or pecans. 

Allow gelatin to become firm before adding topping. 
 
Topping: 
Mix cream cheese and sour cream until smooth and         spread
on top of salad.

 

Thanksgiving Recipe  
Creating special family traditions and carrying
them on through family members is one way of
keeping the focus right where it needs to be
during the upcoming holidays. Pat Jackson
shared how they have kept a special recipe in
every Thanksgiving for the past 20 years. This
recipe is special because it was passed down to
her from her mother-in-law (Benn’s mom). So
even though Benn’s mom is gone, they keep the
sweet memory of her with them Thanksgiving
after Thanksgiving. Here is her special recipe if
you would like to include it in your
Thanksgiving.



 
Charcuterie Christmas Tree
Appetizer
Want a simple and creative way to shine for
Jesus this Christmas season? Put together a
Christmas tree charcuterie board and then
give it away to a neighbor, co-worker, or just
someone who needs to see the love of Jesus
in action and shining through you.

Outreach Challenge



Remember we can give our time, our talent or our treasure.  With
Thanksgiving and Christmas upon us pray about ways you can tangibly
follow the way of Christ by giving to others.

Here are some things you can get involved with right here at Calvary Chapel
South Bay.

Delivering Joy in Jesus’ Name Outreaches:
-Thanksgiving Food Baskets
-Operation Christmas Child info
-C.H.I.P.S. for Kids info
Click here for information   https://ccsouthbay.org/joy

Connection Points
Practical Ways for you to CONNECT into the body of Christ!

Be A Giver!  Never do we look and act more like Jesus than when we choose to
get outside of ourselves and give to others. It’s so important for us to be present
in everyday life and simply look for ways to shine. When we give, we shine! Click
on the link below and take a moment to listen to this timely reminder from
Pastor Alex. 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/ChFlmJ2M595/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY=

https://ccsouthbay.org/joy
https://ccsouthbay.org/joy
https://www.instagram.com/reel/ChFlmJ2M595/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D


Women’s LIFE
 

You’re invited and welcomed! We want to do LIFE with you! We
know you face the ups and downs of life like all of us and for that
reason we want to encourage you and walk through life with you.
You’re not meant to walk alone so join us each week as we gather

to study God’s Word, pray together and enjoy the friendships of
one another. You have a place with us!

Our Weekly Women’s Life Bible Study is currently on break, we
will start-up Tuesday, January 10, 2023. 

All are welcome to join us.





Stay Connected

INSTAGRAM
womenslifesouthbay

APP
Calvary Chapel South Bay

WEB
ccsouthbay.org/women

Upcoming Events
Women’s Life Christmas Outreach

 

Be the light that helps others to behold Jesus this Christmas season. We have planned a
special Christmas event so reach out and invite your mothers, sisters, daughters, and anyone

you know that needs the light of Jesus to shine in their heart. 
 

https://www.instagram.com/ccsouthbaywomen/
https://ccsouthbay.org/app
https://ccsouthbay.org/
https://www.instagram.com/ccsouthbaywomen/
https://www.instagram.com/ccsouthbaywomen/
https://ccsouthbay.org/app
https://ccsouthbay.org/app
https://ccsouthbay.org/
https://ccsouthbay.org/

