


SPIRITUAL GIFTS – PART 2
1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-31

AS ONE BODY, WE HAVE EXPERIENCED THE ONE PRIMARY 
BAPTISM. v. 12-13
 Scripture is clear that there is exactly one body. Eph. 4:1-7
 Confusion and fighting often occur the moment one uses 

the phrase, “gifts of the Spirit.”
 God has spoken to us in Spirit-inspired words which we 

must not confuse. 1 Cor. 2:12-13 
 Where does confusion come from? Not from God, but 

from the enemy. 1 Cor. 14:33
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BUT DOESN’T SCRIPTURE SAY 
THERE ARE TWO BAPTISMS?

 Depending on your English translation, yes, but is that 
the best understanding of what is being said?

 The primary baptism of the Spirit occurs at conversion 
when the Spirit enters the believing sinner, gives him 
new life, and makes his body the temple of God. v. 13

 The second and all subsequent baptisms are actually 
a filling of the Spirit to overflowing and has to do with 
the Spirit’s control and empowering of our lives for 
service. Eph. 5:18
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SOME DIFFERENCES
 The first baptism by the Spirit means that we belong to 

Christ’s body and it happens only once.
 This second baptism is an often repeated experience

for we constantly need to be filled and refilled with 
spiritual power if we are to glorify Christ. 

 The main evidence of the Spirit’s baptism at conversion 
is the witness of the Spirit within. Rom. 8:14-16
• It is not speaking in tongues. 1 Cor. 12:30
• We will deal with this in Chapters 13 and 14.
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THE EVIDENCE OF THE
SPIRIT’S FILLING ARE:

 Power for witnessing- Acts 1:8
 Joyfulness and submission- Eph. 5:19 
 Christlikeness- Gal. 5:22-26 
 Growing in understanding of the Word-

John 16:12-15
 Ongoing and necessary power for service of 

the King and His Kingdom
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UNITY IN DIVERSITY
 Unity without diversity would produce uniformity, and 

uniformity tends to produce death and decay. 
 As Dr. Vance Havner expressed it, “First there is a man, 

then a movement, then a machine, and then a 
monument.”

 Even staunch orthodoxy and orthopraxy can become 
dead because, in a desire to remain pure and doctrinally 
sound, we stifle creativity and new ideas.

 We will discover in 1 Corinthians 13 that it is love and 
maturity that balances unity and diversity. 
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DIFFERENT MEMBERS AND GIFTS?
1.  As one body, the Spirit supplies all our diverse needs 

to live, grow, and serve. V. 14-20
2.  As one body, we discover our dependence on one 

another. V. 21-26
3.  As one body, our diversity fulfills the will of God for 

the whole body. v. 27-31
Though, it is essential to have the gift of the Spirit and 
gifts from the Spirit for the body to function properly,

we must have grace, faith, hope, and love first!
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