
THE LIGHT AT HOME - PT. 4  

PARENTING  EPH. 6:1-4 

GODLY FAMILIES ARE A MAJOR COMPONENT OF GOD’S 
PLAN FOR HIS WORLD!  

 God’s Design has always been—one man—one woman 
and their biologic children 

 Nothing brings husbands, wives, and children together 
more effectively than a face-to-face encounter with the 
Creator of marriage and families—GOD HIMSELF 

TODAY, THE LIGHT AT HOME: GOD’S INSTRUCTIONS TO 
PARENTS  AND CHILDREN 
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2. THE CHILD’S SIMPLE TASK 

1. FIRST—A PRINCIPLE 

 Eph. 6:1 "Children obey your parents in the Lord:  

for this is right."  

 This verse summarizes the duty of a child both to man and to 
God.  

 Biblically, the  major duty of kids is to learn to obey authority, 
and his/her parents are to be his primary voice of authority.  

 Children who learn to defy parental authority will usually go 
on to defy other authority and will often grow up to 
DEFY DIVINE AUTHORITY.  
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3. A BIBLICAL PRECEPT - EPH 6:2   
THIS VERSE IS THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT— 

 THE DECALOGUE—or TEN COMMANDMENTS—found 
in EXODUS 20 is the essence of God’s law.  

 The Decalogue divides man's duty into two categories:  
Our duty to GOD and Our duty to MAN. 

The first five commandments are joined by the phrase “the Lord 
your God,”—the remaining five by the phrase “You shall not.”  

 This division links the command to “honor your father and 
mother” with the commandments that address man’s duty to 
God. 

 So Rebellion against parents is actually—rebellion against God.  

And IT BRINGS GOD’S JUDGMENT. 
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4. A POWERFUL PROMISE - EPH 6:3  
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A child who grows up to LOVE, HONOR, AND 

OBEY his mother and father lays the foundation 

for a happier, more stable, and more successful 

life than does a child who is rude, disrespectful, 

self-willed, and rebellious.  

 A stormy path lies ahead for a disobedient child. 

  1 COR 15:33-34 is still truth—bad company 

corrupts good morals. 



5. THE PARENTS’ TERRIFYING TASK - EPH. 6:4  
FIRST A WORD ABOUT METHODOLOGY  

EPH. 6:4a “Fathers, do not provoke  
your children to wrath.”  

 The Bible is a balanced book. God does not 
command children to obey their parents without 
giving an injunction to parents.  

Children are people—they are just little ones 

 They are not mindless objects to be bossed and 
bullied; they are little people who have thoughts, 
feelings, hopes, fears, dreams, likes, and dislikes.  
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6. A WORD ABOUT MOTIVES - EPH. 6:4b 
We must lead by example—through action. 

“Bring them up in the nurture [discipline—of words] 
and admonition [instruction of action] of the Lord.”  
 We must practice what we preach and be consistent. 

 Our motivation must be to show our children 
Jesus—in everything and in every way 

 The WORD OF GOD must permeate every facet of 
our existence—so that our children can mimic any 
part of it! 
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7. AS PARENTS: NOTHING SHOULD 

MATTER MORE THAN YOUR CHILDREN.  
Of the 31 chapters in proverbs —King Solomon, 

spent one quarter ( chapters 1-7)  of this book of 

wisdom, on helping his son gain godly wisdom.  

 How many of us have applied ¼ of our time 

honestly, truly, lovingly instructing our kids in — 

WALKING RIGHT SIDE UP IN AN UPSIDE DOWN 

WORLD— BRINGING THE LIGHT HOME! 
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