
HEAVENLY CITIZENS PHIL. 3:17-21 
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OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IMPORTANT. 

 WE ARE HEAVENLY CITIZENS: This happens when your 
name is placed on the guest list! 

 As Christians, our names are written in “the Book of 
Life.” REV. 20:15 

 When you confess Christ on earth, Jesus confesses your 
name in heaven. MATT. 10:32-33  

 Your name is written down in heaven. LUKE 10:20  

IN PERMANENT INK, MAKING YOU A CITIZEN OF HEAVEN! 



2. FOLLOWING THE BLUEPRINT v. 17 

Paul focused his life on being as much like Christ as he could 
possibly be, so he was an example to others. 1 COR. 11:1  

 Nobody had a “Bible” yet so Paul could not tell them to 
read the Bible to see what Christ was like.  

 Therefore, he urged them to imitate him as a practical 
guide for both conduct and character.  

 What kind of follower would a new Christian become if he 
or she imitated you completely? 

 Would they see Jesus or WILLIAM SIDIS? All in or all out? 
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3. BEWARE OF BAD EXAMPLES v. 18 

ANYONE CLAIMING TO BE A CHRISTIAN SHOULD LIVE A 
LIFE THAT IS A TESTIMONY OF THE CROSS THAT HAS 

SAVED THEM! 

 We are saved by GRACE alone through FAITH alone in 
CHRIST alone. His sacrifice on the cross paid our debt in 
full; any other way is the false gospel. 

EXAMPLES: 

 The Judaizers: Jesus plus the law  

 Antinomianism: Complete lawlessness, no standards 
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Four characteristics that were true of these  
“enemies of the cross” v. 18.  

They hated the cross and grace, legalism was their calling 
card, and keeping the law was their salvation. 

1. Their destiny is destruction. (NIV) 

2. Their god is their stomach. (NIV) 

3. Their glory is in their shame. (NIV)  

4. Their mind is on earthly things. (NIV)  

When it actually should be about finding right priorities. 

 

4. HOW DO YOU SPOT ’EM? v. 19 

4 



5. RESIDENT ALIEN STATUS v. 20 
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Paul’s speaking of citizenship struck a very relatable chord 
with the Philippians.  

 Those who lived in Philippi had their citizenship in far-off 
Rome, yet most had never been there.  

 They should have thought of themselves as “RESIDENT 
ALIENS” living temporarily in a FOREIGN COUNTRY with 
their home elsewhere. So should we! 

WE ARE WAITING FOR THE DAY WE GO HOME AND AT THE 

SAME TIME LIVING HEAVENLY LIVES RIGHT WHERE WE ARE! 

 



 The rightful ruler is coming back to claim His kingdom! 

 When Christ returns and brings His Heavenly Kingdom 
here to earth, he will subdue all things, bring everything 
under his control.  

 There will be no more sin, no more evil rulers, no more 
persecution of believers, no more death and disease. 

 Christ will be King of kings and Lord of lords, ruler over 
all. REV. 19:11-16; 21:22-27; PSALM 8:6; 1 COR. 15:24-
28; HEB. 2:8-9 ARE YOU LOYAL TO THE KING? 

 

6. WHERE ARE YOUR LOYALTIES? v. 21 
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7. OUR GREAT HOPE  
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Our mortal lives on this earth can seem hopeless at times. 

Most people living today with cancer know that their time 
here is limited.  

 Their minds say, “I am in control of my body,” but they 
know in a practical sense there is a competing truth that 
says, “I have a voracious disease that is eating away at it.” 

 For all the afflicted who know Jesus, this passage points to 
our eternal hope of even a new body. 

WHEN YOU ARE A CITIZEN OF HEAVEN . . . That eternal life 
we have right now just gets better and better! 


