
RIGHTEOUS RELATIONSHIPS  
PART 1: MARRIAGE  

COLOSSIANS 3:15-19 
Now we get to apply all this putting off and putting on; and 
the first place this all gets tested is: YOU GUESSED IT—
YOUR OWN HOME. 

 First, some general guidance for all relationships. 

 How can we really know when we are in the center of 
God’s will in all the relationships we have? 

LET’S LOOK AT THREE HELPFUL GUIDES. 
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THE UMPIRE, PEACE v. 15  

In this verse, Paul turned from CHARACTER to CONDUCT.  

Can a Christian know when he or she is doing God’s will?    
YES, WE CAN HAVE SOME ASSURANCE! 

1. One way is: the PEACE OF CHRIST in our hearts and in the 
church.  

 When Christians lose their peace, we know that we have 
in some way disobeyed God or are outside of His will. 

 The word translated “rule” is an athletic term; it means 
“to preside at the games and distribute the prizes as the 
judge.” Peace is “the umpire” of our souls. 
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THE POWER OF THE WORD v. 16-17  
2. A second way is: to consult the WORD OF GOD.  

 All false teachers come with man-made traditions, 
religious rules, and human philosophies.  

 The Word will transform our lives if we will but permit 
it to “dwell” in us richly.  

3. Finally, a third way: in everything seek to GLORIFY THE 
LORD JESUS. Does how you live and speak glorify God? 

Wear those GARMENTS OF GRACE proudly! 

NOW LET’S SHOW THEM OFF IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS. 
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NEW RULES FOR GODLY LIVING 

Scripture now gives us rules for three sets of relationships. 
We will look at each in detail in our next three studies here 
on Sunday mornings: 

1) Husbands and wives  

2) Parents and children   

3) Masters and slaves—as employees and employers 

In each case, there is mutual responsibility to submit and 
love, to obey and encourage, to work hard and be fair. The 
focus is on our responsibilities not our rights. 
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FIRST: HUSBANDS AND WIVES v. 18-19 

News flash: Paul did not address the wives first because they 
were the neediest, gullible, or the weak ones!   

 But rather, because the Gospel radically changed the 
position of women in the Roman world—for the better. 

Submission is not an epithet meaning domination, abuse, 
harshness, or mindless subjugation.  

 The word comes from the military vocabulary and simply 
means “TO ARRANGE UNDER RANK.”  

 Both husbands and wives are to submit. 
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IT’S ALL ABOUT HEADSHIP  

NOT HEARTACHE  

Submission means that the husband ultimately has the 

responsibility that goes with headship. 

 Headship is not dictatorship or lording over.  

 It is loving, SELF-SACRIFICIAL LEADERSHIP. 

 In fact, both the husband and the wife must be submitted 
to the Lord first, and then to each other. EPH. 5:21 

 It is a mutual respect for the individuality and gifting of 
each other under the lordship of Jesus Christ. 

6 



REAL LOVE IS SACRIFICIAL 

Husbands have the RESPONSIBILITY of fully loving their wives; 
and the word for “love” used here is AGAPE—the sacrificial, 
serving love that Christ shares with His church.  

 A marriage may begin with deep friendship—PHILEO 

 Move to physical attraction/romantic love—EROS 

 But it must grow deeper into the spiritual—AGAPE—love 
that comes only from God. 

 

A LOVE THAT WILL PAY ANY COST ASKED! 

SACRIFICIAL LOVE. 1 COR. 13 
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WHY IS THIS FITTING IN THE LORD? v. 18 

Real spiritual leadership is based on sacrificial service.  

Paul stressed the full equality of women and men before the 
Lord. GAL. 3:28  

 Neither partner should be arrogant or domineering; there 
is no room for abuse of any kind.  

 There must be mutual love and mutual respect.  

 IF JESUS IS FIRST, then all other human relationships will 
be exactly as God designed them—graciously loving God 
and others before thinking of ourselves! 
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