
PURPOSE AND POWER 
COLOSSIANS 4:2-6 
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1. WHAT ARE THE SECRETS TO POWERFUL, PRODUCTIVE 
PRAYING? 

Prayer and worship are perhaps the highest uses of the gift of the 
human tongue and mind together.  

FIRST, OUR PRAYING MUST BE FAITHFUL.  

 It means we should be constantly in fellowship with God so that 
prayer is as normal to us as breathing. God enjoys answering 
our prayers. 

 God has three basic answers to our prayers: YES, NO, and WAIT! 

 God’s delays are not always God’s denials. 



2. OUR PRAYING MUST ALSO BE WATCHFUL 

We must be awake and alert as we pray.  

The phrase “Watch and pray!” is used often in the Bible.  
EPH. 6:18; MARK 13:33, 14:38 

 There is no power in dull, listless praying. If there is no 

fire on the altar, the incense will not rise to God.  
PSALM 141:2 

 Real praying demands spiritual energy and alertness, and 

this can come only from the Holy Spirit of God. 
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3. PRAYING SHOULD ALSO BE THANKFUL  

“Watch in the same with thanksgiving.” COL. 4:2 

 Thanksgiving is an important ingredient in successful 
praying—with thanksgiving in your heart. PHIL. 4:6 

 If all we do is ask, and never thank God for His gifts, we are 

selfish.  

 Sincere gratitude to God is one of the best ways to put 
fervor into our praying. 

THERE IS ALWAYS SO MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR! 
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4. OUR PRAYING OUGHT TO BE FOCUSED  

Perhaps it is our lack of faith that causes us to pray generally 

instead of specifically. 

 It has well been said that the purpose of prayer is not to 
get man’s will done in heaven, but to get God’s will done 
on earth.  

 Prayer is not telling God what to do or what to give.  

 Prayer is asking God for that which He wants to do and 

give, according to His will. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 
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5. PRAYING TAKES TIME AND TENACITY  

Have you ever grown tired of praying for something or 

someone?  

 Paul says we should be devoted and alert in prayer.  

 Our vigilance is an expression of our faith that God 

answers our prayers.  

 Faith shouldn’t die if the answers come slowly, for the 
delay may be God’s way of working His will in our lives.  

PRAY FIRST, PRAY OFTEN, AND PRAY LAST! 
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6. SOME GOOD TIPS v. 3-6 

 Paul did not ask for the prison doors to be opened, but 

that doors of ministry might be opened.  
1 COR. 16:9; ACTS 14:27 

 The proclamation of the Gospel is empowered by prayer.  

 Keep it clear—stay out of the gutter of sin. 

 Be sure that God does not get blamed for sin because of 
you or me! 

 Take full advantage of your means to win others. 
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7. FINALLY, BE SALTY 

Speech that is seasoned with salt is: 

 Interesting, as opposed to dull 

 Inviting of interaction—opens doors 

 Interjects “spice” to a discussion  
 Infuses the pure and wholesome 

Let’s pray with and for power and purpose  
that we might just be the spice to show people Jesus! 
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