
ONE BIG FAMILY – PART 1 
COLOSSIANS 4:7-8 
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As Christians, no one is an island nor should we be—we are 
in this race of life together! 

 Paul often closed his letters by sending personal greetings 
from himself and others with him to individuals in the 
church to whom he wrote. 

 Many men and women served the Lord by helping Paul in 
his ministry of spreading the gospel.   

 How much better to be a team player and have the use of 
others’ gifts and abilities to help in ministry.  

WE NEED ONE ANOTHER! 



PAUL’S FAITHFUL FRIENDS 

Paul didn’t give all the details of his personal situation or 
needs in this letter. He left it to his two friends and spiritual 
brothers, Tychicus and Onesimus, to share the exact 
burdens with the church in Colossae.  

 Paul trusted these young men with big things. He sent 
Tychicus and Onesimus to deliver the EPHESIAN letter 
(EPH. 6:21) and the COLOSSIAN letter (COL. 4:7-9), as 
well as the personal letter to PHILEMON. 

All of which are included in our Bibles! 
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PAUL’S DESCRIPTION OF TYCHICUS 

These two verses reveal what a splendid brother in Christ 
Tychicus really was.  

 He was a beloved brother. 

• How encouraging it is to have a fellow Christian at your 
side when everything seems to be against you!  

 Tychicus was also a faithful minister. 

• D.L. Moody said that the greatest ability in the ministry 
is dependability, and it is so true.  

 Tychicus was also Paul’s fellow servant. 
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TWO SIMPLE THINGS WE CAN ALL DO 

These two men had two wonderful ministries: to encourage 
the Colossian Christians and to inform them about Paul’s 
situation.  

 Is it wrong for God’s people to share information in this 
way? Of course not!  

 Paul was not begging for money or asking for sympathy.  

 He wanted the Colossian saints to know his situation so 
they could pray for him.  

 We can all pass on encouragement and pray! 
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THE GIFT OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

Nobody moves far by standing still, but sometimes we get 
stuck in fear of failure. 

Life offers opportunities, risks, and challenges; but if you’re 
too afraid of losing or getting hurt, you’ll probably never get 
in the game.  

 WE NEED ENCOURAGEMENT. People all around you have 
potential to do more and to be more than they are.  

 Perhaps your encouragement will fuel them with courage 
to try. BE FAMILY AND ENCOURAGE SOMEONE! 
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