
ONE BIG FAMILY – PART 2 
COLOSSIANS 4:9-18 
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Our final study here in the book of Colossians. 

Notice these brothers were all on a first-name basis. 

 When Paul left Ephesus, he was accompanied by seven 
other believers, among them Tychicus. ACTS 20:4  

 Ministry was personal—they were “doing life together.” 

 How encouraging it is to have a Christian at your side 
when everything seems to be against you! 



THE DIVERSE FAMILY 

1. ARISTARCHUS was from Thessalonica and had 
accompanied Paul on his third missionary journey. He 
had been arrested, along with Gaius, during the riot at 
Ephesus. ACTS 19:29 

 Grace under fire—strength and loyalty are the virtues 
behind this quick greeting from Aristarchus.  

2. MARK (also called John Mark) was not yet well-known 
among the churches, although apparently, Barnabas 
was. Just the average guy, average gal! 

 Mellow Mark—the stable one. 
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3. JESUS was a common Jewish name, as was the name 
JUSTUS (which means “righteous”).  
 The phrase, who is called, serves to distinguish this 

Jesus from others with the same name—including the 
Lord Himself.  

 They had kept their zeal to reach the Jews for Christ.  

 JESUS JUSTUS was willing to build bridges to reach the 
outcasts—serving across every border. 

 In Christ, we love across boundaries and minister to 
people with habits and lifestyle preferences quite unlike 
our own. What outcasts are you reaching? 
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4. EPAPHRAS—the prayer warrior. 

 Epaphras was a hero of the Colossian church, one of the 
believers who had helped keep the church together 
despite growing troubles.  

 His earnest prayers for the believers showed his deep 
love and concern for them.  

 EPAPHRAS’ prayers focused on the Colossian believers’ 
growth in the faith, that they would stand mature 
(complete) spiritually and be fully assured—filled with 
everything that is God’s will.  

 Your prayers count; address the heart of almighty God to 
pray for others. Pray often and pray with passion. 
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5. LUKE—the gifted one. Using your time, talents, and 
treasure for God’s glory and His Kingdom purposes. 
 Doctor Luke certainly had helped with Paul’s health 

after the beatings Paul received during his travels (as 
well as other ailments that plagued Paul in prison).  

 Luke was also a prolific writer, authoring the gospel 
bearing his name and the book of Acts.  

6. THE BRETHREN—Paul turns his attention from sending 
everyone else’s greetings to sending his own. He relays his 
greetings to the brothers and sisters in Laodicea, ten miles 
to the west of Colossae. 
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7. THE FAMILY IN HOUSE CHURCHES 

 Here Paul greeted those who met in Nympha’s home.  
 In Colossae, the believers met in Philemon’s house. 

PHILEMON 2 

 Lydia opened her home to the believers in Philippi.  
ACTS 16:40 

 Gaius offered his home to the believers in Corinth. 
ROMANS 16:23 

 Aquila and Priscilla, a husband and wife team, opened 
their home while they lived in Rome. ROMANS 16:5 
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READ THE WORD. After this letter had been read to all the 
believers in Colossae in a worship service, they were to send 
it on to Laodicea.  

 At this time, the New Testament books were still being 
written.  

 These letters were carefully kept and eventually compiled 
with the complete New Testament.  

 Be a strong finisher not just a super starter—Get It Done.  

We must never let anything come between us and  
our Savior or the ONE BIG FAMILY that we are. 
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