
THE RAPTURE – PART 1 
1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18 
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The rapture of the Church is our glorious and blessed hope 
while we are working hard to live out sanctified lives on this 
sin-polluted planet. 

 We know that at any second we could be home with 
Jesus. 

 “I do not want you to be ignorant.” (v. 13) Whenever the 
Bible warns us that we are ignorant about something, it 
is warranted.  



FALLEN ASLEEP ? 

The Thessalonians were clearly looking for the Lord’s 
return at the rapture, but they did not know the state 
of their dead loved ones who had “FALLEN ASLEEP.” 

 Metaphorically, this word means the sleep of death. 
MATTHEW 27:52; JOHN 11:11-13  

 Some cults teach that the soul sleeps in death. They 
claim that after a long period, God will wake up the 
soul. 
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DOES THE BIBLE TEACH SOUL-SLEEP? 

The Bible never uses the term “asleep” when referring to 
non-Christians, but always uses the term for believers.  

 Physical death for believers is nothing more than sleep. 

 The New Testament uses “sleep” either for physical 
rest or for the physical body resting in the grave. 

 The Bible never uses “sleep” for the soul.  

SOUL-SLEEP IS A FALSE DOCTRINE. 
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TWO DESTINATIONS? 

When we die, every soul of every person is fully awake in 
one of two places—no exclusions or excuses. 

 Death is not the end of consciousness, nor is death 
annihilation for anybody.  

 Believers are forever in the presence of the Lord. 
2 COR. 5:6-7 

 Non-Christians will live for eternity separated from 
God—ultimately in the lake of fire. REVELATION 20 

 We will all meet Jesus one day, either as our Savior or 
as our Judge. 2 COR. 5:9-10 
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THE RAPTURE AND HOPEFUL SORROW 

Most non-Christians are afraid to die, because they do not 
have a hope beyond the grave—BEYOND THIS LIFE.  

 Christians have a glorious hope. Because Christ rose 
from the death eternally, so we will also rise. 

 “ . . . looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ . . .” 
TITUS 2:13 

 The death and resurrection of Jesus is the irreducible 
minimum of the Gospel. ACTS 2:23-24 
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THE BIG “IF” v. 14 

The word “if” in the Greek means that this supposition is 
assumed true, and actually means “because.”  

 But that assumption is based on our faith and belief, 
not because in the “end” God saves everybody 

(Universalism). 

 Paul assumes that the Thessalonians believe in the 
death and resurrection of Christ. ACTS 17:3 

AT THE CROSS, JESUS’ DEATH TOOK AWAY  
THE STING OF DEATH. 
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