


THE SUPREMACY OF LOVE – PART 3
1 CORINTHIANS 13:6b-13

Now we turn to what love—God’s love, agape—is!
  Agape love enriches- adds eternal riches; never harms
  Agape love edifies- builds up the giver and recipient; 

never tears down
  Agape love endures- has an eternal longevity; is never 

temporary or conditional
LOVE REJOICES WITH TRUTH, never with evil of any kind. In 
word and in deed, agape love always seeks and promotes 
truth! The devil is a liar. Jesus is the truth.
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WHAT AGAPE LOVE IS v. 7-8
THIS IS HOW LOVE CONDUCTS ITSELF IN ACTION:
1.   Love believes and bears all things. 
2.  Love always trusts. 
3.  Love gives the benefit of the doubt. 
4.  Love always finds reasons for hope. 
5.  Love always steadfastly perseveres. 
6.  Love is completely unable to fail.
Love is the state of eternal existence in heaven. 
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THE “GIFTS” ARE ACTUALLY TEMPORARY 
 When Jesus Christ returns to rule and reign on earth, 

the kingdom will be established and the “building up” 
will no longer be necessary. 

 One day, evangelism will no longer be necessary, all 
prophecies will be fulfilled, and all believers will be 
made perfect in Christ. 1 John 3:2

 Tongues are meant for blessing or instruction in the 
church when an interpreter is present, but in eternity, 
we will all understand the same language. 

4



NOT THE SHARPEST TOOLS
IN THE SHED v. 9-10

On this earth, outside of heaven, everything is imperfect 
including our knowledge, wisdom, and even prophecy 
itself because we have finite minds.
 Agape love will always continue (v. 8) because love is 

the very essence of God Himself. “God is love.” 1 John 
4:8, 16

 One day we will be truly complete, finished, as sharp as 
we will ever get. But today, we have a few dull edges.
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ONE DAY WE WILL GROW UP v. 11-12
 A child talks, thinks, and reasons like a child. His or her 

understanding is incomplete. 
 But when a child grows up, he or she matures in 

speech, thought, and reason, putting away childish 
things. 

 By way of further metaphor, believers’ present spiritual 
understanding is like a poor reflection as in a mirror. 
Kind of like after you take a shower and the mirror is a 
bit hazy. The haze obscures the truth of the wrinkles.
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THE SUPREMACY OF LOVE v. 13
Abide—live in, dwell in, set up residence in,

make your home in—AGAPE LOVE.
 Agape love is the greatest of all human qualities we 

can achieve because it is the chief attribute of God 
Himself. 1 John 4:8 
• Faith is the foundation and supreme content of 

God’s message, the Gospel. 
• Hope is the attitude and focus. The Gospel is hope. 
• Love is the action. The Gospel lived is love.
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