


THE SIGN GIFTS
1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-25

Paul now gives instruction about the use of the gifts of 
prophecy and tongues—a.k.a. two of the sign gifts.
 Regarding tongues, the Greek word purported to be 

used to describe tongues as either heavenly or ecstatic 
is glossolalia.

 This is a recently-assembled word from the 1830’s in 
Germany, built from two Greek roots which are present 
here in 1 Cor. 14—glossa which means “language” or 
“tongue” and laleo which means “to speak.”
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FIRST, THE PROPER MOTIVATION v. 1
 The greater gifts, spiritual gifts, or special abilities that 

Paul wanted the Corinthians to seek were those that 
edified the whole church. 

 The gift of prophecy should be desired above the gift of 
tongues because the ability to speak in tongues is of little 
help to most people—beyond those speaking it.

 As wonderful as this gift of tongues is, Paul wanted the 
Corinthian believers to stop overemphasizing it. 

 The goal was the unity and edification of all believers.
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FOUR APPROACHES TO SPIRITUAL GIFTS
1.  Studious or ignorant neglect: The subject of spiritual 

gifts is avoided or simply unknown.
2.  Rejection by historical limitation: The teaching that 

spiritual gifts only functioned during the apostolic age 
and ended with the writing of the New Testament.

3.  Emphatic approval: Insisting the presence of a single gift 
(i.e. tongues) is a mark of genuine belief.

4.  Cautious acceptance: Acknowledging the Holy Spirit’s 
freedom and power to act within the church at all times 
and that the Bible is our source of truth and application.
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SOME BASICS ABOUT TONGUES v. 5-17
 Paul is in essence downplaying the gift of tongues and 

raising the gift of prophecy.
 For information to be helpful, it must be communicated 

in a language understood by the hearers.
 When people who speak different languages attempt to 

communicate, one cannot grasp the meaning of what 
the other is trying to say without an interpreter. 

 The bottom line on the corporate use of any spiritual 
gift is that it should help the other people present.
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WHY ARE YOU SPEAKING IN TONGUES?
 Instead of trying to impress people with tongues, Paul 

said that he would rather speak five intelligible words to 
instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue 
because only words that are understood can instruct. 

 It is all right to be as innocent as babies when it comes to 
evil, but there is no place for constant immaturity in the 
Christian life. Tongues are often babies babbling.

 Main Point: Unbelievers need the gospel message 
spoken clearly and intelligibly, not unintelligible tongues.
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TONGUES ARE OKAY,
PROPHECY IS BETTER v. 22-25

 Tongues can be used to reach unbelievers, but clear 
communication of God’s message is way better. v. 5

 Unusual spiritual events have a fascination all their own, 
but mere curiosity must be secondary to God’s purposes. 

 One view of prophecy is that it speaks forth the word of 
truth—the forth-telling of what God has said!

 All gifts, including both tongues and prophecy, are to be 
built on love and for the edification of the entire church.
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