


THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION
1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11

The Resurrection is the greatest event in history.
 The resurrection of Jesus is the central fact of our salvation—

if there were no resurrection, the price would not have been 
paid in full and our sins would remain. Romans 5:12-17

 By the power of the resurrection, Jesus dealt a death blow to 
death itself; He defeated sin’s power over all mankind and 
salvation was made available to all who believe.

Jesus defeated the grave!
. . . just as Psalm 16:10 said would be the case of the Messiah—
1,000 years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD THEOLOGY 
Soteriology, the doctrine of salvation: to be saved you must 
have the right Jesus, and there is only one. John 14:6
 What are we to pass on? The real truth of the real Gospel. 

Here in v. 3-4, we find the three points that are of first 
importance:
1.  Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures. 
2.  Christ was buried in the grave.
3.  Christ was raised from the dead on the third day.
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THE RISEN CHRIST WAS SEEN ALIVE!
He was seen by Peter and then by the twelve apostles. v. 5
 There is overwhelming evidence the resurrection of Jesus 

is a historical fact—no event in antiquity has more reliable 
proofs. The eyewitness testimony is clear.

 If hundreds of biblical prophecies, all written before Jesus 
was born (most of which are contained in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls), were fulfilled by one man—Jesus of Nazareth, the 
promised Messiah—would the science of probability point 
to this as proof that there is a God?
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MESSIANIC PROPHECY AND
THE SCIENCE OF PROBABILITY

 Statistically and mathematically, the more statements 
you make about the future and the greater the detail, the 
better the chances are that you will be wrong.

 Each time you add another fact and link it to the previous 
one, the probability becomes greater for failure of the 
sum of those events.

 The Old Testament contains some 486 specific pieces of 
information about the Messiah, including elements of His 
life, death, burial, and resurrection.
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PROPHETIC EXAMPLES
 Predict the exact city in which the birth of a future U.S. 

President would take place in the year 2700 A.D.? But 
that’s what Micah did in 700 B.C.E.—about Messiah.

 To indicate the precise kind of death that a new, unknown 
religious leader would experience a thousand years from 
today? David does, in Psalm 22 about Jesus.

 How difficult would it be to predict the specific date of the 
appearance of some great future leader hundreds of years 
in advance? But that’s what the prophet Daniel did in 
Daniel 9:24-27, 530 years before Christ.

6



ARRANGING STUFF IN ADVANCE
1.  How does someone “arrange” in advance to have his 

parents give birth to him in a specified city, not their 
own? Into a specific family?

2.  How does one “arrange” to be virgin born? 
3.  How does one “arrange” to be considered a prophet 

“like Moses”? 
4.  How does one “arrange” to have his executioners 

gamble for his clothes during the execution? 
. . . and more than 50 other things

arranged for others to do!
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HERE IS WHY—THE MATH
The science of mathematical and statistical probability 
determines the chance that a given event will occur. 
 Professor Emeritus of Science/Mathematics at Westmont 

College, the late Dr. Peter Stoner, calculated the probability 
of one man fulfilling eight of the major prophecies made 
concerning the Messiah. 

 The chance of one man being born in Bethlehem was one 
in 2.8 x 105—or rounded off, one in 300,000. 

 They conservatively estimated that the chance of one man 
fulfilling all eight prophecies was one in 1017. 
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HOW BIG A CHANCE IS THAT?
 10 with 17 zeros. The state of Texas covered two feet 

deep with silver dollars; paint one red; find it on the 
first random try.

 In another calculation, Stoner used 48 prophecies (even 
though he could have used 486) and arrived at the 
extremely conservative estimate that the probability of 
48 prophecies being fulfilled in one person is one in 
10157—trillions of balls of electrons 6 billion light years 
wide—now go find one on the first try.
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JESUS IS THE REAL DEAL
A leading authority on probability theory, Emile Borél, 
states in his book, Probabilities and Life, if we go past one 
chance in 1050—10 with 50 zeros—the probabilities are so 
small it is impossible to think they will ever occur.
 This means it is impossible for 48 prophecies to be 

fulfilled by chance—the power of the Resurrection!
 So don’t be discouraged by doubters who deny the 

Resurrection. Eyewitness testimony is the most powerful 
testimony, and most of those who saw Jesus after His 
resurrection died for that testimony.
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