
THANKSGIVING: HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD?
PSALM 8:1-5 and LUKE 17:11-19

Sure, we thank God for the blessings and benefits, but how about 

 The Thorns and Thistles

 The Trials and Tribulations

 The People and Problems

 The Good times and the Bad

 The Abundance and in Want

 The Ordinary and Extraordinary

Thanksgiving comes from understanding how big our God is. 
Bigger than the heavens, and yet personal enough to care 

about you and me—every little, tiny detail.



“WHEN I CONSIDER YOUR HEAVENS”
PSALM 8:3

Do you ever feel insignificant when you look at the night sky?

Have you ever wondered what you are really seeing when 
you consider the heavens?

Ever asked yourself: “What value could I have to God?”
Let’s take a quick tour of our amazing universe. 

The following images are from the Hubble Space Telescope 
and represent the very finest in astronomical photography.



Spiral galaxy NGC 2841, which lies 46 million light-years away in the 
constellation of Ursa Major/The Big Dipper. Every bright object in this photo is 

another Galaxy, each with 100s of billions of stars.



Gas released by a dying star races across space at more than 600,000 
miles an hour, forming the delicate shape of a celestial butterfly, the Bug 
Nebula, a big bug more than 26 trillion miles wide.



This billowing tower of gas and dust in the “Pillars of Creation” forms the 
Eagle Nebula. This small piece is 57 trillion miles long—
almost ten light-years.



Three of the galaxies here in Stephan’s Quintet (5 Galaxies) are distorted 
from their gravitational interactions with one another even though they are 
hundreds of thousands of trillions of miles apart. 



These photos show both sides of Mars. The right image shows the giant 
volcano Olympus Mons, which is 342 miles across and 14 miles high, or more 
than twice the height of Mt. Everest!



This ball of hydrogen gas known as the Crab Nebula is 18 trillion miles 
high. Our whole solar system would fit along its length more than 20 times.



The Sombrero Galaxy is 50,000 light-years across, 350,000 trillion miles, and 
28 million light-years from Earth; and is home to 360 billion stars, most of 
which are larger than our sun.



This giant spiral Galaxy M101 is 170,000 light-years across, almost twice 
the diameter of our own Milky Way Galaxy and is estimated to contain at least 
one trillion stars.



PSALM 8:4 “What is man that you are mindful of Him?”
Everything, more than all the stars, enough to sacrifice His only son, 

enough that in the whole universe there is only one of you!



GOD CARES ABOUT YOU!

Every detail of every life! We have been crowned with Glory. 
PSALM 8:5

THE CREATOR GOD IS THE ONE WHO GIVES US 
THE GIFT OF EVERYTHING THERE IS!

And that is what our Thanksgiving holiday is all about. 

God is the God of the weak and broken, not just the mighty 
and majestic!

This God who created the universe and does everything for 
us is the same Lord Jesus who healed the ten men who had 
the dreaded skin disease called “leprosy.”



GOD – SO VAST, YET SO PERSONAL

We have the incredible realization that the Lord created the 

huge spectacle of the physical universe so vast that we cannot 

understand it. 

Yet, each one of us can live and breathe and pursue our 

interests and our loves. 

We have the equally incredible realization that the same 

tremendous power that created a universe so large that we 

cannot fully grasp HIM, is also available to each one of us to 

heal our broken parts, and the broken parts of our 

relationships with each other.



THREE STEPS TO THANKSGIVING

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18

1. REJOICE ALWAYS. Start your day, go through your day, and 
end your day with rejoicing! 

2. PRAY CONTINUALLY. All day, every day and in every way 
put the “God phone” on hands-free!

3. GIVE THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES. 100% of them. 
Then when we say, “Thanks for everything,” to God, it is not 
just a nice turn of phrase—it will be the absolute truth!


