


WHO WAS THIS MAN?
MATTHEW 21:1-10

So many questions come to mind as we read the gospel 

accounts of the final week of Jesus’ life.
Why did Jesus even bother to return to Jerusalem on the 
day we call Palm Sunday? 

 Jesus didn’t have to return and yet He did!

 The prophets of old had spoken of this KING ON A 
DONKEY. ZECH. 9:9; PSALM 118:26; ISA. 50:7



JESUS WOULD NOT BE STOPPED

Isaiah had said Jesus had His eyes on the prize of the cross.

 He was and is none other than the Child that was born 
and the Son who was given. ISA. 9:6

 The sinless Lamb of God come to finish what He had set 
out to do, according to His Father’s will. JOHN 6:38

 The King coming to buy His kingdom out of slavery!

 With His gaze toward Jerusalem, His mission sharpened 
to a razor’s edge, unflinchingly, with total laser-focused 
determination!



1. THE MISSION OF THE MESSIAH WAS 
COMING TO A CLOSE v. 1

 Why? He was about to reach the final goal set before Him 
by His heavenly Father. JOHN 6:38-40

 As the multitudes followed along with Him to celebrate 
the Passover, little did they know they were accompanying 
the PASSOVER LAMB HIMSELF.

 Before He and the Twelve entered Jerusalem, they 
stopped at the little hamlet of Bethphage—an 

insignificant town for a humble King.



2. THE INCREDIBLE PRECISION 
OF PROPHECY v. 2-6

Jesus was fulfilling ZECH. 9:9: A king on a donkey?

 The prophecy quoted in MATT. 21:5 is from the prophet 
Zechariah, who 500 years earlier had predicted that the 
people of Jerusalem would hail the Messiah as their King.
We have a copy of this prophecy from the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, dated 198 BCE.

 Because He was a King like no other king, His 

coronation was like no other coronation.



3. THE PRAISE OF HIS SUBJECTS v. 6-9 

MATT. 21:6-9 records an ancient custom (see 2 KINGS 9:13) 
for citizens to “throw their garments in the road” for their 
monarch to ride over, symbolizing their respect for him and 
their submission to his authority. 

 And from JOHN 12:13, we learn that the “branches” were 
from palm trees—symbolic of salvation and joy—and 
picturing the magnificent tribute.

 They began to shout, “Hosanna”—Lord save us now—
but that was not really what they wanted, so . . . Jesus is 
coming again—as the King of kings. REV. 19:16



4. THE CROWD WAS REALLY PERPLEXED v. 10

Okay, so tell us . . . “WHO IS THIS?”
 That is the question that every person must answer one 

day; your eternity rests on answering with “Jesus.”
 They heard Jesus’ message, they attested to His miracles, 

and they even acknowledged His divinity, but they 
rejected His saviorhood and His lordship.

DO YOU KNOW THE ONE WITH 

HIS FACE SET LIKE FLINT?


