


REAL HATE
1 JOHN 2:12-17

Part of real love is also hating what God hates, so there is a 
place for real hate as well; we cannot love the world!
 But the world pulls at us for affection.
 The Greek word for “world” here is KOSMOS which is 

defined as: The sum-total of human life in the ordered 
world, considered apart from, alienated from, and hostile 
to God, and the earthly things which try to seduce us 
from following God (John 7:7, 15:18, 17:9-14; 1 Cor. 1:20-
21; 2 Cor. 7:10; James 4:4). Yep, we are to hate that!
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1. REAL HATE FOR WHAT THE WORLD 
TRULY IS TODAY

 The New Testament “world” (KOSMOS) has at least three 
different meanings, and not all of them are bad. 

 The warning, “Love not the world!” is not about the 
world of natural beauty or the world of humankind’s 
lives; you can still love people, sports, hiking, and fishing!

 This world named here as our enemy is an invisible 
spiritual system opposed to God and Christ—governed by 
the devil, run by his associates and minions.
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2. REAL HATE FOR WHAT THE WORLD 
DOES TO US V. 15-16

The world tries to make us worldly.
 Worldliness is a matter of activity and of attitude. 
 Worldliness not only affects your response to the love 

of God, it also affects your response to the will of God. 
 But when a believer loses his enjoyment of the 

Father’s love, he finds it hard to obey the Father’s will.
 John points out that the world system uses three 

devices to trap Christians . . .
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THE THREE P’s
1. The lust or desire of the flesh—PASSION
2. The lust of the eyes—POSSESSION 
3. The pride of life—POSITION (v. 16)
These same devices trapped Eve back in the Garden. Gen 3:6
 It is important to note that no Christian becomes worldly 

all of a sudden. 
 Worldliness creeps up on a believer; it is a gradual process.
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3. REAL HATE BECAUSE OF WHAT 
A CHRISTIAN IS V. 12-14

“Little children” (v. 12) refers to all believers. Literally, this 
word means “born ones,” members of God’s family.
 The “fathers,” of course, are mature believers who have 

an intimate personal knowledge of God.
 The “young men” are the conquerors, strong virile young 

warriors; they have overcome the wicked one, Satan, who 
is the prince of this world system. 

 Even the immature Christian is still a Christian; we should 
act like the children of our Father!
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4. REAL HATE BECAUSE OF WHERE 
THE WORLD IS GOING V. 17

Newsflash: “The world is passing away!”
 This world is nothing but a “Tent City”; we are 

“strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” Heb. 11:13-14
 Long after this world system—with its vaunted culture, 

its proud philosophies, its egocentric intellectualism, 
and its godless materialism—has been forgotten, and 
long after this planet has been replaced by the new 
heavens and the new earth, God’s faithful servants will 
remain, sharing the glory of God for all eternity.
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“He is no fool,” wrote missionary martyr Jim Elliot, “who 
gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
 Real hate is to long for heaven in such a way as to hate all 

this world stands for and is.
 As Christians, we cannot help being in the world, but when 

the world gets into us, trouble starts!
 Which should cause us to love God and the people that 

Jesus died for . . . resulting in us abiding in Him.
Love for the world is a love God hates, 

and that is the Real Hate we, too, should have!
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