
A NEW YEAR AND A NEW LOVE
What will define us in 2018? 

2 Cor. 2:14-17 
 What fragrance will we leave on the journey?

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
abides in him, and he in God. And we have known and 
believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and 
he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

1 John 4:15-16

 We should be defined by the fragrance of love!
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WHAT ARE YOU WEARING?

 Love is the fragrance of Christ.

 Death, Destruction, Disaster, and Sin is the 
fragrance of the enemy.

– When we have been around Christ, we begin to 
smell like Him . . . loving, holy, and righteous.

– One might well ask what fragrance you are 
wearing. My sin or my Savior?
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THE REAL DEAL

Can you spot a knockoff?

 The word for “peddling” comes from kapelos
meaning “a huckster.” 

 It implies to adulterate, and is used figuratively 
to corrupt. 

 It’s what’s inside that counts; real love comes 
from a pure heart and the pure word of God.
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IT’S NOT ABOUT THE CONTAINER
2 Cor. 4:7-18

HOW BEAUTIFUL IS THE FLASK? Not at all!

 God’s treasure is contained in weak, fragile, and 
valueless containers.

 Christ’s love comes from the brokenness of self.
 God’s way of producing His fragrance is to take the 

pot, break it, and pour out the fragrance. 

 He releases the sweet fragrance of His grace and 
love only by cracking the pot.

4



BUT WHAT ABOUT THE POT?

Honestly, the outlook is a tad bleak for the pot!

 God’s power is perfected in our weaknesses. 
 When we die, He lives. 

 When we lose, He wins.

 When we are weak, He is strong.

 When we are dependent, He is powerful. 

 When we are tempted, He is triumphant.
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HOW IS YOUR LOVE QUOTIENT?

Real love really gets tested!

 Some folks work really hard at making themselves 
unlovable, even unlikeable.

 Yet we are commanded to love. John 13:31-35;
1 John 5:2-3

 We are one and function at our very best as one.
Eph. 4:1-6; 1 Cor. 12:12-14
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THREE REASONS FOR LOVE (AGAPE)

1. LOVE COVERS OUR FAULTS AND FAILURES!

 1 Peter 4:7-8

2. LOVE IS THE ONE THING THAT IS ALWAYS RIGHT!

 1 Cor. 13:4-8

3. WE ARE TO PRESS ON BOTH “IN” AND “FOR” LOVE 
BECAUSE JESUS IS GOD AND GOD IS LOVE.

 Phil. 3:13-14; 1 John 4:16

And we are to be just like Jesus!
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The Lord’s Table Declares:

The Cross has made a new love our new reality. Let’s 
live out that love in 2018. 


