


CHRISTIANS AND COURT
1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-7

When legal issues come up between believers, how 
should we react?

 Should Christians ever go to court for any reason?

 What about actual civil lawsuits among believers? 
Can a Christian use the court system?

 It is interesting that the Greek phrase Paul uses to 
describe the disputes taken to Gentile law courts is 
pragma echon—having a lawsuit.

2



WHAT WAS PAUL TRYING TO SAY HERE?

CONTEXT: Paul’s conviction that disputes between 
Christians should be settled within the fellowship of 
believers reflects both a long tradition in Judaism and 
also a unique aspect of Roman law.

 On the basis of Exodus 21:1, the rabbis held that it 
was unlawful for a Jew even to appear before a 
Gentile court. 

Be careful about using this verse as a proof text 
that no Christian should ever go to court!
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THANKS, CAPTAIN OBVIOUS

FIRST, LET ME CATEGORICALLY SAY this passage is not a 
slam by God on our legal system, attorneys, or judges.

 Nor on laws in general; nor is it saying that Christians 
can never go to court. 

 Romans 13 clearly says our government is actually 
ordained by God—including our court system.

 But, it is saying believers should not sue other 
believers as a first step to resolution . . . ever!
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WHY WOULD GOD CARE 
ABOUT THIS ISSUE?

1. If the judge and jury were not Christians, they 
would not likely be sensitive to Christian values.

2. Often people go to court to exact retribution or 
revenge; Christians should not act this way . . . ever.

3. Lawsuits make God and His church look bad, 
causing unbelievers to focus on church problems or 
the issues between brothers and sisters.

4. God wants restoration and reconciliation.
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WE ARE BETTER THAN THIS! v. 2-3

 By going to pagan authorities to settle disputes, the 
Christians were acting beneath their dignity. 

 We have the Holy Spirit and the mind of Christ to help 
us settle disputes.

 We will one day judge both the world and the angels.

 Paul’s point was that, in light of who we are as 
believers destined for heaven, we should surely be 
able to resolve ordinary disagreements here on earth.
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CARNAL OR SPIRITUAL, 
WHAT DO YOU WANT? v. 4-6

Paul asked these questions to shame them into 
thinking correctly. 

1. Can’t you find anyone in all the church wise 
enough to help you decide your disagreements?

2. What kind of witness was this for the church?

3. Is your cow worth more than your brother?
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HUMILITY IS THE ANSWER

We all have issues and not one of us is truly innocent.

 It’s true, believers should never be wronged and 
defrauded by other believers in the first place. 

 If we are wronged by other believers, mature believers 
should be willing to “turn the other cheek.” Matt. 5:39

 Seek restoration God’s way. Matt. 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1

 We all need mercy; be merciful. Matt. 5:7

Christians in court should always be the last resort.
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