


WHO’S IN AND WHO’S OUT (PART 1)
1 CORINTHIANS 6:8-11

This passage brings up some very tough questions 
and should lead us to some serious self-evaluation. 
“Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the 
faith.” 2 Cor. 13:5-6

 Does Scripture give any indication of what marks 
a believer versus an unbeliever?

 Do we have “assurance of our salvation” or not?
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SOME THORNY QUESTIONS ARISE

 Can you continue to get drunk every day and expect 
to see the heavenly kingdom of God?

 Is there such a thing as a Christian homosexual?

 Can you jump from bed to bed indiscriminately and 
still be saved?

 Does sin matter in light of God’s amazing grace?
Major caveat alert: Ultimately, ONLY GOD truly knows 
who is saved; ONLY He can judge any heart.
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Five basic ways to interpret this passage, as well as 
Romans 1:18-32 and Galatians 5:16-21.

1. Hyper-legalism—leading to conditional election, 
or salvation by works and kept by works.

2. These passages are simply referring to unsaved 
people.

3. Tawdry, cheap grace—antinomianism/universalist.

4. The non-literal humanist/existentialist view—man 
is the judge, not God.

5. The literal—full biblical authority view.
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SINLESS OR SINNING LESS—WHICH IS IT?

Please take very close note there is no distinction 
between a swindler and an adulterer, or of one having 
greater eternal implications than the other.

 Also, from the Greek construction here, this is not an 
exhaustive list of all who will not inherit the kingdom—
it is merely a representative list. No one is sinless.

 Paul was referring to people who persist in their evil 
practices with no sign of remorse. Unaware—
Unrepentant—Unashamed—Unabashed—
Unchanged.
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ONE EXAMPLE: HOMOSEXUALITY

Paul wrote that “homosexual offenders,” “male 
prostitutes” or “sodomites” will not “inherit the kingdom 
of God”—as in avowed, unashamed, non-struggling.

 Is God’s word antiquated and out of touch? First, let’s 
look at the oft-repeated mantra: Homosexuals “are 
born that way.” Is it genetic?

 The late Dr. A. Dean Byrd, in the National Association 
for Research and Therapy of Homosexuality, April 
2007: “Homosexuality is not hardwired.”
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 Columbia University Professor of Psychiatry Dr. 
Robert Spitzer, who was instrumental in removing 
homosexuality in 1973 from the DRSM.

 ‘Gay gene’ researcher Dr. Dean Hamer was asked by 
Scientific American if homosexuality was rooted 
solely in biology. “Is there a ‘gay gene’?” National 
Association for Research and Therapy of 
Homosexuality, September 2004. 

 Science overwhelmingly does not support the “born 
that way” genetic Gay Gene Theory.
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GOD IS NOT UNJUST NOR UNFAIR! 

Just as the Bible tells us in James 1:13-14

 We must not hate homosexuals, but we also cannot 
condone their lifestyle. The evidence overwhelmingly 
says homosexuality is physically and spiritually deadly.

 The American Journal of Public Health

 American Psychiatric Association

 Journal of the American Medical Association

 The Bible specifically condemns homosexual behavior.
Lev. 18:22-29; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Tim. 1:9-11
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GRACE IS THE ONLY ANSWER 
FOR ANY OF US

 In this list, God had Paul be somewhat complete and 
extensive in listing what kinds of lives and lifestyles 
from which the Corinthian believers had been 
delivered by saving grace. 

 This is so that nobody would be tempted to say—as 
many do—well, I am only a covetous person, a 
cheerful drunk, a petty extorter, only a habitual liar, 
a sneak, a thief—but at least I am not a homosexual.
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THE WAY WE WERE

In Corinth, Paul met people with the lowest morals 
imaginable; yet, the power of Christ had changed them.

 The Corinthian believers are justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The “name” refers to the 
character and nature of the One who justifies—He 
was perfect and sinless for us. 

YOU CAN’T BE BOTH IN AND OUT
Want to be sure? Get out of sin and be living in the 

kingdom of His marvelous redeeming grace!
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