


GOD’S DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE – PART 1
1 CORINTHIANS 7:1-2

Questions abound . . . what are we to do?

 Stay single? Which is actually just fine with God.

 Get married?

 Try to pretend God is okay with sexual sin?

 Cohabitate without marriage because 50% of 
marriages end in divorce?

 Or, should we redefine marriage?
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GOD DEFINES MARRIAGE Genesis 1-2

Where does all this discussion end if we redefine 
marriage as God defined it and declared in Gen. 1-2?

 Furthermore, why would one way be wrong and 
another right?

 In this section, we find the divine name Lord God

(Jehovah Elohim) Master/Triune God.

 Here we find the primary purpose of marriage is not 
sex and procreation, but companionship and deep 
abiding friendship.
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LEGALISM, LICENSE, AND LIBERTY

 The difference between legalism and true freedom in 
Christianity is right at that point: “All things are lawful 
for us . . . BUT I won’t be brought under . . .”

 The LEGALIST looks at life and says, “Everything is 
wrong unless you can prove from a verse of Scripture 
that it is right.” 

 The LICENSED Libertine says, “It’s all good; just do it!”
 The pathway of true LIBERTY is always intentionally 

narrow—balanced between those two extremes.
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SOME REALLY HARD QUESTIONS

Paul is discussing a boatload of problems in the church, 
a list of questions that the Corinthians had sent him.

 Including those on marriage, singleness, eating meat 
offered to idols, propriety in worship, orderliness in 
the Lord’s Supper, spiritual gifts, and the resurrection. 

 The first question was whether sex was evil, whether 
people should stay married, or if those previously 
married should remain celibate the rest of their days.
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IS SEX ACTUALLY SINFUL OR GODLY?

Christians in Corinth were surrounded by sexual 
temptation and sin—as are we today!

 Some believers were teaching total sexual abstinence 
even within marriage because of a mistaken notion 
that sexual relations themselves were sinful.

 Some were saying, “Well, rather than struggle all the 
time, why not just forget the whole thing and get 
away from the opposite sex and live as a celibate 
monk. Or, maybe I should become a eunuch.”
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IS ALL CELIBACY HOLY?

Paul is addressing a question here that arose from the 
difficulty that some were having handling their sexual 
drives and desires. And, it is no easier today. 

 Actually, that would include every teenage male I 
have ever talked to—and most likely, the ladies, too.

 In response, we see the monasticism in the Middle 
Ages and the vow of celibacy by Catholic priests.

 Result: They were not all called to be celibate so they 
became more perverse and profane instead of holy.

7



GOD INVENTED SEX AND IT IS 
BEAUTIFUL IN ITS PROPER PLACE

 The Bible says here sex within marriage does relieve 
sexual pressure due to both biology and sociology. 

 This entire passage answers the claims of some, 
notably the Roman Catholic Church, that sex was 
given to us only for the purpose of procreation.

 Within marriage, sex is designed to be an exquisite 
pleasure which a married couple experiences as 
frequently as they mutually desire. Heb. 13:4
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