


“NOT” GOD’S DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE:  
DIVORCE 1 CORINTHIANS 7:10-16

First, some statistics on the state of marriage in the 
United States, taken primarily from the following:
 The Journal of Youth Culture, California Pacific 

University Foundation, 2006
 Divorce and Remarriage: US Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC), 2008
 Marriage and Family, Josh McDowell Research, 2009
 American Academy of Pediatrics, 2005
 National Survey of Family Growth, 2007

2



CONCLUSIONS: NEGATIVE CHANGES

1. The continuing increase and acceptance of divorce 
as perfectly normal

2. Total lack of understanding that divorce hurts 
children deeply and often for their entire lifetime 

3. The subsequent rise in cohabitation and out-of-
wedlock births 

4. The crisis of fatherlessness in homes

5. A decreasing amount of time parents spend with 
their own biological children
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GOD HATES DIVORCE v. 10-11

 Unlike the world’s view of divorce, which is divorce is 
OK for just about any conceivable reason, God still 
has one view. Malachi 2:16

 While divorce was permitted as a concession in the 
face of very specific sin, God’s heart is always 
restoration and remaining married—even when the 
unthinkable has happened.

 The Bible only uses the word divorce 16 times—100% 
in a painfully negative context—in Matt. 19:7-9 
Jesus addresses this.
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WHAT ABOUT UNBELIEVING 
SPOUSES? v. 12-13

 In the face of no direct command from God, Paul did 
what all believers must do: he says what should be 
done from what Scripture does say.

 The “command” about the permanence of marriage 
(7:10) comes from the Old Testament (Genesis 2:24)
and from Jesus (Matt. 19:7-9).

 Both Jesus and Paul taught that the divorce laws should 
not be used to dispose of one partner in order to get 
another one. Mark 10:2-9
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THE NAGGING QUESTION FOR CHRISTIANS REMAINS: 
May a divorced person, who truly repents of a sinful past 
and commits his or her life to God, remarry?

 We long for a simple, direct reply to that question, but 
there is none.

 The answer depends on the conditions whereby the 
person divorced their previous spouse, and whether 
either or both were believers when the divorce occurred.

 This we do know: the church should never condone an 
unrepentant person’s sinful choice to leave their spouse 
for an unbiblical reason.
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KEEPING HOLINESS IN VIEW

“Sanctified” does not carry the meaning of “salvation”—
that is, the unbelieving husband is not “saved” through 
his wife’s salvation or vice versa.
 It means set apart from the total influence of the 

world, a cleaned up home with Jesus present there.

 Paul calls the children of such a marriage holy because 
of God’s blessings on the family through even one 
believer living in the home. 

 Staying married, if at all possible for the sake of 
holiness, is God’s desire.
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STEPS TO AVOIDING INFIDELITY

1. Don’t spend time alone with people of the opposite sex. 

2. Refuse to act on or even reveal, feelings of attraction to 

someone other than your spouse. 

3. Avoid carnal outside influences and environments. 

4. Make your spouse your top priority. 

5. Change your attitude and actions in your marriage. 

6. If you have messed up, repent, ask forgiveness, ask for 

help, change anything that is endangering your marriage.

7. Pray for God to do the miracle you need.
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