


CHRISTIANS AND CONSCIENCE – PART 1
1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13

The Bible and BBQ’d Baal Burgers

Using our liberty for the glory of God!
 Isn’t the stock market simply gambling?
 Should a Christian shop on Sunday?
 Is it okay to go to Disneyland where they promote 

homosexuality?
 Should we eat in restaurants where alcohol is served??

Isn’t the world pagan and shouldn’t we all just 
move to Montana and live in communes?
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WHAT IS A BELIEVER TO DO?

Barbequed Baal Burgers were on every corner!

 For believers in Corinth or L.A., staying clear of any 
and all contact with idolatry was nearly impossible for 
two main reasons: 

1. Mere association in all social settings with 
unbelievers was and is impossible to avoid.

2. To take the church out of the world is to remove 
the unbelievers’ best hope to see and know Jesus.

No worship of the false gods—no worries!
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LOVE OUTRANKS KNOWLEDGE

 Paul maintained that eating meat sacrificed to 
idols in the temple as part of a religious service 
was wrong—upholding the Jerusalem council. 

 But he would go on to explain why he would eat 
that same meat in private homes away from the 
temple with unbelieving Gentiles.

 Their legalism about meat from the temple was a 
thin veneer over their failure to love unbelievers.
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DON’T BE A SPIRITUAL WINDBAG v. 2-4

 Knowledge without love leads to a pride that will 
eventually fall under its own weight of legalism. 

 Love without knowledge can lead to sentimentalism 
wherein people love everyone and everything 
without regard for truth.

 Paul’s counsel about food offered to idols may seem 
foreign today; although the specific issues have 
changed, the underlying struggle remains. 

We live in this world but we are not of this world!
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REMEMBER WHO YOUR GOD IS! v. 5-7

 Satan is behind all attempts to thwart God; the 
“power” behind idolatry are the demons, the “gods”
and “lords” of the spirit world. Ephesians 6:12

 There is one God in three persons, one Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom all things came and through 
whom we live. Colossians 1

 True Christian theology says that there is one God, who 
created everything, and that idols are nothing. But not 
everyone realizes it, even some weak Christians.
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FREEDOM SHOULD NEVER DESTROY

 Food is neutral—neither good nor evil, even if it has 
been sacrificed in a pagan temple to an idol. 

 The strong but insensitive Christians may flaunt their 
freedom, be a bad example, and stumble others. 

 The over-scrupulous but weak Christian may try to 
fence others in with petty rules and regulations.

 The three controls over our freedom in Christ are: 
the Word of God, the Holy Spirit, and agape love.

These three will never destroy others to please self!
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SOME BIBLICAL BOUNDARIES

Christian freedom does not mean that “anything goes.”
 Salvation is not determined by good deeds or legalistic 

rules, but by the free gift of God. Ephesians 2:8-9 

 We must be doers of the Word when it comes to life 
and living—what the Bible says is an order from God.

 If Christ willingly gave up His very life, we ought to be 
willing to give up our freedoms for another’s benefit.

 Do not violate your conscience or cause someone else 
to violate theirs—leave people in the hands of Jesus!
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