


RACING IN RELEVANCE
1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-27

The race we are in requires commitment, dedication, and 
sacrifice from all of us!
 Each of us has a unique leg to run in the race—from the 

apostle Paul in AD 60 to me and you today.
 How can we be relevant in our culture, day, and time?
 How can we adapt the truth of the timeless message of 

the Gospel?
 How do we function in ministry so that people here in 

the South Bay can come to know Jesus without us 
compromising the truth of God’s word?
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CULTURAL ADAPTION AND RELEVANCE
 Paul was a bit of a ministry chameleon at times—he 

had flexibility to accommodate and adjust to his 
setting. 

 He was situationally flexible and relevant. 
 Status quo or stasis can be death to ministry.
 Paul never compromised the doctrines of Scripture, 

never changed God’s word in order to make it more 
palatable to people in any given place. 

 He never violated the Holy Spirit or his conscience.
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THREE SENSITIVE GROUPS
1.  By saying, “to the JEWS I became like a Jew,” Paul was 

saying that, when necessary, he conformed his life to 
the practices of those under the law, even though he 
himself was no longer under the law.

2.  But he did not put Jewish constraints on his GENTILE 
audiences who knew nothing about Judaism. 

3.  The WEAK were baby Christians that needed to grow 
into a deeper knowledge of Christ and a deeper 
understanding of their freedom in Christ.
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RUNNING THE RACE TO WIN
 We need to be willing to give the race our complete 

effort and full attention.
 We need to be willing to give up everything else in 

order to win.
 We need to be in the race for the long run—

possessing diligence, vigor, and stamina.
 We need to exercise self-discipline and self-control.

Let’s race in relevance so we can win the lost to 
Jesus and get to our reward in heaven!

5


