


LAYING UP TREASURE
1 CORINTHIANS 16:1-4

This chapter brings us rather abruptly from the future life 
back to the present life.
 Whenever God gives us a glimpse of the end times—

the rise of the Antichrist, the Rapture, Tribulation, 
Armageddon, the second coming, Gog and Magog, or 
heaven—it is always for the purpose of helping us live 
more faithfully while we are still here on earth. 

To this end, we should be storing up treasure in heaven. 
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THE PURPOSE OF GIVING 
 The association between Christians’ personal giving and 

others in the body is so close that Paul uses the term
koinonia, usually translated “fellowship,” three times to 
represent these offerings. Rom. 15:26; 2 Cor. 8:4, 9:13 

 The church’s first financial responsibility is to invest in 
its own life and its own people—its own Jerusalem.                   
2 Cor. 8:1-5, 9:12-15; Phil. 4:14-16 

 Obviously that is not the only economic obligation we 
have. From there, we give also to further the kingdom 
around the world. We give with a kingdom focus.
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THE PRINCIPLES OF GIVING
1. There is a time to give

 Verse 2 convinces us that the church met on the first day 
of the week, Sunday, and that its worship included the 
giving of money as an act of worship, not obligation. 

2. There are people who should give
 “Each one of you” is all-inclusive. No Christian is 

exempted or excused. Every believer should tithe.
 We are simply stewards of what the Lord has given us, 

no matter how little or how great it may be in economic 
terms. All we have is actually still God’s.
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3. There is a place to give
 Just as giving is primarily for the church, it is also given 

primarily to and through the church.
 The basic pattern was to bring offerings to the church 

to be disbursed as the leadership saw fit. In our case, 
the Board of Elders/Trustees.

 Scripture does not say that all of our giving to the 
Lord’s work has to be given first to the church leaders. 

 However, the primary place of giving is the local 
church to support God’s people, God’s leaders, and 
God’s ministry. 
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4. There is a proportion to give
 Paul’s exhortation here is discretionary for a Christian 

to give as he may prosper. 
 However, the biblical tithe predates even the Jewish 

people, Israel. Gen. 14:18-20
 In the Mosaic Law, the tithe (10 percent) is prescribed 

for the first time by God. “Thus all the tithe of the land,
. . . is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord.” Lev. 27:30 

 The admonition of Malachi 3:8-12 is the last and final 
word found in our Bibles with regard to the proportion, 
and it gives us a promise as we test God’s goodness.
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5. There is a test to take
 God has never changed or countermanded His view 

of giving since 400 BC. He wants us to worship Him 
by testing Him, testing His goodness.

 Giving cannot come from pressure or obligation. It 
must come from volition—freely and gratefully. 
Trusting God by faith to bless the gift and the giver.

 The basic principle for voluntary giving in the Old 
Testament is reflected in Proverbs 3:9-10.
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“Honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all 
your produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty . . .” 
Prov. 3:9-10 
 If you want to grow your money, share it generously.

If you want to lose your money, hoard it for yourself.
 The Lord has always loved a cheerful, generous, and 

sacrificial giver. 2 Cor. 9
6. We have God’s protection in giving Mal. 3:11 
7. We share God’s perspective on giving

One of the surest signs of a true believer, a saved
and redeemed person, is willingness to give . . .

to lay up treasure in heaven.
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