
The True Story of Christmas 
PHIL. 2:5-11 

In our culture, perception often 

becomes reality for many. 
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CHRISTMAS has really become a hopeless 
muddle of worldly confusion. 

For way too many, Christmas is about SANTA CLAUS. 

 Today, we see THE REAL CHRISTMAS STORY as 
revealed to the Apostle Paul in PHIL. 2:5-11. 

FIVE REALITIES OF THE INCARNATION—IMMANUEL 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, 
and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is 
translated, “God with us.” MATT. 1:23 
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I. THE LORD JESUS ABANDONED  
HIS SOVEREIGN POSITION 

 Jesus is unalterably and unchangeably God in His 
essence, in His essential being. PHIL. 2:5, 6 

 In fact, in JOHN 8:58, Jesus said, “Before Abraham 
was, I AM.”  

“Jesus is God with us” is the basis of our faith. “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” JOHN 1:1 
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“He is the image of the invisible God.” 
COLOSSIANS 1:15 

In every way, Jesus was both God and Man. 

“Form” is morphe—the unchanging, the internal 

“Fashion” is schema—the external, the changing  

You find both of these words brought together in 
ROMANS 12:2: “Stop being fashioned according to this 
world, but be transformed in your inner man through 
the renewing of your mind.”  
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He poured Himself out. He emptied Himself out. 

He divested Himself. He rendered up. 

“But He made Himself of no reputation.” PHIL. 2:7 

Jesus left the glory of heaven to become a baby 

born on this earth. 

HE ABANDONED HIS SOVEREIGN POSITION. 
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II. HE WILLINGLY GAVE UP HIS PRIVILEGE 

WHAT EXACTLY DID JESUS GIVE UP TO BECOME FLESH?  

 First of all, He gave up His glory. JOHN 17:5 

 Secondly, He gave up His honor. ISA. 53 

 Thirdly, He gave up His riches. 2 COR. 8:9 

 Fourthly, He gave up His favorable relationship to the 
Father. PS. 22:1; MATT. 27:46 

 He also gave up His independent exercise of 
authority. JOHN 6:38 
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He emptied all of those things out  
and yet He continued to be God. 

 It wasn’t that He lost any of His divine attributes.  

 It is that He chose not to use them, that He gave 
up the prerogative, or the privilege, of using 
them. 

 Was He still God? Yes, that’s who He was and is.  
HE WILLINGLY GAVE UP HIS PRIVILEGE. 
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III. HE APPROACHED A SINFUL PEOPLE 

Look again at VERSES 7-8: “He was made in the likeness 
of men, and found in fashion as a man.”  
 He didn’t come into the first century with a twentieth 

century outfit, talking a twentieth century language.  

 He didn’t drop like some visitor from outer space.  
 He was born of a Jewish mother.  
 He lived in a little village of Nazareth.  

 He ate the way they ate.  
 He talked the language they talked.  

JESUS WAS FULLY ONE OF US. 
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IV. JESUS ADOPTED A SELFLESS POSTURE 

VERSE 8: “He humbled Himself.” 

How far did He go in that humility? 

 He’s washing the feet of twelve disciples and yet it 
was He who designed their brains.  

 He’s hungry and it was He who created the universe.  

 He created life and yet died for His creation! 

 He died the death of the Criminal’s Cross. 

HE WENT ALL THE WAY—TOTAL SELFLESSNESS. 
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V. HE ASCENDED THE SUPREME  
PRINCE OF PEACE 

 God the Father’s reaction to Jesus’ life VERSE 9  

 God lifted Him up—beyond the heavens, we can 
see! VERSE 10 

 Notice that He’s given a name above every name.  

 You say, “What is that name?”  
JESUS 
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SO, WHAT IS THE REAL CHRISTMAS STORY? 

IMMANUEL—God with us. 

 The Lord of Glory left heaven and humbly came to 
bring us the gift of eternal life. 

THAT BABE IN THE MANGER WAS GOD GIVING 
HIMSELF COMPLETELY AWAY, YET REMAINING GOD.  

 And what is He saying to us? “Let this mind be in you.”  

Reach out to somebody else in need—Jesus did . . . that 
person was you! THE GIFT HE GAVE WAS HIMSELF! 
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